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ing, and the riches of the fellowship of the Father, the Son, the Holy
Spirit, and the saints of the Most High—we must know our relation
to God.

3. It is afirmed, therefore, that we can kuow, here and now, as to
whether or not we are the children of God, whether or not our sins
have been forgiven and our names written in the “Lamb’s book of
live.” (Rev. 3:5.) Proof: ‘““We know we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren.” (1 John 3: I4.) Again: “These
things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son
of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may
believe on the name of the Son of God.” (1 John 5: 13.) In com-
forting the saints, Paul wrote: ‘‘For we know that if our carthly house
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” (2 Cor. 5: 1.) These
are sufficient to show that salvation can be a matter of knowledge,
excluding any and all doubt on the subject.

In WraT Way Can WE Know WE ARrE Savep?

This is a most important question, for the source of information on
this subject must be of such a nature as to preclude any deception
in the matter.

1. It is asserted with all “confidence” that we can know that we
are the children of God, that we are saved, and that we must know
this in precisely the same way that we know God, Christ, and the
Holy Spirit—viz., by faith.

2. This must be true, since salvation is a matter of faith and not
of absolute knowledge. ‘Being therefore justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Rom. 5: 1.) Again:
“By grace have ye been saved through faith.” (IFph. 2: 8) But
again: “For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus.”
(Gal. 3: 26.) As still greater proof of this proposition, note the fol-
lowing: “For we walk [live] by faith, not by sight.” (2 Cor. 5: 7.)
“Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a conviction of things
not seen.” (Heb. 11: 1.) This makes faith the basis, or foundation,
of hope; and since we are said to be saved by hope—*For in hope
were we saved; but hope that is seen is not hope: for who hopeth for
that which he seeth?” (Rom. 8: 24)—our salvation must be a matter
of faith.

3. What, then, is the meaning of the word “know” in connection
with man’s salvation? Itis used to express the strongest “assurance”
of faith, as follows: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know as-
suredly, that God hath made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified
both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2: 36.) Again: “Let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
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(Rom. 1: 16.) This is exactly what the Holy Spirit taught in words
spoken through the apostles on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 1-38)
and we have no reason to believe that he has ever led people in any
o.her way from that day to this, or that he ever will lead people in
any other way.

Again: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to
the churches.” (Rev. 2: 11.) Here the Spirit is represented as
speaking to the churches, and this he did through the apostle John.

Once more: “But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some
shall fall away from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of demons.” (1 Tim. 4: 1.) Here it is asserted that the
Spirit not only “saith,” but we are told what the Spirit said. How
did he do this? Through the apostle Paul, who wrote to Timothy.

Now that is the way the Holy Spirit led people in New Testament
times, and what evidence have we that he does not lead people that
way now?

How to TELL WHEN ONE 1s BEING LED BY THE SPIRIT.

The following Scripture will aid us in determining the matter:
“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealous-
tes, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, revel-
ings, and such like; of which I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn
you, that they who practice such things shall not inherit the king-
dom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control;
against such there is no law. And they that are of Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts thereof.” (Gal. 5:
19-24.)

When one is governed by, led, and controlled by the unlawful
desires of the flesh, bringing forth such fruit as is here cailed “the
works of the flesh,” we know that individual is not being led by the
Spirit. But, on the other hand, when we see men and women bearing
the fruit here attributed to the Spirit, we znow they are being led by
the Spirit. Now, the Spirit produces this fruit in the hearts and lives
of men and women through the teaching of his word, for the word
of God is the seed of the kingdom. “Now the parable is this: The
seed is the word of God.” (Luke8:11.) The fruit of faith springs from
the word of God. ‘“And those by the wayside are they that have
heard; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word from their
heart, that they may not believe and be saved.” (Verse 12.)

The only rational conclusion any one can reach from the revelation
God has given to man is that the Holy Spirit leads people into the
kingdom of Christ by feaching them in words they can ‘““understand”
what to believe and what to do in order to enter the kingdom, and that
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