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lift the local church above mere localism and make its impact world-wide.
I sat in a committee meeting some time ago when great plans were being
projected for a local church. Finally the chairman of the committee, a man
who loves his own church passionately, said, ‘Gentlemen, I like these plans,
but we must not forget that our church has a responsibility in the Brotherhood.
We've got to help meet some of the needs of our world before we buy a new
suit of clothes for ourselves’”. Such a conviction of Brotherhood responsibil-
ity will be needed by the Disciples of Christ in the world tomorrow.

Still another thing necessary to Reep us in the main stream will be to
maintain our historic witness for Christian unity—Ffor a universal fellowship
of Christians based on simple faith in Christ as Lord. 1 am not one of those
who think to associate with other communions means casting aside the insights
and truths we have gained and in which we greatly believe.

The Christian world is learning to speak the language of unity. We
must share our convictions with strength and humility—the humility of those
who know they have much to learn from others. The world tomorrow needs
a united church and the Disciples can have a conspicuous part in making it
a reality.

Then we must also add that our people should enter whole-heartedly
into the constructive types of inter-denominational cooperation and help bring
the full strength of the Christian church to bear upon the problems of the
modern world, In every community Disciples of Christ should be among
the leaders in common Christian tasks.

Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk wrote recently, ‘“The most immediate and
pressing need of Christendom is the development of a global strategy of
spiritual conquest’’. And he added these words:

“If Christians are not now able to close ranks and evolve a spiritual
solidarity capable of overcoming the potential evils of atomic power
in the hands of a morally corrupt society, they may as well close
their churches and join the parade of the pagans to perdition’’.

If this oneness can be achieved the world of nations may yet discover the
unifying power so essential to the healing of its wounds.
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