
Abilene Christian University Abilene Christian University 

Digital Commons @ ACU Digital Commons @ ACU 

Electronic Theses and Dissertations Electronic Theses and Dissertations 

7-1976 

A Critical Evaluation of Rhetorical Processes in the Preaching of A Critical Evaluation of Rhetorical Processes in the Preaching of 

Pearl Howard Welshimer through an Analysis of Representative Pearl Howard Welshimer through an Analysis of Representative 

Sermons Sermons 

Keith Peter Keeran 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/etd 



�P�?

N� � ��� � �'�����
�� � ������
� � �� � �'�������$ � ����� �

���� � �� � ������ � S�����5� � #�� � �5���
��]B�$ � �+���� � �� �  �������� 5� � �

������� �

�� � ��� � ������ � 
��
�	����� � #���5	�	���$ � +����& �

+	� � �������
�� � #��� � ��� � +��� � ���� � �� � ��� � +����� � �� � ��� �

���
�	���� � ��� � ��
�	��� � � � ������	�� � ������ � ��� � �
���� �

@��� � ����� � ���������

6� � ��� � ����
���5� � ������ � ��������� � #��� � #��� �

������������& � ����� � ������	
�����& � +����� � ��� � 
��
�	 �

����� � ������� � ������������$ � �� � ��� � �	����
��& � �	+%�
��& �

��� � �

������ � ��� � #��
� � ���$ � #��� � ���������



CHAPTER VII

RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF STYLE

Style is "ah instrument of communication,"^ a con

stituent of rhetoric (the third canon for the ancients, 

after* invention and arrangement) . It refers, a6, Cicero 

pointed out, to .the speaker’s duty "to clothe and deck 
his thoughts with ianguag.e."2

Style "reflects in manner and in language the 

speaker’s personality, mode of thought, attitudes, and 
acquaintance with the resources of language-"^ Style can 

also 'be described as the expression our thoughts assume. 

In Book III of his Rhetoric, -Aristotle contended that 

style "should be characterized by perspicuity, purity, 

dignity, and propriety.To achieve the necessary life 

and force that one associates with thd use of style, a

^Baird, Braden, hnd Thonssen, Speech Criticism, 
p. 489.

’^Cicero, De Oratore, Bohn Classical Library Edi
tion, trans. J. W. Watson (New York: Harper and 
Brothers, 1^90), p. 178.

^Aly and Aly, A. Rhet’oric of Public Speaking, 
p. 207.

^Baird, Braden, and Thonssen, Speech Criticism, 
p. 74. * t 
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speaker employs certain descriptive phrases and expres

sions. For similar effects, such figures of speech as 

metaphors, similes, and alliterations, and repetition, 

comparison, and contrast are also used. These devices 

contribute to the beauty of expression, but if used in 

excess, call attention to themselves instead of to the 

particular thought they were intended to convey.

An examination of one dozen basic speech text

books, from as many different contemporary rhetoricians, 

revealed that each offers a slightly different construct 

of the ,qualities Of good style. The various lists have 

certain common denominators, however. Perhaps the most 
compreJiensiVe statement was found in Hance, Ralph, and 

Piriksell’s enumeration of four essential qualities of 

style: (1) clarity, (2) forcefulness, (3) vividnessr 

and (4) adaptability.Therefore, the five selected 

Welshimer sermons will be examined in light of these 

criteria in an attempt to eva|.qate his speaking style. 
’ z.

* '^l.arity
. • . - > ■ . $ * Qurntilian pnc^ observed thhl;' if a speaker is to 

express an idea h^ is obliged to use language not merely

^Hance, Ralph, and Wiksell, Principles of Speak
ing, p. 219. ,,
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that it "may be understood, but that it cannot be mis
understood."?- Lane Cooper also expressed the feeling 

that "language which does not convey a clear meaning 

fails to perform the very function of language.Some 

of the elements that contribute to clarity of speech 

are expressive ^nd familiar words and simple sentence 

structure.

Word Choice
in an attempt to analyze the words of "Welshimer’s 

sermons for clarity, two paragraphs were chosen at random 

from each of the five messages uni&er consideration. 'The 

word count for the various passages ganged from a low of 
136 to a high of 3^0 per paragraph. With a combined total 

of 2422 wdrdp,. j , '

The words were first analyzed in terms of letter 

agd syllable length/As'may’be noted from the data in 

Table 2, well over half (61.8%), or 1498 of the 2422 

total sample were two-, three-, or four-letter words. 

Over half (5849%), or 1428 of the 2422 words, were of 

one syllable, evidence that Welshimer adhered to the 

use of simple words. 
. . . „ ■ . _ »
^H. E. Butler, trans.. The Institution Oratoria 

pf Quintilian, Vol, III, Book VIII (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1921), p. 24.

^Lane Cooper, ThP Rhetoric of Aristotle (New 
York: Appelton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1932), p. 185.
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TABLE 3. Word-Length of Words in Selected Paragraphs 
from P. H. Welshimer’s Sermons.

Lettef Count Syllable Count

Number of 
Letters 
Per Word

Number 
of 

Words

Number of 
Syllables 
Per Word

Number 
of 

Words

1 42, ’ X- 1428
2 567 2/ 616
3 5'46 3 224
4 3?5, 105
5 203 5 49
6 ' ^<7 ** 2422
7 - * , - 9-8 .
8 1 ! ’Wi I
9 ’ t ,* ’ . ' L4-0‘ *

10 29
11 1b3* i- i '
12

2422

Word length in itself, however, does not determine 

clarity. Words have meahihgs, and so the words in.the 

'representative paragraphs were checked against Thorndike’s 

vocabulary of words most commonly used in "standard 
English reading matter" tt» determine familiarity.^

^Edward L. Thorndike and Irving Large, The Teach
er's Wor^d Bo.bk of 30,000 Words (New York: . Columbia 
University Teachers College, 1944). The Thorndike work 
was published, in 1944, the approximate time when Wei-' 
shimer delivered sbjne of the selected sermons. It 
therefore includes words that were "familiar" during the 
Welshimer era. The fact that the words selected were 
taken from J'sJ;andard English reading matter" is a dis
tinct disadvantage to. the student of oral style; however, 
it still is the best guide to word familiarity repre
sentative of the time in which Welshimer lived. Further, 
it is the only such word list known to the writer by 
which familiarity may be evaluated.
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' The Tliqrndike xork includes as general di-st of .1
10,285 words, with a frequency of use ranging from at 
least one ocdurr^nde fier »million’^vZqr^ds !for the least 

familiar, to one hundred or more occurrences per 

million words for the most familiar; a second list 

offers the 500 most commonly used words in the English 

language.

A glance at the data in Table 3 quickly reveals 

that more than eight out of ten of Welshimer’s words 

were in the most used category of one hundred or more 

times per million. Even more, interesting is the fact 

that more than three-fourths of these words (75.9%), 

or 1839 of the 2422" in the total sample, were listed 

among Thorndike’s 500 most commonly used words. The 

data’ shown in Table 3 demonstrate Welshimer’s constant 

use of familiar words that could be 'Qasily understood 

by his hearers.

Interestingly, only seven of the 2422 words in 

the representative paragraphs were not listed in Thorn

dike's vocabulary. The unlisted words were; ’’Sweeney" 

(used three times)., ^’Rafe," "Cooley," "Gaza," and 

"cross," the first three of which were names of individ

uals knownto the audiences., The last two terms had a 

strong Biblical association; "Gaza," a community on
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TABLE 4. Word Familiarity of Words in Selected Para
graphs from Welshimer’s Sermons.

Frequency of Occurrence Number of Percent of 
(per million) Words Total

100 or more times 2024- 83.6%

50 to 99 times 180 7.4%

1 to 49 times 211 8.7%

Words not listed ___ 7 .3%

TOTAL 2422 100.0%

the southeastern' coast of the Mediterranean Sea; and 

"cross," the Instrument used by Rome to inflict capital 

punishment upon non-Roman subjects.

The 'simplicity of We'lshimer’S word choice, as 

judged by this writer, was one of the most significant 

features of his preaching. His language was easily 

understood. This simplicity in his oral style made his 

messages not only clear, but also' direct and forceful.

Sentence Structure

In addition to the selection of the words in the 

discourse, the rhetorical critic is also concerned with 

the arrangement and use of the chosen words. In the 

ten sample paragraphs, the shortest contained- seven 

sentences, and the longest thirteen sentences. In terms 

of word count, the shortest paragraph contained 13'6 words 

the longest 320 words. Paragraphs frequently began with
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a topic sentence, developed the thought successively 

through additional sentences, and drew an internal con

clusion i^ a final sentence.

included for consideration under the broad topic 

of sentence structure is Welshimer's use of such struc

tural devices as dialogue, rhetorical questions, repeti

tion and restatement, and comparison and contrast.

Dialogue

The use of dialogue is one‘manner in which a 

speaker may both embellish and clarify his ideas. Wel- 

shimer’s use of dialogue was of four types: (1) 

Scriptural narratives, (2) real instances, (3) hypo

thetical instances, and (4) audience response.

An 'example of the use of dialogue from Scriptural 

narrative, taken from the sermon on open membership is 

fairly typical of the manner in which Welshimer handled 

dialogue effectively as an interest—an attention-holding 

device:

At Ephesiis, when Paul learned that twelve men 
who Had been immersed had in fhat act followed 
only John's baptism, .,he sai4z "Have you 
received the Holy Ghost since you believed?" 
They answered.# "We have not so much as heard 
that there be< any Holy Ghost." Paul reimmersed 
them, giving them Christian baptism.1

-------------------------------- !----------------------- J-------r*

^Sermon, "The Folly of Open Membership."
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Welshimer also used dialogue from real instances 

to amplify and clarify his propositions. Recalling a 

fourteen-yearr-old conversation, Ke stated;

At an Ohio. State convention, held in Canton 
fourteen years ago, I heard four preachers 
discussing this subject open-membership. 
TKey said; "The day is coming when, as a 
peoplef we Will be compelled to accept the 
open-membership position." Two of them 
saxd; "We believe in it now, and the only 
reason we do not practice it is that our 
churches, a^-e not ready for it, and to .sug
gest the practice would cailse discord. " I 
said to them; "You men -are contemptible 
cowards; you announce here your belief in a 
certain -thiing, but you are too cowardly to 
practice it. If the day ever comes when I 
believe a thing, and the religious body or 
the congregation with ‘wjiich I am identified 
does not believe it. I’ll; either teach them 
to believe, or I will go to a crowd that 
does believe it."^

Welshimer also .empidyed instances of dialogue of 
■'■St \

a hypothetical nature-. TKese usually took the form of

questions asked by som6 uriidehtified person. The follow

ing is a typical example:
"Well," somebody say^, "what has this ‘•do do 
with open-mefnbership?" Just this:' ’Open 
membership changes the ordinance of Jesus 
Christ, it ighor^s His Authority ^nd gives 
promise of a'conditional blessing, while at 
the same time it ignores the conditions. . .
One says: "What’s the difference, anyw^ay?. 
Baptism is only- a form, so why be concerned
about the' action?" For the sake of argument 
let us admit that it is only a form. Then, 
a form of what?^

llbid.

2lbid.
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The above quotation demonstrates that Welshiraer 

anticipated, the, questions his audience would ask. By 

creating a hypothetical situation he was able both to 

call attention to important questions and to respond 

to them.

Indluded in Welshimer’s use of dialogue was audi

ence response in the form of verbal feedback. Only one 

instance .of this technique was found in the five sermons 

under consideratioij. The “fact.-that this instance occurs 

is quite unique, since the nature of preaching would 
. . I?forbid this tejc^ihique. From th'e discourse entitled, ■’ / »

"How, tb Create,’an. Efficient R,estoration Ministry," came 
. ’ » ' ' s ‘ "this sole* example: *•'

- .1 do not know whAt the .fac^tb are-, Bro.
Cahill, but "l do know th^t sometim'e ago 
practically half of the churches in Ohio 
were without preachers. (Cahill replies: 
"Not quite that many. That’s fair, 
though.")1

Rhetorical Questions

The use of rhetorical questions as a structural 

stylistic device is as old as Socrates, who made it 

popular. The Greeks considered "erotesis," expressing 

emotion and infusing ardor and energy into the discourse

,1 Sermon, "How to Create an Efficient Restoration 
Ministry."
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by proposing questions^ to, be a stylistic device. This 

was a favorite technique of Welshimer, who asked 21 

rhetorical questions in the five, sermons under 

consideration.

Repetition and Jiestatement

* Repetitior}- is generally understood to pie'^n echo- 

ing, in the same words, something that has just been 

said? restatement .isin effect, repetition of the sub

stance of what has just been said in slightly different 

words.

Perhaps the finest example bf the' use of repeti

tion and restatement in the Welsh'inier sermons is in his 

message at Sweeney's funeral.The preacher began by 

stating his text in the introduction. "When Abner died 

King David, in addressing the people said; 'KnOw ye 

not that a prince and a great man hath fallen this day 
in Israel?'"^ Then he began the body of the message by 

sayiiig.

We come today to speak a word at the casket 
of a great friend, and I know of no more 
fitting deqlaration with-which to start than 
that of King David many centurips ago when

^Baird, Braden, and Thonssen, Speech Criticism, 
p. 504.

^Sermon, "A Great Man Hath Fallen ... in 
Israel."

^Ibid.
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.Abner was killed, a;nd K9 said:^ "A prince 
and a gredt rtisn hath fallen, this day in 
Israel.** . . . The thought doubtless was 
uppermost in the monds^ of thousands of men 
and women that in reality* a priced and a 
great man had fallen in Israel.,^

Welshimer continued with this example of single 

word repetition, "Z. T. Sweeney was a great man. . . . 

He was a great orator. . . . Not only was he great as 

an orator, but he excelled as a preacher. . . . Z. T. 

Sweeney was a great, orator, a great preacher . . . but 

he was a greater man.

An additional example of Welshimer’s use of repe

tition and restatement, drawn from the sermon on open 

membership', demonstrates his forceful use of this device. 

DispuSsing the relationship of baptism to church member

ship, Welshimer affirmed, "Open-men^ership has to do 

altogether with Christian baptism ... I s.aid the open

membership question brings forth again, the discussion of 

the baptismai, question.

Comparison and Contrast

Comparison consists in demonstrating points of 

similarity between two or more persons, events, or

^Ibid.

2lbid.

^Sermon, "The Folly of Open Membership." 
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things; contrast is a similar structural device, which 

is used to point out differences rather than 

similarities.

Typical of Welshimer's use of comparison and con

trast are these examples from the serraon entitled,

"Preach the Word."

Comparison:

The task of preaching the gospel to the world 
was Oh the .mind of the Christ above everything 
else. . . . iikewise Paul . . . said, "Woe is 
me if' I preach not the gospel.

In preaching the Word we preaph Christ. Philip, 
the evangelist . . . climbed into the chariot 
of the Ethiopian, ,and b^^inning .with the Scrip
ture where he was reading, preached unto him Jesus.2

Contrast:

Our gospel is not of man’s making. It ha? been 
handed to us by divine ipspiration.

He was not a fanatic. Fanatics are rjen of one 
idea, and they are generally small ones.
Jesus was a ma^n of great ideas,. and he had 
many of them. He was not an egotist. He was 
the humblest man that ever walked in the tide 
of times. He was not ^n imposter, for he never 
imposed upon anybody, nor did he make a single 
false promise to any man, nor demand anything 
thpt was ‘unreasonable.^

In conclusion, Welshimer's broad use of expres

sive and familiar 'words and his large variety of

^Sermon/ "Preach the Word." 

^Ibid.

3lbid.

^Ibid.
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structural devices were important factors in his clear 

and vivid style. He effectively used dialogue, rhetori

cal questions, repetition and restatement, and comparison 

and contrast to embellish his oratorical style and make 

it pleasing to the ear as well as meaningful and clear.

Forcefulness

A second constituen.t of good style is the quality 

of forcefulness that gives the speech, through the 

.chosen words and sentence structure, a drive, excitement, 

and an energetic, animated quality.

,^he homile-ticiaps Broadus and Weatherspoon, who 

'Considered "energy" one of the three chief requisites 

of good preaching style, suggested that there must be 

evidence of "vigorous thinking,-. earnest if not passion

ate feeling and the determined purpose to accomplish 

some object." Also, they felt the preacher must have 

something to say, something regarded as exceedingly 

important.

Welshimer achieved the forcefulness described » J ’ ' .
' » J

above through his dire'ctness, which compelled the atten- 
ft 

tion of his hearers. ‘The preacher’s forcefulness may 

be observed in the 'following excerE5ts drawn from the 

serfnon entitled "The ’Fol^ly of. Open Membership. "

John A. firoadus ,• On* the Preparation and Delivery 
of Sermons (revised by J. W. Weatherspoon), p. 252.
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This is not a' subject of my choosing. I am 
not at all interested in this question of 
open membership, but it haS become the dis
turbing question within our own ranks. I 
am speaking- this morning on a subject that 
is both unscfip'tural and antiscriptural,

the progtam of the church of Christ.^
one that can not have any place whatsoever 
in the progtam of the church of Christ.^

Again, Welshimer warned, "Refusal to resist the 

rising tide of this unholy practice puts us in a fair 

way to be dashed to pieces against the rock which stands 

yonder in the road of great success.

Another aspect of forcefulness pertains to the

energy the-speakers voice .applies to words. A few 

testimonials by members of his- audiences on this aspect 

of Welshimer’s style are cited below: Hugh Sensibaugh 
said, "As p. preacher, P. H. Welshimer was forceful and

compelling.Richard Carpenter commented, "He held I,
the attention jo*f -fhe audience.'"^ Marshall Leggett 

observed, "Hi^ audiepce “was always eager and responsive 

and he Was able to 'hold their attention. 
ft.

Welshimer? s straightforward manner and the direct

ness of his expressions left little room for doubt or

^Sermon, "The Folly of Open Membership." 

2lbid.

^H. Sensibaugh to Keith Keeran, June 5, 1971.

^R. Carpenter to Keith Keeran, March 29, 1972.

^M. Leggett to Francis Arant, January 28, 1958.
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ambiguity about his intent and purpose. Because of this 

direct approach he was occasionally accused of being 

abrupt, aggressive,, antagonistic, or controversial. 

These accusations, however, were voiced only by those 

who did not share the' preacher's conservative doctrinal 
points 'of view.^

Vividness

A' third constituent of good style is vividness, 

which appeals to sensory impressions, emotions, and 

experiences. These effects .are achieved through vari- 
' / •OUS jima^eryKbr figurative .exprfedsioris called, figures 

of speech.

In the history of rhetoric, there have been 

periods, some of them centuries^ long, in which invention 

and arrangement were largely forgotten, and style and 

delivery were major concerns. During such times, con

cern for style was often limited almost entirely to a 

consideration of tropes and figures.

Speech texts today generally devote very little 

space to an enumeration of the various kinds of tropes 

and figures. Baird, Braden, and Thonssen listed a

1James DeForest Murch to Keith Keeran, July 20, 
1971.
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catalogue (compiled by Thomas Gibbons) of nine tropes 
and 22 figures.^ Most modern^rhetoricians, however, 

mention them only in passing, if at all.

In the sermons, under^tonside ration, there were

nura^rou^ instances of' metaphQr - and simile,, anaphora, and 
alliteration;' *there' was 'occa:si6hal. evidehceHof onomato

poeia, apostroplj-fe,' ^nadiplosis, antimetabole, asyndeton.

and ellipsis.

Metaphor

Welshimer’s most- characteristic figure of speech 

was the metaphor, a device, whereby two things are iden- 
*■ ■<-tified in terms of one taking the name or assuming the 

attributes of the other. He vised the metaphor 12 times 

in the sermons under review.

In emphasizing the importance of distributing the 

work of the church to evety member, Welshimer said, "Keep 
the people pulling, and they haven’t time to kick."^ 

Commenting on a preacher who stayed with the same

^Baird, Braden, and Thonssen, Speech Criticism, 
pp. 503-505. Gibbons distinguished between a "trope" and 
a "figure," saying the former involves the changing of a 
word or sentence "from its proper signification to 
another meaning," whereas the latter is seen as "the 
fashioning or Dress of a Composition, or an emphatical 
manner of speaking different from what is plain and 
common,. "

^Sermon, "Why I have Stayed in Canton for Twenty- 
Five Years."
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congregation for 27 years, Welshimer observed, "Other 
congregations! flirted with ‘him, o.thers courted him and 

tried to woo him, but he stayed with his own."1 At the 

funeral of Z. T. Sweeney,-the preacher said, "Today the 

eyes that once saw are kissed down in the sleep of 

death, the hands that were raised in service are palsied, 

and the lips that here have spoken so eloquently are 
mere ashes."2

Simile

A simile,, like the, .metaphor, is analogical in 

form, but coinpAres one thing with another, rather than 

identifying it as actually being the other.

A few similes (6) are evident in Welshimer’s 

sermons. He described the words of the Apostle Paul as 

"banners in the air to motivate Christian men and women. 
Welshimer compared Z. T. Sweeney to a "prince"'^ and stated 

that he was "as one of the prophets of old."5 He also 

described the spirit of a departed saint as being "like a 

bird freed from an entangling snare."

^Sermon, "A Great Man Hath Fallen ... in Israel."

^Sermon, "Preach the Word."

^Sermon, "A Great Man Hath Fallen ... in Israel." 

^Ibid.

6Ibid.
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Anaphora and Anadiplosis

In Welshimer's sermons there are five instances 

of parallel structure known to the ancients as anaphora, 

a form 6f, repetition in which each sentence or clause 

begins with identical words.

Ip "Preach the Word" Welshimer said:

Faith, repentance and confession lead one to 
Christ/ but by baptism we enter into Christ. 
This was a part of the Word, preached by Paul 
and which he commanded Tiirtothy to preach. 
This .was the Word that was proclaimed when 
disciples were made in the first bentury. 
This was the Word that was heard in Jerusa
lem dn .Pentecost4 This was the Word preached 
by Philip to the Ethiopian on the lonely road 
from. Jerusalem to Gaza. This was the Word 
Paul heard in Straight street, Damascus, when 
Ananias, the God-sent man, preached to him. 
This was the Word preached by Peter, the bearer 
of the keys of the Kingdom, when he stood in 
the house of Cornelius in Caesarea and unlocked 
the door admitting Gentiles into the church of 
th^ living God. This was the Word sounded by 
Paul on the banks of the river at Philippi, 
when Lydia and her household were obedient to 
the Gospel, and this was the Word proclaimed to 
the ja;i,ler at the midnight hour in Philippi, 
when he became a convert to Jesus Christ.1

The sermon, "How to Create an Efficient Restora

tion Ministry" contains this example of anaphora.

We forget a lot that is taught in the class
room, but, friends, I have not forgotten the 
stately tread of E. V. Zollars; I. have not 
forgotten the kindly bearing and the rugged 
old faith of E. B. Wakefield, I- have not 
forgotten the -character and teaching of B. 
S. Dean and Arthur C. Pearson.

^Sermon, "Preach the Word."

^Sermon, "How t6 Create' an Efficient Restoration 
Ministry."
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In "The Folly of Open Membership" Welshimer used 

anaphora to introduce each of -three evenly balanced 

sentences:

And how do you account for the fact that all 
the preachers—-Peter, Paul, Ananias and 
Philip—saw fit to stress this ordinance?
There can be but one answer: They were guided 
by the Holy Spirit, they recognized Christ’s 
authority, they were loyal to His word. They 
were not .doctors of divinity—they doctored 
nothing,-but delivered His word and made known 
His will to men. They were the messenger boys 
who,, left, the Western Union station, delivering 
the message unopened, unchanged. That’s the 
task of every preacher and teacher today.

In the funeral address for Z. T. Sweeney he spoke:

Z. T. .Sweeney was a great orator, a great 
preacher, a great statesman, a great 
f riehd..

One rather rare figure of speech is anadiplosis, 

wherein the word or words with which one, sentence is 
ended are repeated to begin -J^he following sentence.

There is one instance of anadiplosis in Welshimer’s 

sermons: "It is no little task, it is a big task. It 
is a big task in which wd ;must, all join hands and hearts."^

Alliteration

One very impre'ssive stylistic device that Welshimer

used fiive.'tjimed is allitdration. An alliteration is ’ * ’ A ,P .

Isermon, "The Folly of Open Membership"

2sermon, "A Great Man Hath Fallen ... in Israel."

3Sermon, "How to Create an Efficient Restoration 
Ministry."
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created when a series df words or stressed syllables all 

begin with <the same letter or sound. Following are a 

few instances of alliteration found in the sermons under 

review: "... the wandering winds will whisper a req

uiem- over his' couch of clay. But the g^reat, the £ood, 

the g;racious man. whom we knew will not be there.

". . .' his hands were hard and horny with toil. "2 "They 

are nob successful tonight because they happened to find 

a' fine ^ield, not because in that field they found just 

the 'right kind of individual^. . . .

Onoma top o‘e i a

One of the most colorful types of figures of 

speech is onomatopoeia", "‘In which the sound of the word 

itself suggests by; imitation the natural sound of what 
i

is being discus6,ed. There''were only three instances of 
onoma-^opQe'ia in the 'discourses under consideration.

Perh'd^ps the most dramatic example is one that has already 

been cited Under alliteration: "... the wondering
winds will whisper a requiem over his couch of clay.'"^

^Sermon, "A Great Man Hath Fallen ... in 
Israel."

2lbid.

^Sermon, "How to Create an Efficient Restoration 
Ministry."

^Sermon, "A Great Man Hath Fallen ... in 
Israel."
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Apostrophe

One in'btance of the use of apostrophe, in which 

the speaker figuratively turns to address someone not 

present, was not'ed in Welshimer’s sermon on open member- 

’ship. Th.is single occurrance came at the end of an 

illustration that presented the views of a liberal pro

fessor Welshimfer had encountered in his youth. Welshimer 

said, "What Profe'sSor Williams meant was this: That in 

matters of religion the autho^rity is vested in the church 
f ,

and not in the Christ. But IswQu'ld ask the Professor, 
’When di^ Christ delegate. His authcJfxty to any beyond 

th^t apostolic group?' 
t 

Anfimetabole

Another uncommon figure is antimetabole, in which 

a similar thought is reversed in two- clauses. Here are 

two examples from the five selected sermons: "The job 

is not complete when he gets his sheepskin and starts 

out; it is just beginning,"it is no little task, it 
is a big task."^

Asyndeton

Examples of asyndeton—the omission of conjunc

tions for the purpose of expressing speed or vehemence,

^Sermon, "The Folly of Open Membership."

2lbid.

3lbid.
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are rare in Welshimer’s sermons. The only such occurance 

in the five" selected deinhohs* is from the sermon on open* *
membership: *

If he wereawake and,active, he could build 
his church?and have a most deiightful field, 
but here was his reply, ”'l have occupied 
larg^f^fifelds, h^ve had. bigger-qdngre^ations , 
hav^vdrhwn .a larger Salary than •they" cah pay, 
to "accept that Afield is a come' do«/n."^

Ellipsis

Closely related to asyndeton is the figure known 

as ellipsis, the omission of words ordinarily needed for 

the complete expression ,of meaning.. There was only this 

one instance: "He was a teaqher without a peer, but we 

do not' worship Him as teacher—not confess Him as 

teacher.

From the preceding examples it can be seen that

Welshimer employed a number of different figures of 

speech in his various discourses, which tended to be 

well chosen and handled effectively.

Adaptability

The fourth and final constituent of good style is 

the quality of adaptability or appropriateness. The 

continuing need to adapt one’s message to the specific 

occasion and the specific audience is a problem the 

speaker cannot escape, for no two audiences are alike;

^Ibid.

^Sermon, "Preach the Word."
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* Iahd differenced of a^e, occupation, docial level, educa

tional levels, and- the inte,r6sts and preoccupation inherent 

in each group pose a genuine problem to the speaker.

Welshimer’s ability to adapt was, demonstrated in 

an address delivered to an audience of Bible college pro

fessors and students, ministers, and other church leaders, 

in which he said:

I think the place for a young preacher, for the 
first five years o£ his ministry, is out in the 
country or in a village solne place where he can 
get possession df himself, where he has time to 
think, where he can read, try his wings, and 
yet you will find—I hope this will not be true, 
Bro.- Records, of the students of your school 
here, but this is true of many of the schools— 
that they are seeking the best places. Men, 
these young- folks ought to be out where the 
need is greatest, and preparing for the larger 
tasks awaiting them.

Directing his message toward certain groups repre

sented in the audience, Welshimer charged, "There are 

great congregations represented here tonight that have 

never yet put one young man into the ministry, and that’s 
a shame!"2 To the preachers assembled there, he said, 

"I presume, if I were to ask all of you preachers to 

stand who are in the ministry because you were influenced 

by someone else to go into the ministry, most of you 
would get up."3 And, to the Bible college professors 

in attendance, Welshimer remarked.

^Sermon, "How to Create an Efficient Restoration 
Ministry."

2lbid.

3lbid.
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The biggest thing in the college ... is the 
man at whose feet the young men sit. . . .
Thank God for this splendid faculty into whose 
faces you look tonight. I have faith in these 
men, and I believe you have.l

The above instances exhibit Welshimer's ability 

to adapt to whole audiences as well as the various 

groups within them. This quality not only helped him 

identify with his hearers, they also bear witness to 

a unique ability to adapt to the occasion and the 

audience.
It is apparent that Welshimer was particularly 

skill-fdl at adapting to his .audience in matters of con

tent; in his speaking style ’he exemplified admirable 

qualities in 'the areas of clarity, forcefulness, and 

vividness, ae well as adaptability.

Siunmary

gased upon the findings of the evaluation of the 

five sermons under.consideiation and the testimonies of 

members of his audience, the following conclusions have 

been drawn regarding Welshimer's style;

1. The preacher's style was characterized by 

the use of familiar words and expressive sentence 

structure.
2. The preacher's style was forceful, vivid, 

compelling, and had a sense 'of urgency.

llbid.


