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and the sprinkling of infants.
{5) Addition of instrumental music to the
worship.

2. At the close of the Middle Ages many religious
leaders rebelled against the ecclesiastical
authority and practices of the Roman church.

a.

b.

They pleaded for the full authority of the
Bible in matters of religion.

Chief among these great men were Martin
Luther, John Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli.
Followers rallied around the reformers, and
unfortunately their teachings eventually
crystallized into many creeds.

Thus followed the era of denomina-
tionalism, with different groups sf  3ing
up everywhere, each with its peculiar name,
organization, doctrine and practice.

3. In the late 1700's men of different denomina-
tions, studying independently of each other in
various parts of the world, began to ask:

a.

Why not go back beyond denomina-
tionalism and beyond Roman Catholicism
to the simplicity and purity of the first-
century church?

Why not take the Bible alone and once
again continue ‘‘steadfastly in the apostles”
teaching and fellowship ... {Acts 2:42)?"
Let us, they said, plant the same seed
(Luke 8:11) that the apostles and first-
century Christians planted, and let us be
Christians only, as they were.

These men pleaded with all others to throw
off denominationalism, to throw away
human creeds, and to follow the Bible.
They taught that nothing shouid be
required of people as acts of faith except
that which is evident from the scriptures.
They emphasized that going back to the
Bible does not mean the establishment of
another denomination, but rather a return
to the original church.

D. This, we believe, is the only safe pattern, We humbly
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cherish the hope that we today are following this
pattern set forth in the New Testament . .. it is our
only rule of faith and practice.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

A.

Members of the church of Christ contend that the

church was established on the first Pentecost follow-

ing the resurrection of Christ...in 33 A.D....in
the city of Jerusalem.

The prophet Isaiah said: "And it shall come to pass

in the latter days, that the mountain of Jehovah's

house shall be established on the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills and
all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shalt
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of

Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will

walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the

law, and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem”

(Isalah 2:2, 3).

The expression, ‘‘Jehovah’s house,”” refers to

the church (1 Timothy 3:15).

2. Every phrase of Isaiah’s prophesy was fulfilled
on Pentecost, the record of which is given in
Acts. 2.

a. Isaiah said the church would be established
in “‘the latter days.”” Peter, on Pentecost,
referred to this time as being the “last
days’”” (Acts 2:16, 17). This marks the
fulfillment of the first phase of the
prophesy.

b. Next, lsaiah said God’s kingdom would
extend its blessings to include ‘‘all
nations.”

(1) Acts 2:5 tells us that on Pentecost
there were in Jerusalem, *. .. Jews,
devout men, from every nation under
heaven.”

(2) Acts 2:39 tells us that the new king-
dom was for these Jews, and their
children, and ail that are *‘afar off.”
The phrase, ““afar off’ refers to the
Gentiles (Ephesians 2:11-13).
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{3) Christ had also told His apostles that
"repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name among
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem'
{Luke 24:47),

3. During his earthly ministry, Christ declared,

2

...the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark

1:15).

a.

b.

John the Baptist also said, *.. . the king-
dom of heaven is at hand”’ {Matthew 3:2).
At hand”” means imminent or nearby, but
not an accomplished fact.

When Jesus spoke the words of Matthew
16:18, “Upon this rock | will build (future
tense) my church,” the establishment of
the church was abviously a future event.

In Mark 9:1, Jesus told them that the
kingdom would be established during the
lifetime of some of those to whom He was
speaking.

Jesus further said that the kingdom would
come with power, and that the power
would come when the Holy Spirit came
upon the aposties (Acts 1:8}. If we can
discover when the Holy Spirit came upon
the aposties we will have pinpointed the
time of the establishment of the kingdom.
Acts 2:1-4, reads, “And when the day of
Pentecost was now come, they were all
together in one place, And suddenly there
came from heaven a sound as of the rushing
of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. And there
appeared unto them tongues parting
asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon each
one of them, And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit, . . ."”"

Before the day of Pentecost all scriptural references
to the establishment of the church indicate it as a
future event. (lsaiah 2:24; Micah 4:1-2; Daniel
2:44; Matthew 3:1-2; Matthew 16:18; Mark 9:1;
Matthew 6:9-10). After Pentecost the church is
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spoken of as an existing institution. (Acts 2:47;
Colossians 1:13-14).

I11. NAME OF THE CHURCH.

A.

The term, ‘‘church of Christ’”” is not used as a

denominational appelation. 1t is simply a descriptive

term indicating the fact that the church is the
possession of Christ.

This is not an exclusive term to designate the

church, because the New Testament also refers to

the church as:

The church of the Lord (Acts 20:28).

The body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27),

The house of God {1 Timothy 3:15).

The church of God (Galatians 1:13).

The church of the Firstborn {Hebrews 12:23).

These are all terms which show possession . . . they

point to the Lord as the owner of the church.

1. Members of the church of Christ believe it right
to wear a name which gives honor and glory to
Christ.

2. Salvation is in Christ’s name (Acts 4:12), and
we are to do all things in the name of Christ
(Colossians 3:16-17).

RN =

IV, ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH

A.

The church of Christ has no earthly headquarters,

and no universal organization.

1. Each congregation is autonomous or ‘‘self-
ruled” ... is independent of every other
congregation.

2. Churches may cooperate in the accomplishment
of good works, but their autonomy is carefully
maintained.

We pray and believe that the organizational pattern

of the church of Christ is divine in origin.

1. Jesus Christ is recognized as the supreme ruler
over the church (Colossians 1:18). No fallible
man serves as earthly head over the church.

2. The sole unit of organization in the church of
Christ is the local congregation. Each congrega-
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tion is separate and independent in its

government.

3. Christ has delegated authority in the manage-
ment of the local congregation to the elders,
pastors, or bishops ... three different terms
referring to the same office (Acts 20:17, 28;
Ephesians 4:11; 1 Timothy 3:1; Titus 1:5).

a. There is a plurality of elders in every
congregation (Acts 11:30; 14:23).

b. The qualifications for these men are
described in 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9).

4. The church of Christ also has a special group of
men called deacons.

a. They serve under the direction of the
elders,

b. Their qualifications are given in 1 Timothy
3:8-13).

5. The church of Christ also has men known as
preachers {1 Timothy 2:7), ministers (1
Timothy 4:6), or evangelists (2 Timothy 4:5).
a. They likewise serve under the direction of

the elders of the local congregation.

b. We do not refer to our preachers with the
term “Pastor’’ believing that this term, as
used in the New Testament, refers to those
men who have the oversight of the
congregation,

c. Neither do our preachers assume religious
titles such as “"Reverend,” inasmuch as this
term is used only one time in the Bible
(Psalms 111:9), and in this instance refers
to God.

d. We believe the New Testament makes no
distinction between so-called ‘““clergy’” and
"laity,” and that preachers are no more
worthy of titles than other members of the
church,

V. WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.
A. In John 4:24 we read: “God is a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
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truth.” From this reading we learn three things:
1. Our worship must be directed to the right
object . .. God.
2. It must be prompted by the right spirit.
3. It must be according to truth.
a. To worship God according to truth is to
worship Him according to His Word {John
17:17).
b. This means we must not exclude any item
found in His Word.
c. It also means we must not include any item
not found in His Word.
We walk by faith in matters of religion (2
Corinthians 5:7).
1. Faith comes by hearing God’s Word {(Romans
10:17).
2. Thus, anything not authorized by the Bible
cannot be done by faith ... and whatsoever is
not of faith is sin {(Romans 14:23).

We believe the Bible gives us instruction regarding
five items of worship, and these we attempt to
follow:

1. Teaching or preaching {Acts 2:42; 20:7).

2. Praying (Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 14:15; 1

Thessalonians 5:17).

3. Giving of our means.
a. We do not teach the law of tithing, as we
’ believe that law was included with the rest
of the Old Testament when it was nailed to
the cross {Colossians 2:14).

b. We do, however, believe that it is un-
thinkable that we who live under a better
law with better promises would, with our
great prosperity, consider giving less than
10 percent of our income to the Lord.

c. We teach that members of the church are
to give liberally and cheerfully (2
Corinthians 9:6-15).

d. We teach that every man is to give ac-
cording to the way he has prospered (1
Corinthians 16:2).

4. Singing.






examples:

(1)

2)

(3)

Build an ark {(Generic: didn’t specify
the tools to use.) Use the Gopher
wood {Specific: eliminated all other
kinds of wood.)

Naaman was told, Go dip in Jordan 7
times (Go is generic: didn’t specify
how to go.) Dip in Jordan 7 times
{Specific: Had to be Jordan and had to
be 7 times.)

Go into all the world (Generic: didn’t
specify means of transportation.)
Preach the gospe! (Generic: didn’t
specify how to preach; blackboard,
radio, TV, etc.) The gospel {Specific:
Eliminates preaching anything other
than the gospel.)

Music is a generic term, because there
is more than one kind. If the Lord had
commanded, ““Make music,” we could
comply with the command by vocal,
instrumental, or a combination of
both., But singing is a specific term.
Inasmuch as the scriptures all point to
singing this restricts the music to vocal.

The first appearance of instrumental music
in church worship was not untit the sixth
century A.D. There was no general prac-
ticing of it until after the eighth century.

It bhas long been opposed by leading
religionists: ’

()

2)

John Calvin, a great protestant re-
former and one of the founders of the
Presbyterian Church, said, Musical
instruments in celebrating the praises
of God would be no more suitable
than the burning of incense, the
lighting up of lamps, and the restora-
tion of the other shadows of the law.”
{Calvins Commentary).

John Wesley, a great man, a protestant
reformer, and the founder of the
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8. These steps are four in number:

Faith. This res 5 from hearing the Word of
God {(Romans 10:17), and is stated as essential
to salvation (Mark 16:16; John 8:24; 20:30-31;
Hebrews 11:6).

1.

Repentance.

a. This too, is commanded {Acts 2:38; 3:19).

b. Repentance is a change of mind which
causes one to turn away from sinful
practices.

c. It is commanded for everyone (Acts

17:30).

Confession. This is an outward confession of
faith in Jesus as the Son of God (Matthew
10:32; Romans 10:9-10).

Baptism.

a.

Baptism is not taught by members of the
church of Christ as a ““church ordinance,”
but as a “command’’ of Christ.

The New Testament teaches baptism to be

an act which is essential to salvation {Mark

16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16).

Proper subiects for baptism are:

(1) Taugh rsons (Matthew 28:19).

(2) Believ dersons {Mark 16:16).

(3) Penitent persons {Acts 2:38).

(4) Persons who have confessed Jesus
(Acts 8:37).

Scriptural baptism must be an immersion in

water.

(1) The Greek word from which the word
baptize comes means “to dip, to
immerse, to submerge, to plunge.”

(2) The Scriptures always point to baptism
as a burial {Acts 8:35-39; Romans
6:34; Colossians 2:12).

Baptism is extremely important because

the New Testament sets forth the following

purposes for it:

(1) 1t is enter the kingdom (John
3:3-5).

{2) 1t is to contact Christ’s blood (Romans
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