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Thip exelusion hes lese sverall effect bthan might be expeebed.
The Bpenish spesking settlers were levpgely slrveady Roman Cath-
olies and seemingly the Roman church sent few preachers out to
the geatbtevred ploneers, preferving to bulld snd eguip nissions
add sehools, snd éxpecting bhe people to ¢ome Lo bhese egbabe
iishments und settle about them., Apparently the siungle priest
sppenrivng on the frontier to presch bto the gebtleve snd seek
to gonvert the non-Latholics, vithout the suppodrt of Catholic
governmental offielnls snd & body of trained ecceleglostics,
was a rare sight.® There were of course, some Protestant mis-
sionaries who interested Lhemselves in the non-English speak-
ing settlers, but these were & gmall minority smong the evange-

lists., Mellodse Rankin records the activities of one of these,

her father, in Twenty Years Among the Hexicans. In Jose

Poliearpo Rodriguez, the autoblogrepher is s Methodist of Latin
Americen deecent. He is certainly, hovever, not typleal of ‘
the froptier prescher, although hie work smong the people in
the Ban Antonio ares does not differ in & remarkable degree
from that of those preachers who were bora iante Anglo-American
Ffamilies. ITasomuch se Lthe element of Cerman sod ¥Middle Fuve-
pean people smong the ploneers in Tewaes was relatively swmall
the work of mindsters among thenm has besn neglected, although

not entirely overlooked.

2998 nnnern Tho e .
Plerre Farisgot, Histor > of the Catholle Church in the
Bigeese of Zan Antonlo, &&x&ag @&@gw Francis Bayard, Lone ﬁé&@
Vanguard. B
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influenced soelety 1o general, rather than to decide on the
averspe preacher’'s impression on the frontler soclety alone,
for ag civilizing forces sre brought to bear upon the fron-
tier &&&i@%y,‘ﬁﬁﬁgkﬁﬁéiﬁl order ceases snd another takes its
place, %ﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁ creating those forces cemse to be Pron-
tiersmen, Hence, the mér% g@&&é@%fﬁi the §r%aé&@rfg negsBpe
was, the more qmiﬁkiy the world about him cessed to be fron-
ﬁi@r. I bave %ri@é to show in what waye the men who preached
on the froptier vas a aiviliziﬁg force iﬁ is community.

‘&%vi@uazy, the materisls referred to in the longer
title are not to be received without guestion, since a humsn
being le somewhat inmclined to be blesed in his own favor, and
with respect to anyone that he thinks encugh of to write a
book sboubt. Churchmen might be expected to be more honest
than @%h@rgﬁ since they preach h@ﬁé%ty and are lanclined toward
goul-searching i%i?ﬁ%?&&ﬁi@&; but I am forced to admit that
among m?Myrﬁg@ﬁ%mﬁ&y gglgiteerimg”&ﬁiiﬁaguagkﬁh&r& can be
ﬁ&ﬁéé%@ﬁ a proneness to exaggerate both personsl ability and
%@éﬁﬁgii@ﬁ@éﬁ%g‘ A esantury agg‘é@%&m nabure wag provaebly
iiéﬁzﬁ éiff%?ém§¢ Confidence in himself is ane of the charac-
teristics of & good §m%iﬁ@ spenker,

In addition to the pstursl blas that the writer pos-
segsed, he was also subjected to the feorce of the opinion of

the religlous portlon of the public agelinst szny disparsgenment







indieation of the scarelty of ministers on the extreme

&ﬁgﬁ of the frontler. It ls %ru@ that the sarly eﬁﬁfﬁh
rwaﬁfﬁm mmﬁtiaﬁ BRRY evaagaii@%@ t%ﬂﬁ we bave 1little othe
record of , but thege flocked into the country after church
%aii%iﬁg@ were %r@st@% and the iﬁmﬁk&%aa@ was losing its
frén%iar festures, They é&m@ wit§‘th$ great groups of
gettlers who followed thouse who aetually won the country
from the Indiens, Mexicane and natural foss. ?ﬁ@kfﬁﬁi ploe
peering presclor was an %xaﬁ%ki@ﬁ&i man, he was suecessial,
for the people were sbtarved fﬁf religion, %ﬁﬁ,‘&ﬁ will be
shown, he was literste. The many "firsts” that appear in
the materials studlied g%v& ug confidence %@ﬁﬁ %ény of the
meEn étmﬁi@& w%rﬁ the tru%kfxa&ﬁi@f preschers.

ﬁ@%%i&ﬁ wvag msde in th@ preface of @ﬁ?ﬁl&; COREE -
tions &? the frontier &a@rgym@a, I 4id pot attempt to find
@ut @xaa%ly what those conecepblons are, but rether to atieupt
# @?&&&ﬁ%&%i@ﬁ of the f&ﬁ%%. A Tew cbeservations are in order,
however. WYWhen bthe %%%g%ﬁ% af xaza ﬁﬁﬁﬁj HRg mémti@m@é Lo &
fe E&u@ student, he ipmediately started %m tell &%Q%% 8 "real

old ploneer preacher” that he %@é Just resd ebout, but on s

moment's rellection decided h@ﬁ the old minpister, who had

preached sizty vesrz to the &@t@i@@g in Texss, eosuld net be

classified ae 2 frontier preacher becsuse "he had & college

education.” Thie expresslion of thie ides, slong with my own




o

€arly thoughts on the subject, lead me to suppose that popu-
lar opinion does not sllow the early prescher an education.
Probaebly some of the recent western higtﬁri@al moviong pic-
tures, of which I have read but not seen, have presented

gone more aceurate views of all phaseg of western 1ife, but

I think that most of the current conceptions of esrly Texas

£

11fe sre based on the old claess B western moving plctures,
magazine western storieg, and the eariier books on weshern

&

ne pregeher 1s o minory charsc-
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ter, of no great influence in the community compared to the
leaders of the settlers, the Indian figﬁt%xg or the gunman.
His presching does 1 ttle toward %figgim in the ovrganised

church; this must aweit the subdulng of the frontier by

smporal forees. Hig itinerancy makes hip appesr an unattached

o

beling whose influence is neither grest nor lasting.
gmooth shaven, above forty, tall, clothed 1n clerical black
gnd riding & mule or gentle old horse. His sermong sre

rgely eschatologliceal, loglcecally emphasgizing the part of the

b
3

doomed, since broad is the gate that leads to destruction, and

wlplt

&

g

many bthere be thet go in therest. His denmesnor in the

and hisg converslions dnvelve grest disnlays of epo-s

tion. His sgpesch ls flavored with the epigrams of Soclowmon

and the rheboriesnl Flourishes of the




might hold revivels, and one writer described a ploneer
fe ¥ E -

evangelist as one of the "old-fashioned, shouting, hyeteri-

c¢al, ungrammatical , gasping sort, . . . &apnd iz his exhorte-~
tions, phrases descriptive of lakes of burning brimstone and

nf endlegs torpent abounded, . . . At times he roared

?fs‘%
%
2]

with such power that he could be heard for half & mile,"?®

These Toregoing chavseterisbice seenm to be thoge

of what ig right, including his own gospel of peace or his

N &
ider PLLILY illustrates

right to preach 1t. Hamlia CGarlasndtsg
this type. Then there is the rascal prescher such as Huck

Fionn encountered on the %iﬁgigaipgiaﬁ Preascebing ls one of his

i

many ways to get money out of the gullible publie. This type

s

eould hardly flourlsh before there was & considerable popula-

tiop In an sres of operstion. Ancther bype i the ataid old
kBill-Joy who has not kept sbresst of the times and Pharissi-
¢ally denounces Lhe

Wigter's Virginian met one

Hemlin Garland, A&

4 # B s P % o
4, "Elde:x Preacher, Trovelled
% k3

T ow on Y % LA - ¥ “ % T TR

Huckleberyy FPlan, pp. 817-284,







THE PREACHER'S APPEARABCE

The study of the preacher begins asg would the study
of any man whom we should meet in the flesh, with an cbserve-
%iga of hig physlcal &@@a&r&aﬁ@; The &v&mg%ligﬁfgkﬁﬁysiguﬁ,
hig dress, age, nsticnaelity, m@&ﬁg‘@f traasportation snd

demennor are the subjects of this chaplter.

CPhw preacher was s big men. This stategent would be
aceepted almost without %rgum@ﬁ% ﬁﬁ%ilkﬁh@ plaing couantry is
?ﬁ&ch%é; ~@ﬁk%h@ Ffolloving page are listed &zik@h@ references
to helght féﬁﬁﬁ in this study. Hote that of the thirty-one
preschers named only Tour are sald to be small, and ten are
li@%@é g belng very tall, six feet, ﬁé@ iméh%&:@% BOLE , :Qﬁ%x
we consilder the work of these men, it ig uot surprising that
iargﬁ men became preachers, or vather, thet lasrge size vas a

desirable guality in s preacher. They needed to speak often

&3

without plstform or pulpit, and = helgbt sbove average is

%

definitely 8n advantege in zuch & clreumstaace. Bhort nen
would have more difficulty in commanding the. respect of the
audlence, particularly when 1t was composed of men whose very

exigtence depended upon physical provess. Commanding presencs

26
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£ smecond resson wvhy many preschervs were lorge wight
e that the huge voleces reguired for camp meeting work asre
not ususlly found in smell men. The voilces ¢f seversal of
these men were wmenlioned speeifically in the writings. Deep
bess voleces are ettribubted to Hajor Penn {(he was six feet tall,
and welghed 231 @mumé@};%~@§a%&$ Chiltom,” snd William Honk,
who 1s said to have been sugular and to have carried no ex-
cess weight on his six foolt, two inch frame, mlthough he
weighed 280 poundsi’ The voices of Ruter,® Powler,” and be
¥ilbiss'® ere all said to be musical, clear, ringing or melo~
dious. I. G. John was "s 1little man with a big volce and
plenty of 'epunk' mixed with his religion.”** This may have
enabled him to becone an effective minfster vhen other little
men did not. "2 megsive heed"*® on Orecenath Fisher is prob-

ably an indicatlon that his volee was not small, since volume

of volee depends greatly upen the slze of the head cavities.

%ﬁﬁfrﬁlig Op. eibeyope 40L

Charian J. Hatthews, Centenial Story of Texes Baptists,

Tdeeun Phelan, A History of Expsnsion of Methodisn in
Texes, 9. 15, ' ‘

®farnest Smith, Mertiln Ruter, p. 121,

&5

“Laura Woolworth, Littleton Fowler, p. 8.

10, . . .
&, B, ﬁ?ﬁ?%gg Benwindscences and Pvenbs ip the Minls-
terial Life of Rev. John Wegley De Viibiss, p. Li4é.

*lprelan, op. cit., p. 170.

L, , . T
“Bweet, op. eit., p. £78.
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There wss no comunent found concerning the voles of the other
smull men on the list, Willism Stevenson and Dsniel Parker.

It must be admitted, hovever, that people have a
%@ﬁ@%ﬁﬁy to a2dd sn inch or two bo the helght of an effective
and ﬁﬁmﬁéﬁéiﬁg‘yu%iiﬁ speaker who stands erect with his chest
%ﬁlﬁ high; g0 that mueh of his bulk is higher f?&m‘t%%kgrﬁﬁﬁﬁ
than thet of an &xéiﬁ&%? man. Moreover, I have noticed an
inelination on the part of men of considerable self-sssurance
{and preachers ﬁ%@§ %&ig @a@iiég} to think of themselves as
being teller than they aa%ugily‘ﬁy@; Littleton Fowler's biog-
rapher said @E&% he was six feet two inches tsll,*® ang yet
one of his @ail&aga%g'%%&%@é that be wes of average %@ighﬁﬁiQ
@%vi&uély§ both of these statements cannot be true. Some
harmony can be found, tﬁm&gh, i1f we allow an inch or so for
exaggeration in the firet, and allow the second to refer to
the averasge helght for preschers. LHven if, however, two inches
oy more iy sllovwed for exsggeration in the cssge of nmost of
these perascns, @tilif%h% average helght remalns well sbove the
sverage height of the goldler of World War II (five feet eight

ineches ), who wag an ineh or so taller thap bils father in Worle

TN
&
gy
B
Fost
%

War I. By opur standards today, these preachers were bi

lews, but it must be remembered that it is poseible that the

*SWoolworth, op. cit., p. 2.

$Macum Phelan, A Bistory of Farly Hethodism in Texas,
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Yegterney was teller than the natlionsl sverage. 4 good
many people think this probaeble, but ne systematic effors
has been mede to ﬁﬁt@%iig& the facts in the matter, as
fayr sg I cen determine,

There seeng to be o change in atiitude concerning
the §§y@ia&ikéim@ﬁﬁi%ﬁg of preschers aboubt the time the
frontler rsaah&@ the cattle country. MHost of the men listed
on Table I preached in the eastern porbtions of the state and
came bto Texas falrly early. The sgumercus deseripiions of
their physiques seem to emphasize the large size of the aver-
sge yra@eh&y, Buch descriptions faill o appear in the writ-
inge concernlng the "cowboy” preachers, like A, J. Potter,*™
I. G. Jonn,*® J. ¥W. Anderson,*” Peter Gravis,*® ¥. J. Joyece,*®
2o

¥, &, Jewes,“° and Johm Brown.®' They all seem to have been

uniwpregslive in physlcael sirze or almost certainly some refer-

2

ence would have been made to it, A. J. Potter®® andg I. ¢.

*SH. A, Graves, Andrev Jackson Potter, A Fighting
Pareson of the Texns Fronbier.

*®1vid., pp. 78-78,

*73ohn Wesley Anderson, From Lhe Plasines to the Pulpis.

*8peter W. Gravis, Tventy-five Years on the Outside
Rfow of the Rorthwest Texas Conference.

We J. Joyee, Life of W. J. Joyee

20William 8. James, Cowboy Life in Texas.

2ryohn Brown, fwenty~five Years a2 Parson in the Wild

Hest.
Jﬁ?&?@g? &Qﬁ %l%ﬁg §® %%@
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John®® were uoth siight men. An explsnastion that msy be
offered as to why the westers preacher did not Pind size

o important is found in a g%ﬁ%?%i change of attitude rela-
tive ﬁé %m&iiy measurements that came sbout with the rise

of the cattle industry. Physiecsl provess, so often the

barls for f@ﬁg&@% among the frontier p%@yi@} was no longeyr
megegured In @%?ﬁ% of the man az@mé, but the men and his horse,
Bpeed sznd ﬁ%xté?i%g came to account for far more than mere
ﬁﬁﬁily strength, when roping and skillful riding supplanted
1sg'§yli%ﬁiﬁg and gz@wiﬁg, and the gixg%%@ﬁ@? ruled out the
lﬁﬁg rifle, tommyhawk, and knife in a fight‘k Small glze is

an advantage to the horseman. This change in attitude is
r@fi%éﬁéé‘iﬁ the @@&@eﬁiéﬁ:mf tﬁé characteristics of the popu-
lar xggtic nerces. Lineolsn, ﬁ@agﬁaﬁ, ﬁ?@ckﬁﬁ%, Boone, Big-~
Foot Wellace, snd Bowie all towered far beyond the six foot
mark. The cowboy hero csn be much smaller, and is alwmost
dnvarisbly of slender build. %iily‘t%% Kid ie a2 case in point.
To be sure, %%& &&ﬁ%ﬁrg h&?@@@k?ﬁﬁﬁ horses, but thelir mighty

deeds were done on foot. Bonme of these men would appesr

]

grotesque on & cow pony, Just e s cowboy's boobted foobl does

not seem to guite £1t the ground. In the Cettle West the

e

small man 4i1d not heve the difficuliy of commanding the respect
of the crowd that he would have experienced in the eastern

frontier days.

ﬁﬁg%gﬁﬁﬁ pp. 78-79,




Nearly slil the esrly preschers were sbtrong athletle
men; they bsd to be. Foreeful publie spesklng is fetlgulng
physieally, yet esome of thesce men menaged Lo average nearly
two sernong o day over & grest gusber of years.®* Couple
thig sebivity to niles of horsebeek pidling, manval labor,
iate hours of study end much exposure to the wesbher sand the
gum Iz & 11fe thal veguired v sturdy body. A-few eitabions
will be pulfilcient %o establish thipg poiat. Bizhop Freeman
was  "robust &ﬁﬁk?ﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ.%@% John Denton wvas "physieally
strong.”® Benejah Carroll offered freedom to sny elave that
could outlift binw on 8 log y%lﬁﬁgv Willisw Bhevensun vwas
"lithe and active, and capable of great endurance."? “yncom-
mon sthelete force and aetivity ®® marked Danlel Poe. John
MeCullough®® end Rufus Burleson®® were execeptions, but little

ogf thelr presching wsg under resl fronbier eonditions.

#4yoolworth, op. eit., p. 15.

“%py Bose Murphy, A Short History of the FProtegtant
Episcopal Church in Texss, p. 37.

Byys y - T . - s
#Cwilliam Bllen, op. cib., p. 103.

27ye1lie Hoore, B. H. Carroll and His Educatiocsal
Yslues bo Texass, ». 1.

#Spuelan, op. cit., p. 18,

“SJemes B. Finley, Sketches of Western Methodism,
%n g{}ggq :
#9illiam Wallace McCullough, Jobn McCullough "Grand-

: 41
father,” 1LE805-1870, p. 30. -

: ﬁgﬁﬁargi&ﬁ% Burles
C. Burleson, p. 37.
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Hritioge of Rufus




Tuberculosis made Z. ¥. Morrell refer to himeelf as &
“eripple,"®® Lut his native strength enabled him to spend
many yesrs on the frontier. Apn interesting cese was Daniel
Bakerta, When he starited his work st twwanty-four, he had
2 "sellow, slender, sickly appearance, giving no promise of
the health and vigor he afterwards possessed."™® Later it
vas sald, "As to Dr. Baker, his incessant travels and presch-
ing developed and strengithened his constitution to & remark-
able degree. His capacity for work was unlimiteq." B¢

Tn summary, & remsrk of William Henry Milburn, him-
gelf o great preacher of the east of the Mississippi frontier,
concerning the eamrly preachers of thet avea, seems to apply to
the carlier Texas ministers, as far ss physique is concerned.
They “were salmost all men of powerful frame and pogsessing
wonderful powers of endurance. They were men 'mighty in the
seriptures and the Hymnbook! the only woerks they studieq. 38

0f Texas piloneer preachers® looks, Jemes Cranfill had this to

gt
&
bt
foout
L3
&5

gaunt ,

says “"The prescher of theintroductory sermon was

spgulsr, and homely. He vas the perfeet type of oléd-tine

w B

Primitive Baptist prescher of ny boyvheod years.” Cranlill

By 5y ; ;. .
Wyﬁﬁyﬁﬁiig op. eit., p. 107,

®%yillienm Mumford Baker, The Life and Labors of the
Bev., Danlel Baker, D.D., p. B4,

%4Ivid., p. 85.

ed,, The Annsls of Southern Heth-

on
odigm, 18558]
3

B, 28.




<‘%3

hed seen enough of the esyly preschers, abt least of one

§ﬁ‘

denomination, to be able to definitely say that tellness
was charaeterisiic,

One @%ﬁ%ﬁ %@@ily‘fééﬁayﬁ may @@‘ﬁﬁﬁbﬁ. of al1 %&g
evangeliste studied, only two, Williew Monk,”” and a man
named Brown®® were said to have been clean shaven. The
pietures that ave svaillable show full beards, grealt nus-
taches, aad every type of whiskers conceivable. This may
have been in keeping with the custonms of professional men
as 8 whole during %his periocd, but the study of such 2 ecus~
tom was beyond the sgeope of this artiele. Thizg study deter-

mined thet 1t is zale to say the typleal frontler preacher

F%’r

in Taoe

g’s@

had eome sori of erop growing on

It is doubiful that the averasge frontier prescher i
Texasn @&alﬁlﬁﬁ distinguished Trom the average Trontiersman
by hie dress. Joseph Terkington described the preachep's

dyess on the Prontiey to the northesst of Texss before 1611:

The dress of the people was sz orude ae thelr bhomés It
VRS B uf bomsspun cotiton or “ziﬁgﬁg«ww lgey.” fﬁ@
Hinisters were likewise clad iy rame materiel,
though even on the frontier e wag & yrecogolzed minle~
terial ks The preache rally wore stralgbl -

ﬁ??ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ A
Texasg, p. 75.

distory of the Expension of Methbodisw in

®FJ. W. Wilvarger, Indien Depredations in Texas,

p. 412,




breasted coate, high stending ecollars, long walet coats
and the plainest of neck ties. Buspenders were g luxuyry
vhich were Little Raowsn oo the frontler. The preschers
likewige affected 2 peculinr mode of halrdresging; sboud
midway betwveen the Pforehesd snd erown of bhe hesd the
hair wag turned back and permitted to grow down to the
shoulders.®” : ~ ‘ ‘

This deseription hardly would it the earliest preschers in
Texas. “"They were of sturdy stock--not reeds shaken by the
wind, not clothed in soft raiment--preferably in buckskin and

w40 Joseph

blankets. They were the John the Beptist %gyé,
Bays, the first ﬁ%gti@ﬁ to preech in Texas, "was clothed in =
buekskin suit end driving & yoke of oxen, Qﬁié&kwﬁﬁ drewing an
01d fashioned sled on which wes Joseph's family 2nd household
govds."** When the earliest of the Cumberland @f@é%y@%?i&ﬁ
preachers vanted to come to Texas, he had to come ss e lay
evangelist and Bible sgent, having been refused an ordinstion
examination beesuse of hies buckskin clothes %ﬁﬁ the peculisr
nature of hilg call, wanting to presech in # specisl field,
Texes.*® The firvst of the Presbyterisns, Hugh Wilson, wore

2

the dress of a farmer.® One esrly preachey lg spoken of azs

®®gweet, The Risen of Methodlem in the West, pp. 35-40.

%

““John MelLean, “"Introduction,”
cal Quarterly, I (July, 1808}, 1.

T hdemes Hilton Usryoll, The History of Tezasn

R

D. 1

“FThomas H. Campbell, History of the Cumberiand Pres-

P

byterian Church ig Tegxes, p. 16,

“BThomas M. Cunninghan,

Hugh Wilson, 4 Pilonser Baint,
p. 92. o
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4%

being alwsys well clothed, 4% snother, plainly dress 18,

#t11% another Twas neplligent, even osreless, in hieg dress,
With unkept haiy, homespun sult, hie shirt collar open, his
appearvance wes anything but elerieal.”®® It seems that nost
of the ministers of Texas wore about the same clothes as bhe
people apong whon they worked., Thls would be true in particu-
ler among the Primitive Baptiste and Dleclples of Christ, two
religious groups who have alvayes uged what obhers would eall
“Lay® yréaaﬁﬁrg. Some few preachers dld, however, assume &
peculiar dress. VWilberger déegseribes one whe Ywas & tall
sngulsr men, end mounbted on & tall engular borse; a tall hat
set on g head covered with vather long halr Sopgether with »
high choker and & long tailed coat, completed his clongated
appearance. 7 In later days, when towns wevre becoming citics
and congregations vwere well esbablished it is probsble thst

there wap & recoguized cleriesl garb, bubt even then sone

preachers refused to wear 16.%%® Preachers on the frontier
dguslly hed to introduce themselves as sueh; thelr elothes

d4id not hetray Lhen.

24 carroll, o git., p. 197.
¥ £i% P

“Sgweet, Bellgion on the American Fromtier, Vol. IV,
P. 479,

““Homer 8. Thrall, & Brief History
Texas, p. 28,

cit., p. 419,
J. B. Cranfill's




Strangely enocough, the only two references to natlion-
ality thst I encountered were both conterning Presbyterian

winisgters, Hugh ¥ilson and Peter Fullinwider. The Tirst was

of French, Hoglish and Scotek-Irish®® descent and the second,

Ei%&.%g Presbyberians were not conmon smong the vasungusrd

if.%

of frontier preaschers. They came generally to the settled
areas where towns existed snd where a number of members of
%ﬁ@i? denomination were ready to gather for the formation of
a chureh. The majority of the resl Fronblevsmen were not
interegted in ethnological background, end hence in %Qg% cuses
no mention is made of it. A glance at the names, @@w@%%$§
%ﬁ?%&lkﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘%ﬁﬁﬁ af the yf@@éh@ygg like most of the esrlier
gé%ﬁl&rg in Texss were probably of Englleh, Scobteh snd Irish

descent, but were more interested in founding & good family

than springing from one.

Probably the next thing that would be noticed ambout
g wpan would be his age. &%@aﬁk%%@ émly really asceurate state-
ment that can be made iz that the old prescher was f&%é oo
the frontier. On the following page is & aghi& liﬁﬁéﬁg wmosb

ia noblice-

S
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Gt

of the ianformation Cﬁ%ﬁu%“?ﬁ concerning age.
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able tuat frontler preschers be

“Ceunningham, op. eit., p. 1.

.« Fullinwider, the First

ach in Texag, p. 5.
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Hame Begen to Presch or EZxhort In Texes
Alexzander, Hobert 18 a8
Tryon, Willianm 28 51-38
Smith, H. Y. 18 o
Poe, Daniel &g 5135
ftevenson, James a2 &5
J%mﬁﬁ, ¥, 8. a5

Henks, John i 18
Hanks (his brother) 20 20
Melulleugh, John 20 35

Graveg, 6. W. young young
Gravis, Peter 23 25
Fovlier, Littleton a3 G4-4d
;%@féﬁ Jesse 28
W&ﬁkz&m&, I. L. @. ‘ 29-30

f}.ﬁ ?* 3 ?{3“";2

! s Daniel 51 B
Stevenson, Willilan ze 49
Stephendon, Henry ; 52
Baylor, R, E. B. 48

Bysrs, H. T. 42

Burleson, Hufus i7 a

Hill, ¥Foah 2
iller, John B0 &
Bodges, C. B, 24 24
iregovy, W, J. 18-19

iolden, @SQT&G 17

% é@?&; &4
Smalley, ¥ T ; Ly mashood 87
Bavs, Jdﬁﬁﬁﬁ 18
Durst, John 835 23
Dey 20 50-34
24 In prime

244

va om i

e ¢
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TABLE II {continued)

Hame Began to Preseh or Exhord in Texzas
3

Ruter, Martin 15 5082
Filegher, Orcenath - S o ' v -
Beker, Job 21 &8
Speer, Moses 70
Wilson, Francis Middlie-age
Hynie, John ' 50
Cravford, Roberi 24 24
BeRengie, J. ¥, #. Y ‘ 58
Hutehinson, John 22 53
Bacon, Sumner 1 c
Eaton, Benjamin

&g

Ives,; Galeb ; ~ : : 41

Freeman, George 55
Baker, Daniel 21 : AT
Wilson, ¥Williawm 35 35
Huteon,; Thonas ~ 24 32
Morrell, Zenus 20 58
Marsh, R, j Vo S : T0

AVERAGE C, 28 AVERAGE €. 34
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rather early age, the aversge of theose vn the table belng
about btwenby-three. It 1g also notlcesble that many of

these preschers (and some resl piloneers are among bthew) came
to Tezas after soms previocus experience, g0 that the average
age Tor starting work in Texas is about thirty-four. A good
many preachers did some work on the frontier during their
garlier yesrs, and then rvetired to civilization asg fa%iiy
obligetions becane greater or-age begin to Limit thely physi-
cal povers. BSowme were the farmer-preschers and remnined on
the homestead sfter fronbier conditions hed passged on. (ener-
ally epeaking, the frontier preacher did his work before he
wag middle aged and an older pen who continued on the frontler
waes an exception. One of these wags sn itinerant, who, in

thirty years of labor, "located” only one time.®* William

-

i

Wilson continued Trontier preseching vutll supersnnuabed,
and a Methoddist named Childress was on the fropntder-all bils

1ife.%® Morrell states that one vld prescher nemed Marsh was

84

gtdill golang to appoiniments when psst seventy, a8 wag alsgo

Moses %y@%y.gﬁ These were unusual men.

®YPhelan, op. cit., p. 33.
S21ypi4., p. 79.
Sgravis, op. eit., pp. 32-35.

o

%%%@ cit., pp. 198-199.

&

*SPhelan, A History of Early Methodism in Texas,
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iu observing the prescher’s appes
would simost cesrbalinly notice his mesns of btraspsportation.
He usnally traveled on borgeback. "The beasts they ride

%

are good ones, Tor they are great Judges

22?‘

of horseflesh,

I have even heard it whispered that they sre s little

o B

7

dangercus 'al a trade’'--but that, of course, is scandal,
This wag the @xgx%%%i%m of one itinerent concerning his

brethren in the pre-Texas frontier days, ?&a’g&m@ statement
holds true generally f@r.ﬁéﬁ @%ﬁ&% BRrSCns. . A8 one preacher
put 1t, 8 good horse was necessery in the Indian country.®”
%%rx&ii am@h&%ig@ﬁ the need Ffor good horses fov preschers
several times and ststed that no Indisn in the west had 8

%8  gscsping Indisns wes not the only

horgse as fast sy big.
reason why t&@ preascher needed Yo be well mounted. Jesse

?ﬁzg speaks of rlding his horvse, in less than two months time,
4,000 wiles wi@@ but 1ittle intermission for rest, over muddy

areag and swollen stresms. "I thank God for 8 good horse”

wag his concluding remark.® Z. ¥. Morrell "rode the same

11311
Ax pnd f Seddle

Henry Milburn, The Pioneer Prescher; Rifle,

dags, p. 356,

®Tgravis, op. elt., p. 14.

&

ﬁi%*} jglﬁ il{:}o




horse tvo hupdred and forty miles lafter powder and lead
Por seldiers) inside of four days."®C go many of the mey
studied spesk of their fine animals and relabe lncidents
that abow their hovses provess we can sssume that, as
genersal vule, the preachers' means of trensportation was

8 good horse. Several would take Yo mustangs when nothing
better wes svallable.®® Sometimes preachers Tared even

worge, Willism Medford, who was in Texas as esrly z2s 1833

d-bo-welk the first

Pormed 8 Tour weeks' cireudit snd ha

round. He was, hovever, the second month glven & horse and

B2

bridle. The good Baptist, Z. N. Morrell, once mended the

shoes of a walking Mebhodist iﬁiﬁ@?&ﬁ@ﬁ‘ﬁiﬁﬁf ﬁﬁfr@&ig‘glﬁﬁ sugh
they "aid nobt sgree at all on the doetrines of depravity,
vaptism, communion and church polity."®® Mules were not usn-
¥nown Por ssddle work.®® Por moving his family the prescher,
1ike nesrly everyoag elge, @%%ﬁ an o or hovss dravn W%gﬁﬁ‘%ﬁ

In the eariier days In Texas the lack of rosds and bridges

[ N » o .
“oBp. git., pp. 56-58.

“tibid., pp. 183, 303-4; Baker, op. clt., p. 248;

i N %2 . fal 3 g g

“Zpeems, Anpals of Houthern Methodiswm, 1857, p. 360.

"“Morrell, op. e¢it., p. 181.

G4 ; : ‘ PO ; o i p
”f&ﬁfill,‘ﬁgﬁ eit., p. 615 Phelan, Expsneion of

@5 3

éﬁiﬁgﬁiﬁﬁ in Tewas, pp. £, 224.

Cunningham, op. cit., p. %%g Morrell, op. €i%.,
g&gﬁgg ‘ ﬁg ES %&# ¥ E}& %g&g &wi 1%?%»%}}; @”g'a 5«3«%’3 E ?tﬂ .Ewu
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golidly baged thee e ugually pletured. The long liste
of catechisnms, Bibles, testapente, hymo books, disci-
plines, and other religious books, which were gold by
the Hethodlst eireult riders to the people on thelr cir-
cults sre evidence of the religlous lnstruetion alfforded.
The fact thet slmost sll of the eparly Presbylterian
preschers in the West were alsc school teachers iz evi-
denee that theirs was s tesching zs well as a preaching
religion.®® ‘

Wheress the shouting bad not completely died oubl by

D

the ﬁim@ the gospel reached Texes, spparently meny of the
excesser were under eontrol, and in general, bthe demeanor of
ﬁh@ preachers studied was sueb that the average @éa@é%%% par-
son of today would not %@kgy%&kly semboarrassed by seeiung then
in the pulplt of ﬁiﬁ ow¥n Q&a§%3.~ On the one extreme there
were two preachers, front line frontlersmen, who always read
their sermons. To be gure, Z. N. Morrell e &@%@ﬁi@ﬁ%é that
a man of J@ﬁ%g %ﬂ&ﬁiﬁ@*’@@iii%y should ??@%éﬁ @gﬁlﬁ@§V@iy
from menuseript, yet he kaew of only one %i@@ when he spoke

| T |

extenporansonsly. The other, William Monk, was strictly a

homileticsl prescher, snd seldosm 1ifted his eyes from the

?&g&?;?&

D o o ; , , R
Bweet, Revivallew in Ameviesn, pp. 132-134.

Morrell, op. elbt., p. 137,

T
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%

the ﬁi%@%@@ﬁ%ﬂ cenbury weére ofien i%&kim@ ot only in sducs-

tion but in "niceties and @i%g&ﬁcﬁyﬁﬁ“

and hsd a @fiéfﬁﬁ‘
demonstrative @ﬁ“&ékgi af @y@&ﬁhimg‘ These %K@f%ﬁﬁi@ﬂ%,‘@ﬁww
év&z,yﬁﬁ not n%ﬁ%&a@ri%y demand ﬁ%aﬁ we atbribute to &ll the
early frontier pr@&&%@r@’%ﬁ% pulplt excesses that a Tew prac-
ﬁiﬁ&é; ’zt ia &ﬁti?@ly pogsible that the flery demeanocr of
these men %&@ baen Q?@?ﬁ%?h&@iﬁ&é’&g | |

There wap in the Texas @@tiﬁ@wﬁ however, some sebivity
both in the pulpit and on the floor that could bak@@ﬁﬁ excit-

ing nnd qulte esudible. J. B. Cranfill %ﬁiig this anecdote:

ALl who heve ever hesrd the Hardshell Baptists presch
znow that they are qulte voeifercus in thelr exhortations.
o o .o ¥hen the desyr 0ld minister resched the climax of hise
%@%ﬁﬁéﬁiﬁ@iﬁﬁQ and voeliferstions, he wverily yelled ocut his
text, "Lo, I come im the volume of the bookl” and ss the
vord "book” wae escaping his lips, the old pulpit took a
forvard lureb &ﬁé down csme pulplt, preacher, Bible, wateyr
piteher and a11.%

&M%&imiy none &f the ?f@%@ﬁﬂfﬁ were noet sedete and calm in

the §u2yi@. ﬁfﬁ%%%%& Pilghey was said to have “"burned,” and

o e b . .
®YW111iam Milburn, The Ploneers, Preschers and Pec
of the Hississlopl Valley, p. %578, '

&
e

oot
T

Bitbid., pp. 388
@rﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁ as g y 5 ¥ 4 £ & Bhade Y
' L. Benry Fowler, The fumerican Palpit, pp. 112-118,
121 -128, 128-131.
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Cranfill, Chronicle




when he shoubted, "'Halleluish

broke all bar

ehurch redeh hoed

tainly saleo there wae crying,

rejoleing,®® yet

part these things were not overdone.

a meeting as belng “"the

pouring of the 8plrit I ever
man arose from the aournery’

verted, and demsnded baptism.,
his head with the appropriate

"notwithstanding the shouting

alter, there was no confausion

and in order.,'’

Socially, 1% seeme

well and maintalned =

bearing. Littleton

ﬁ%@wﬁaﬁ

ers, the people arose Lo Lhely

with thelir rvesponsive ha

the preachers

besgt for order

gaw., "

that
pleasent atititude

Fowler was *

iglon on the American

e
n

to Godl' the tilde of erotion

feet, and the

o B

il%lui&a% Sy

B% ghouting,® wmourning,®" ang

contend that for the most

One minligter spoke of

gnd the unlverssl oyt~

8n . ~ ;
ar During one meelbing &

bench, stated that he wag con-

The preacher poured water on

utterance, and it wes sald that,

mingled with wmourning at the

and all was done 'in decency

most of the preschers got along.

and relabtively refin

cheerful®;®! De Vilbiss was

Proantier, Vol. IV,

ﬁégﬁﬁg'ﬁﬁ

av Campbell
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&’3

"poelally . . . rersbhle wnd pl nt, with Pine converssa-

tionsl powers.” ¥ Daniel Baker was never remembered to have

Be

Been snybbing but sunny and smiling, and wlways well

wannered, % although he vas one of the few preschers who dis-
approved of jesting, punning, and the 1ike.®® fven when
ﬂﬁﬁ?@@ 5@&& on Potier w&% goulng to chestlise 8 msn, he spoke

of it ss "calmly as if he was golng to eat & gulet meal,””®

%‘%%

Por hig day and age, the prescher on the Texas frontler zeenms
to have had the demeanor, boith In the pulplt and out, of a
faivrly likeble, reasonable, and well-polsed pman. He iz nob
exnetly the game pan vho appeared earvying the gospel un
earliier fromblers. The passing of time mey heve broughlt sbout
this change, for s nev generstion bad asrigsen since the Grost
Revival of 1800-1808. Then too, the cheracter of the Texes
population (te be discuseed later) may have demsnded & 4if-
ferent type of preacher. It isg mlso suggesbed that the Texas
Frontiersmen were less lsolsted than those in Kentucky snd

Tennesses snd therefore less susceptlble to wess emotion.

Whatever the vemson, 1t is ecertein that

“Favaves, John Wesley De Vilbiss, p. 114,

Bt s T s g ;
@ Baker, op.

Potter, p. 186,
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men, but he had 2 somevhaet betier mien than his sssocinben,

due perhaps to his inper feeling of well-being, his intense
Geglre to 1nfluence others Porp good, end his superior educsm-

tion. That he possepsed these lust two cherseteristics wiil

be shown in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER I11

IBTELLEQTUAL AND HOBAL REQUIRERERTE

o

@Eﬁ %&%i% demesnor

b

be %i@ fﬁ? %ha ﬁ tract

The

ive Bpe

4 in the last chepiter, as well as for his influence

evements desalt with ip later chapters ls found in the

n oand preparation, the zegl snd uprightuness of the

preacher in Texes. aul seld of his Jewisgh

s "For I besar bthem witness that they have & zeal Tor

*«» i

not seecordling to k%ﬁwiaﬁg wag often all tos

does not it

lg to the early frowtier parsons. It

leal” evangellst of Texas guite so well. There seens

been & bebtter bslance between hils zesl asnd kaowledge

two were made move uvseful by his good 1ife.
. N o

it war sald b g% the Trontier

gtlc was no ordinary men. He wss 8 man with 2 mission,

zcenl, To leave the safedty of elvilizetion and risk

Baokie

i & bostile reglon, with 1L

thle hope of enrthily gain,

in & nmep o buvnling desire for the welfsre of bumsn
A mere observation of some of the datee a8t which the

4

144




preachers entered the frontier reglons in Tewxas will con-

vince the reader that they hed e true Pionevring spirit.

There may have been Protestant missionsries in Texss as

garly s#s 181Z, and certainly there were in sustla's eolo-

nles all kinds of Protestants.® 7T& is known that William
Stevenson preached in Texas in i%&%,@ and in the days pre-
¢eding the revelubtion there vere a g00d many preschers who
Proclaimed their tidings in Texas, in spite of the fact that
fatholie Mexico enaected lows %o Oppose such setions, J. M.
Cerroll hes been able to trace at leagt twenty Baptiet preachers
who were in Texms between 1820 and 1863¢, and vho, ignoring
thrests of the governments, were able to esteblish two Bap~

tist churches and three Sunday schools.® 4 Cumberlang Pregby-
terian chuveh was ﬁfﬁa ized in 1833, ane is sald to be the
first Protestant a%aﬁf& dn %ﬁxtg*@ in 1820, Joseph Bays, Bap-
tist, was ﬁ@m§ﬁy&yiiyf?my$@§ ﬁ@ discontinue services in Texas
becsuse of Romen Catholic %ﬁth%%iﬁm%WQ@ sud In 1823 he vag

srrested and wes te have been taken to San Antonio for trial,

Rel
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i@@yﬁ Pactor in Builg ing Texag,
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'%i%%ﬁ?@uﬁfﬁﬁﬁxﬁﬁ Baptist, . 17.




when he sgelwed & gun onpe of his three

laid down, clubbed the Mexicans and
son, s Methodliet, wss presching as far west as the Colorsdo
river by &%2%,% and, asslsted by tvwo other preachers, held
canp peetiages west of Lhe Trinity in 1834 angd 1835.9 A4
lesst tvo Presbyterian ministers’® vere also in Texas unlav-
fully during the pre-revolutlonary days, end Z. §. Morrell
demovstrated his courageous geal lpn refusing to turn back
with hig family when %told that s revolution wés in progress
in Texas,''

Devetion to duty is the second indication of the pio~
neering cleric's geal, In the December 35, 1887, edition of

the Tezas Advovsie, ¥Francis YWison says:

Twenty years have I perved the altars of our church with
zesl, ipn sipcerity and earnestuess of souvl. I have taken
inte her pale wore than 4000 mem re, 30 of vhow have
becone ministers, I have travelled %ﬁ RO miles sud
preached 7,000 sgermonsi bhave lived har % and worked hard
and recelved small sllowsnece for my %m§gﬁ$@&£$

fﬂg*} s i TP & g
Deenp, Aunals of £

A 5 WY p
4, A His

~§§'§£$aﬁ@?ﬁ Rev., ﬁ@%@ﬂ " §dii&ﬁ%iﬁ

e
&
=
iy
£
b

]

»3;8

eit., p. 50,

¢it., p. 15.
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- weligious bodles whosge orvrganizstion sllowed for
of full-time misgionarvies, this stabtement could

#d Lyploal of ke effortes, 1f ast of the gucvesa,

of the frontier epvoys of the gospel. One writer records the

i

setivities of meversl borvder missiopsries seat oul by

the

Baptiste and the indiecabtions are that they presched aboud

every obther day, Stravelled seversl miles deily and visited

%mﬁ&?@@@ of Temilies Jﬁayly, Having to sleep on the

18

g@ﬁ%iﬁg logt and w@ﬂﬁsyisg 511 ﬁﬁ@& svinmning rive

18 g LF
#

freeving a&f@a%rgﬁ saduring rvealy and oold

£

bodily iil&@%@i@ and haviag to @%svi@@ big own food by

ia

were G pie&§ af the ﬁﬁf&%h o %ﬁ%ﬁ feiled to ke

ing

ing five times on one Bunday.” " Although bleeding in

dedl

lunge and extremely weak, 2. ¥,

loglecally srgued for vhat e belleved to be right in

i

ing of & Bapbist Ass z&ﬁ§$a, Andrew Jacksuon Pobter

*®*Burleson, op. eit., pp. 260-861.

¥ o Y E b : @
Deeme, op. 2lt., p. 354,
Sl A

*S1vid., pp. 264-5.

%%y?@ig} op. 2it., pp. B34-7,

ot

"veems, op. cit., po.

Foid

b
E
s\%
mv

rrell, op. eit., b.

- 5 o g
op. git., . 2879,
i,

rrell, op. ¢it., pp. E4-25,

gelists from seeking %o save souls. COne spoke of

¥ hunt -

oy e gh%ag

fzg
w

preach-

e

%
i

&
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gpent meny sleepless nights car

Bt

ot
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ng for a dying

o
e
o
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e
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slept one night, and then stayed up three more with

.2 on another ocession he preached on erutches

%

%

suothe

4

oy

Wk

e

5 23

‘@i by an injured hip.

o

E

5

regul; vidence of the willinguess

&

is W. J., Joyee's sssertion, "I went out of my way

5

Lo serve

gixty or eighty miles, 2 Lime or btwe to preash to the people
8t old Fort Clark."®™® Perhaps such determination to perform

the mssigned tesk wes not to be found in all of the @&ézy
ministers, but the men mentloned in this paresgraph vere among
those who ventured Ter out in the f?&ﬁ@y%&%ﬁ times, sad were
probably the only preschers some of the f?%ﬁﬁi@?@%%ﬁ eyer saw.

Lourage was peeded by bthe evangelist, znd many of then

geemed to bave hed 1t. W. J. Joyce &nd s compasnion once slept

B

sut in the open Indlan country Just to aveld the bed bugs in

the cabin of thelr host for the day.®® They were sroused by

Indisnz and Toreed to rebrest some zeven or elght niles to a
cabin, In the early days of Texas the redeking prevented many

Texens from sttending meetings.®® 4% least one preacher hed all

Deens , op
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his horses stolen by these people,®’ and ancther lost his
FTourtesn yeay old son .08 Denger seldon %éﬁﬁﬁﬁé‘%hﬁ wouths
of the gospel ?rﬁai&im%r%§ but I 414 find cne casé where
it 81d. Tsame Heed dld nobt presch during the years 1834 to
1858 because of the ﬁg%%@lﬁﬁ mensce, Generally speskiang, =
men lseking é@ﬁrﬁgg é%ﬁiﬁ not be aceepted indte fronbier no-
giety, %a% ﬁ&isfié@a @ili‘h% éigeuggﬁﬁ‘iﬁ @@?@'ﬁ%t&i&‘%&@ﬁ
the “fig%ﬁimgk§&ygﬁ§” ig %tgﬁiﬁéa

iﬁﬁi@gﬁiv% @f ﬁ&@ %g§§ ot m%ﬁk%ﬁﬁi would esrry the
gospel into %%é:f%ﬁﬁﬁiﬁy regions ds & stabement in an edito~

rial from the Texag Advocate for Hovember 24, 1855, The

writer btells how ths gﬁ&@%g of Hexico &é%%ﬁ be evanpelized
éﬁ%@‘&g Eazst Texasg %%& been %@é% it wes under %@ai@&ﬁ rale.
"hnd ?@% so-far is this from being the case, that ve %&?&

not ?r@&e&%y@ for %ﬁ@kfyﬁﬁgi@f‘?ﬁgiﬁﬁﬁ gf wegtern %@%&g; on1
for an iﬁ%?%&gﬁ‘i% the number of f&i%ﬁf@é, %@%Z%%$§ gﬁifwk

sserificing itinerant preachers!®®®

e

The sverage Frontiep vrescher in Texes wvie nolt an
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jgnorant man, for the nature of hig field would net allow
the sucecess of the unlesrned. On otber frontiers in the
United States ignorance could be tolerated snd might even

prove an apset, as is indicated in the Lolloving quotations:

The borderer kaoevw 1little cr nothing or organized religlon,
In his falth Europesn supersiitions mingled with those
of his Indisn neighbore. He believed in omens, magle,
tehes and in the gignificance of bed dreams. . . . His
ckin had brought with then to the beack sountry e belied ip
a Christian God., To him they turned instinctively and
without professicnal winigtration, as the Chervokees burnsd
to Yo He ¥Wab whepn the asgpect of nature became oveyr wheln-
ing. + . . BReligion languished on the Trontler and dete-
rigpated in the sbtruggle of everyday 1ife. VWhen the iy~
euit rider or minister came and & revival of epiritusl
1ife oceurred, the religion of the bachwoods becanme a
primitive mvg%ieism.%a : o

I have found thet the desper 1 got inbo the Brush, snd the
denser the ignorance of the pecple, the greaster was the
gumber of Lhe preschers 1 heve geen & surprislagly large
anumber of people who &ﬁ@% very 1ittle of the world, and s
great deal less of books, to w%&m the honore of & preacher
were very attrecitive, I ssy "honors" for the emoclumente
vere so small that they had very 1ittle welght in the mat
« » « Bome of Lthem could nod resd at all, ssnd many could
resd & verse oy chapbor only vith greategt ﬁiﬁfia&lwgg B
miga&ii 4 & large number of the larger words. "

Jord

?h@f@ 8YE MAnY %hmu%amég ﬂf people who rerely, iT ever hesy
& mermon from an educeted minlster, These people have
strong end well defined notlonsg of the kind of preschiang
that sults thew. I & preschey ronges sxtenslvely ovey the
Bible, and guotes 8 great desl of seriptures without any
cregerd to ite sppropristenege or connection with the bext,
they gay of bin approvingly: 5 Beripbey prescher,
Hets not s lernt man, bubt he's & fﬁ%i‘wﬁﬁiyﬁaﬁ prescher,

ﬁﬁRa&g% Henry CGabriel, The Luvre of the Frontier, p. &1.

Sl§, ¥. Piergon, In the Brash, pp. 236-239,
321pid., pp. 250-251.

ter.
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Southern Methodism®® for 1655, teld of g fifteen yesr old

Boay, whe had nevey seen gehoesl or chureh; kanev 1ittle beszides
Indiasn fighting, had never heard thet there wasg 8 Bavior, but
came and waz converted st the prescbiag of Heonry Etephenzon.

It csn be affirmed, hovwever, that before long the resl back«
woods type was fna wminovity, for the @m§?ﬁﬁﬁrimg were bring-
ing in settlers from the more eivilized portiomns of the United
States during thisg pericd., Texas was enjoying the plantiag of
whole colonies, which ecould quickly set up goveranments and
offer opportunities for rapid eulbursl development, rather than
the glow infiltratlion of 2 plonsering backvwoodsman pushed wesi-
ward by the resentment towerd = more aﬁmgiéx goviety.

During and sfter the Texzas Revolution, wvhen lumigra-
tlon %o the wvast nev ares begsu in eeraest, settlers from all
walks of 1ife came in wilth such rapldity that there were 212,000
pergony din the stalte %y~i@§§.ﬁ@ This means thet ia one Fa iU of

tion Texas had grown to the extent that many of the sc-called

?::%
o
e

“eultural™ inetitutions had come 1nto being. The childre
moat of the petiliers re able teo fiad sehools 1T they wanted
to lesrsn to vead and write.

Inmedistely Tolleowing thils peviocd came the era of raile
rosd bullding which moved civilization westvward at s frantie

puce compared to eariier times. There was no "dark sge” of

%MeCullough, op. cit., p. 22
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vee genervabtions on the Texas Trontier, although at

‘
%212*

wer o b

i—nis
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times the preachers could not keep up with the westwa
of the population. This fellure will be digcussed in e later
3

N
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i
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Apother great reasson thet Texas recelved the benefits
of an educsted clergy is the fact that 1810 to 1850 was a

period of great organization of churehes. Churches were

crganizing miselonsary socletles; the Methodists in 1812, Bap-
tists, 1852, the Fplscopalians, 1888, The Lpiscopalisn educsa-
tional soclety csme in 1818, and the Hetl ggisu% and %&pii%%g
f@&lﬁw%ﬁ suilt shortly afterward. A% i@&@% tw%ﬁﬁwai?a theo-~

logical seminaries were esstablished in Americs between 1008

and 1840. Colleges sponsored by churches were gb?ingimg up

everywhere during thie periocd, the Bapilste and Melhodists

giving lueressing asbbtentlion tyo @@&ga@i@m in %ﬁ@ thirties. The
American Soclety, organized in 1816, tried to put & Bible in
every American home 1n 1829-30. The American Tract Soclety
{1828Y put out such works as 8 ftwenty-five volume religlous
livrary and a Tifteen volume home llbrary, in sddition to ite

newvgpaper and tracte. The Mebhodlist Book Concern was established

in 1769, and the Baptlists founded & traet soeiety in 1824 and s

publishing house in 1840, These institutions, together with

funday School Union, which was established in 18624

and sought to put & Bunday 8Bchool in every western communiity by

{»ér
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preachers, and the preachers for the ¥esl.w

The people of Tezas were of s Lype Gk

reagonably well ﬁ“%ﬁ@ﬁ@% glergy. There were

ﬁ%a%&”m? in Tewas. Lawyers, docbors

I
4
(S
@
e

ants and mechsnics migrated %o

ST ¥ P
backwoodsman.,” > A Britigh traveler
mage of Texsns were people of tslent snd integrity, were

ed intelligent people with

courtecus and &%iigiﬁgs #&@%w@ﬁ
g taste for ?@fi@&ﬁéﬁﬁy who had already (1841) orgenized

@%ﬁ?ﬁ&@g, enscted sayvere }%wﬁk%@ suppress gﬁ%iﬁg? duslliing
%ﬁ@'@i%ﬁf‘iméﬁfﬁlﬁ%§g ad & vollege wit %ﬁ%@ ﬁﬁ%%‘%ﬁvéaﬁy

#

sbudents, %ﬁﬁ “ﬁ&%f@ isg %Qﬁ?ﬂ%iy @ f?&& person in Tezas unable

. 5 s OB E s e s . . ; ‘ .7
to read and write.”" Te A. Horris in the same yesr visibed

Texas @?é made a very %&ﬁii&w statement. en years later,

25

young §&z$$ Zimmons was sdvised to ftake the full theological

{J

“Phelan, Farly Methodiem in Texss, p. 10.

Te~T7.
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course before he went West. His sdviscr said, "The brightest
and most enterprising of our eitizens go west; Iif you would
sutceed there, you will need all the preparatios you cvan
sequive.®* Dsniel Baker socunded forth the need for bebter
preachers and stated that in Texas the people would not come
out very well unless they bhought that the preacher was "worth
hearing.”%® JHobert Alexander, one of the Pirst HMethodist mie-
pionaries in Texss "algo stated that 1t would be necgssary teo
send educsted snd telented young preschers, ag 'Texusg is com-
posed of the shrewdest asnd most latelligent population of any
new country on earth. ' "*® Lster, 1n the wvestern cow country,
both John W. Anderson®® ang 4. J. Potter®® emphasized that

the west Texans were refined and educeted, and ay Poiler put

it, had "listened to the ablest preschers in the older states.”
Preachers of aull falths were about this ftime vealiz-

ing the need for an edueation. The Baptiste, Cumberland Presby-

terien and Methodists could licence an uneducated man bo presch,

and the Disciples of Christ vevopgpizged the 2ight of suy Chrig-

of an

tdan to presch, but bthese groupy veslized the advanbage

educration, 17 only te facilitate srgument saong themselves.

About 1880, one Baptiet writer was contrastlag the contemporary

“‘Robert Stusrt Mechrthur, A Foundation Bullder, pp. 24-

“®w. M. Baker, op. zit., p. 351.

%ﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬁ & (3% B a,ﬁ;é; & ¥ g;g‘w g&%s

H

o the Pleips bo the Pulplt, pp. 148-150.

g

*®pyelan, Zxpension of Hethodism in Texss, p. 178.
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gopnditions of Lthe denominstion with thet of Tifty veanrs belore,

when "the number of sduceated ministers of the Bapbtist Chureh

was very smell.”®¥  Rufus Burleson was humilisted thss
could even be an execuse Tor s Methodiste' preacher ridiculing

the Bapbists for thely laek of hkanowledge of the Gresk uposn

&7

which they based their arpuments for lmmersion.” Freacher

esst of the Migsleslppl wmey bhave used only Ei%iﬁ snd hymo
bonk %1%%%%~@Eﬂiﬁ§i¥%iyg@ﬁ but az bhe fronbtier sdvesnced boward
Tegae bthe need for vider learaning gred.

Among those preschers in Texas about whose educstlion
any informstion was obtalped, alwost twice as many had attended
eollege ap had noeb. 4 few were oubstanding scholars. Hartin
Buteyr, the hesd of the first Methodlist misslionary team in Texas

& resl Froutiersmpan Twas reputsd to be bhe best educebad

3
e

A
man of ‘hls day dn Metbodlasm., This digtinetlon 4e the more con-
mendable Fropm the faet that this erudition waees the product aof
Bis own persistent private @%ﬁﬁyf”%@ He held ag M.4. and an

honorary D.D. degree, and hed abllity to read the geriptures

b

86

2

in ninpe lengusges. ™  Beversal showed thely scholariy beat by

*“pavid Benedict, Fifty Yewrs Among the Baptiste, p. 17

& F %
2 Buries 538,
Fregehers o and People of
. B9,
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memorized the Bible, which is conceded by meny to contaln
the materlial for a feirly libversal educeticn. A, J. Potter
could gcarcely vead wﬁﬁﬁ he was converted, but became 8 cls
leader immedimtely, and within %hyé%ky@afé vae 1%@@%3%& Lo
?ﬁ&ﬁﬁh‘ ﬁ* L. %a$@i$3 % miaaivﬁ&@@ on the plains, in oue

of hisg lebtteres displays some $at%cr um@rth@égx spelling and
gremmer.®¥ Bad spelling may not be & sure indication of
ignorance %&&mkw@ consider that these men were @g@&%@&% and
ﬁﬁé writers, ém@‘ﬁ@uiﬁ‘h&v@‘%%@ tendency to place the @ﬁ?&&gi%
on ﬁﬁ@k§ﬁéwiéﬁgﬁ raﬁhey than %@@ @géﬁﬁ form of the words ex-
ﬁrﬁgﬁiﬂg‘iza Peter W. Gravis, a self-taught man who "was
loocked upon és’& ﬁax with some iiterary ervudition, ggé suffi-
clently %egﬁﬁiﬁ%@ﬁ with the seriptures &ﬁﬁkﬁhﬁféﬁ hi@%&fyé“ﬁﬁ
" and who displays & knowledge of the Greek wistorians,®’ had
Q?i@@ﬁﬁij’ﬂ@ laﬁt@& big speller. Another individualistie
@rtkagf%gh@f wvas W. 4. Joyee, who h&é‘?gﬁé law, shoved some
sbility at logie and vae femilinr with Socrates, Rousseau,

Ingerscll, and Darwvin.

S7¢arroll, op. eit., p. 18.
%&5?&V%%§‘ ndrew Jackeoun Pobter, pp. 112-118.
S¥phelan, Zxpensicn of Methodism in Texes, pp. 245-

e
g

el
s

2o . o o
Gravis, op, elt., p. 39.

“4Ibia., p. 23.




A faw evidentliy good

for 1t was geid of Littleton Fovier:

gwigzi &m& in the
& ] o%t g'a<§-w£}%% @wg

(2]

, e haé Lhe
&f $$%ﬁ§&atﬁﬁ %y&;%imm} %a%ﬁ%@% atbalnments
‘ﬁi@&ag entirely sslf-scquired

R

W. J. Gregory, through hard study bad "scquired & good precti-
cal education and became 8 strong preacher snd profound theolo-

gian."®® 4 contemporary sald of Hosea Carrebt that he was

"the closest sbtudent I ever saw,” although “he was probably
never inside of & college t1ll he became a trustee, 9%
Becoming licensed to @@%&ﬁ%, ﬁ@@@?@fﬁ certainly 414
net slways involve demonstrating a thevlogiesl education. In
1837, one writer states, "Preachers of every cul E% most of
%%%@‘ﬁ@lfwliﬁ%ﬁﬁéﬁ, hag %@gamﬁéh%ykiﬁéigﬁaﬁﬁiy @ﬁﬁ@l&iﬁ%ﬁg Lo
roam the West, pillsging the remains nf the gfwmwavmla%imw&ay

church, %% SBuch self-licensing was condoned ﬁm&ﬁg the Digei~

ples of Christ and the Primitive Baptists, and the fromtier

ently did not cppose s man's presching, for they

people appar
were rellgion hungry. Jose Redriguez was licensed bo presch

even hefore he Joined the Methodigt chureh, and when he had

Jottings from an 014 Journal of Littleton
fre g

?ﬁgﬁ&yﬁ

» 9p. git., p. 130,




oply & Cetholie baptism.®®  The privete secretary to
President Lemey was not & member of any chureh, but in 1841
he

regolved to do what he could Tor the moral snd religiovus
welfare of hisg fellow-citlizens. He orgaanized s Sunday
Sehool of one hundred and Torty scholare, wnd also
‘presched to the whole population of the city every
Sunday, to the white people in the espitol, and to the
negroes in a beautliful grove of evergreen ocaks.'"V’

If sueh 2z reception could be afforded & man in the capital,

Jikely thaet lp the rural sreszr where the need

W

it 1s nob ur

§i:’é

would seenm. grester, sp unlicensed preschier would nob lack

en sudience.  J. B. Cranfill; a Baptist, ssid he was
when "Jjust pest elghteen, an uvancoubh ebscure country lad,
unequipped with any litersry or expert braining of sny king."®®
rteinly the lerge majority of the nministers studied were

roabion.

duly licensed or ordained, st least by & local congr

In the more highly orgenized denomlnstions they were sub~

Jected to sone fﬁr% of exemination, bubt the examinstion itself

sometimes falled Lo do much in the way of checking the gu

cations of the candldste. W. J. Joyece bells of appearing

wefore the MHebhodlsi that the full of

brought aboub

*g:ﬁ

;. 9 B T s & P
nan was Lhe firet

driguiz, op. alt.,

&5 %

§§”§u Bose Murphy, op. eit., p. 27.




ot By g 0 4 T R R P ST T
cn bhe memberes of the board, some of whon

3T God

i others held that

v B % N .
with hin whi

wus the first doctrine, so thet he was another

guestion.”” Preschers were needed on

2

e man wae found who would pree consclentious,

5

he probeably found 1ittle Fformslity to stand s hls way. One
Bapiist churceh, movreover, revoked two licevses to preackhk

Py

bly used

w ¥
#

becauge they were nol being “profita

The g?%&a%@?&‘wﬁﬁ‘f@%&imgé at their Qérk on the from-
tier were for the most part men of high morelity and great
piety. Those who were not will be discussed when “the rascal
§%$&é%&f” is dealt with. A g@@& 1ife was a ﬁ%@@%%i%y for the

minister because generally speaking the

successful fronti

frontiersman had 1ittle respeet for religlous mep who led in-

consistent liveg. ¥W. 8. James seld that this wes particu-

) F I . 5 3 25 g X b
lsrly true of the cowboys. - Illustrative of the high morsl

conevepts that some of the churchmen had is Zenocs K. Morrell's




thaat be had led the Indians Lo belleve an b~
Fhie sape man onee Felt unespgy Tor travelling on
arder to resch u preaching appolintment,”® would

ot let bimeel? take tlme off frowm preanvhisg $o paitenl sons

yheeled plows snd planters he had invented, * and onee gave

hig leet provisions to some soldlers, who in turn alided hinm
in bhunting gewme and h@ﬁ@§,?@ The referentes Lo Tapily wor-
ship and dsily prayers swmong preachére are numerouws. VWhen
Jekn B, Denton heard that Littleton Fowler and Robert Alex-
ander had takeu uyp land epeculstion bhe wae deeply grieved
and gave up his own holdings {(worth $600) so &s not to be
seoused of the same thing.”® The preacherts good works some~
times brought rewards lsmmediately. A, J. Pobbter once gave &
poor man & beel sud vecewlved s twenty dollary gift from s
woman soon eftervard; then gave @ widow & dollar's worth of
eafPee and belore long revelved flve dullers frow o reformed

drunkard,

e i Bow oy g}@ss v‘}{g”?%ﬁ

k2
i

dndrew Jeekwon Potter, pp. 315-31




Humerous references indicate that most of the early
ministers oppoesed dancing and g@m§%im@$ regcelived peraseution
for it. One went & little further and coneldéred the Piddle
used at dances bto be "wholly an instrument of evil, and he
abominated it with apn unspeskeble aversion.”’® The peme wan
a#lso abhorred fiction as lies and deception. W. J. Joyce
agreed Co be qulet during s dence at & wedding »t which he had
Just officiated if the boys would bebave inm chureh, and recelv-

ing & promise that they would, he slept on s pallet while the

P y FE ; _ s e e B
couplee tripped sbout him. Beveral preachers mention the

fact that they were teetotalers,®® and some also ogpposed cards,

horse racing, and the thester,®t Smoking was ﬁ@tka§@Y$?@ﬁ of
by some premchers, particularly éwyiﬁg services, snd wvhen one
preacher asked some young men bto stop smoking they

gathered trash asnd old i@g%&%ﬁ and

?r@&ﬁh%f @%ﬁ of the %miiéiﬁ%«%& when a Tew young men tried

break up e meeting by smoking cig

e T

B0James, op. cit., p. 13; William Baker, op -
853 Burleson, Sp. ¢it., ;

8Xibia., p. 32; Cunningham, op. clk., p. 66.
“rhrall, op. eit., p. 51.

B e L s - o5, i .
®¥Burleson, op. cit., pp. 6889,
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Gf vourse, nob all presche o strieb, or so

#

guccessful iy controlling thelyr own desires. 1% ils recorded
that "ministers vere often templed to imbibe too Treely of

the "ardent spirits’ and subject themselves to the censure of

the Presbytery."® Hardshell or Primitive Baptists believed

that whiskey, tenperately used, wvwas aa@ dangervous or deleteri-

pus. "I have rarely known a Hardshell preacher who was not

an antil-prohibitionist,” writes J. B. Cranfill, snd adde this

gharys

Yhen the old Providence assoccisbion met with ithe chureh
pesy Lulisg, where Uncle Jim Baker was paelor, . « .
folloving &%a convoeation, the younpg men pleked up two
wagon loads of empty whiskhey bottles., Unele Jim Bukeyr,
bovevey, voelferously and enmphstiesally averred that 1%
wag & lle. He said that there was only one wagon load
of bottles pileked up.”®

In the gsme olases wibth the lmbiblng minlster, I suppose, wvould
be J. ¥, Miller, & Pregbyteriasn vho ceme to Texas in 1844, and
e

who belleved that dancing was a fine exereise and tended to

improve bthe Temale gracess, and so haed the girls 2t his sehool

i3

Be

give 8 weeskly dance,.

”3

Zimilar wvorldliness was exblibited by

2 group of itlnperant ministers whoe went to

norror of their bishop.%7

ka4 . gy B e i 58
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A11 in 2ll, 1t would seem that the most of the
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evangelists were pious, upright men, slthoug

vere &e dedicated es John Mark, the one ecolored prescher

encountered, vho, when purchassed from his mastey by the

vid his deed, for he

ﬁ%ﬁ%}%@éi%% ai&ﬂi‘ﬁh§ gz}&i%%ﬁ@ %}%@%% %}%ﬁ{ﬁy j@}
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oLy Methodism fn Texas, p. 158
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THE FRONTIER PREA

After seelng what the prescher loovked like snd how

to determine sowething sbout 3&%

24, the next task was
he lived and vorked. An attenpt bto vevesl these findings

follows in the discussion of hils finsncial conditic sne ., bis
F

family, and his methods of doing the task he set himself to.

The frontier evangelist in Texas wos gupported in
three different wayes. There was the misglonary who received

suppert Irom & bosrd op soeiety, the preacher who was flomnced

wi«

by the people to whom he preache snd the one who supported

himself., A preacher wmight fell inte one or twe er all sf these

3

elasses st various times during his lifetime, @Y even at one

time, Usually, g@i§w$m§@@@§ prov d $o be bthe mosts profis %%iﬁ;

though the most laboricus, of the methadgs, Pew preachers ever

%

sgegulred much vealth, but probably Just ss few ever

g f\’g;@
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Peritaps the most generous affeyr

coming to Texas vas thet ]
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Presbyterian Board of Missions. fHe was to recelve “whatever
ke would find wecescasry for his comfortable support, withoul

=

Limiting him to any fixed salary.” This was in 1837 and he

geryed tvelve npontbs for He 4id not depend gnblissly
upon this support, hovever, For he neguired s Tars end baughi
school alseo.” Later, when the Presbytery eut him off, he
vecelved five dollars & year from hls congregation. Anotheyw
Presbyterian received $1500 e yesr as & misasionary.® Other
Presbyterian boards were not so generous. John HeCullough
was paid %Q&% in i§§§$% apnd together with twoe obther wmisgsion-
%?i&%’@ﬁzy‘éﬁgﬁyﬁﬁ for 1848, so he avﬁﬁyﬁ&é soge hely from
hie brother and opened & school,” and, from 1866 on, depended
upon renching.’

The Hethodist ibinersat system anllowed Tor the support

of the traveling preacher, but kept bim poor. About 1837

The gaximun snnusl %%lawg permitted an unmarried Methodist
itinzrant p“@ wnoeher vag ﬁiﬁ L00, plus travelling expenses.

 *Cunninghen, op. eit., pp. B1-88.
-2 AR5 3N
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Poy 8 married men the zllovance
SBO0.00 and Srevelling ezpen sith e @ﬁ%‘ B g
esch ohild. . . + Upon marvisge maay minlsters

*loeated”™ in order to earsn & betber support for

families.™

oy
e

for
their

Hote that the 2100.00 wes mexipunm Tor Methodista.

ﬁﬁ:f

15 in i%%%

?0 «w&n

o HeKenzie recelved bul

while &

few years before, in 18385, when one Methodlist prescher wes

agked st 2 Quarterliy Conference what compensatlon he

pganire o

"s sum sufflelient to bire s leborer on his farnm,”

%Qé\.i‘:}

money ralsed on the spo

B

would

glive big full time o the ministry, his reply was

&

the

The next g@@? WHEG %%ﬁﬁ&%;

the subscription wes thought Lo heve been insufficlent te

pay even the hire of his horse; end & friend wrote o

grest poverty, and bisg happlness =zpid destitution.*”

land Presvyterien, B. 0. Yatkine, bad a gigi ler expe

when bils churches urged him to devete his Tull time

ministry, promising to pay the wages of s fears hand
The hand vae hired, but unfortunastely Wathkineg ended
him himsel? from the proceedes of his little farm.'
De Vilbiss fTound that the support from the board of

P bis
Cumber-

wiﬁﬁvv

o the

for nim.
up
Jdohn
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would provide & twelve by Tourteen unfloored log csbin, end
# Pare of coffee, cornbresd and becon, but 1little more. SHome

people gave a cow to him and & San Antonio Hotel granted him

i

@

free lodging snd meals, put bis living in lateyr yeavs

1%

vequired hie working as & surveyor, teacher and saddle maker.

The pessing of years 4id unot greatly help the plight

]

of the Methodist itinerant, for the country was "so lmpover-
tshed by the late [Civil] war [that] the conference cut up the
gireuits dnto small convenlent tervitories, contigucus to sach
preacher's home, so thet he might reise & crop, or do some-

thing else to 2id the church, in the support of his family,"*®

Andrew Jackson Poster sald that 1871 was his best year finan~

eially; he received $525 and & number of gifts.® This "Fight-
ing Parsoa™ split raile,” sold & "Scother of Pain,”*® sols
horses , ° veceived o cow and cslf from s confirmed infidel who

1iked his sincerity,®® and » lond of corn from & sinful olé

John Wesley De Vilblss,

Audrev Jackson Poiter, p. L8,

**1vid., p. 228,
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s

ae preschers worked

&

aburalliy, s % L

would help them to some degree rather than be gullty of allow~

ing the starvation of one baving supposedly good connections

with the higher powers. In 1838, when a2 camp meeting wvas bre:

"provided for in

& was no wmoney, sil w

the horses were spent to greassg, and sfter the bills

gifts to A,

hnderson bell

ave Libersl













the rule smong these early preschers, Tor in 1808, of the
gighty~Touy pregchers iln the ?i%gimz& conference enly three

had wived.

The style wag changed when Texes weg evangellzed.

One of the early piohesrs, Orcepeth Filscher, had at least

Pive echildaven when he reached ?&f&%,%é and in the yearz after

the Civil War Bishop Marvin complained thet Texas was gotting
too meny old men with familles.®® ©OF all the preachers studied,
only one, Judge Baylor, never married,S® and most of them had
really lerge families by our stendards teday. It is true that
as a man acquired & family he had a tendency to retire from

the frontier and move towvard the larger, well-established con-

gregetions, sad yeb there were g good number of preschers vho

remained on the front line long after thelr familles were

i¥ &5 nsn vwere fsrm-

g to & considerable household. After

wnd preaching, & houseful of helf-grown children could

f

o8

n

@

clve ale labor problem. Then too, it has already been noted

thant alter the Clvil War the $@ﬁ% 5i§%'@i uite were arrang

Lo eneble a woo to Lravel in ahout his home. It ig

that the

say that the mont of the preache

probably

Texss frontiersman ssv were married and alresdy had a few chil-

dren, Beveral preachers, well out on the frontier, had

SZ2gweet,




that is, siz, oFf nine children.®”

It was not unkaowsn For s treveling preschey Lo cnrry

i LS -

part of his family with kim. J. M. Baker snd his wife toured
his eirewit on 8 span of mules, easch ridisg one.”? Ppeter

£

vig, an "outslde row" parson, fi rat left his fawmily

|l
ot

Burleson County wher he weanb west, but later brought thens

also, snd at least one time took his daughter Maggle with him

% ) ) . ‘ - *‘*: § ‘
on %iﬁ cireuit.®¥ Other preschers had thelr wives %i%ﬁ thewm

sometines.®Y For family, though, %m&g@% £aaku % Pob tﬂy WS
not to be begted., Hiz wife mensaged to bear him £iTteen chil-

dren, and to rear twelve of them, and %mm@ﬁéw'ﬁy obher heep

the farm golng while her devoted husband

%ﬂ
M}
o
Ly

wa wiﬁéﬁx,&i@ eireud

“

When Luke sald, "They that %@fﬁ @ﬁ%%@%?%@ abrosd wenb

@v%éfw&@r@ %i%&ﬁ% ng bhe w&yﬁﬁﬁml he very aspbly deserib

&

&@&%Gi of @%ﬁ frontier preschers in Texas. They p:

would Lhink nd opportunity was presented.

on the bost thet

voll, op. ocib., pp.
Methodisnm, 1857, pp. 358
@@%’& vwﬁx @3& "ﬁ?g&

spansgion of Melhodiswm in Texas, p. 224,

, Op. ﬁm” pp. 13, 14, 54-57.

fesley De Vilviss, p. 30

ié Q %;giﬁ e







tnie * might heve

bearding the lion in his den.
Unless, s waes mepy times the case, the minlster

of some khos pitable Texan,

was invited to spesk in the
he might epcounter some 4if figulty in g&iﬁi%g a fgothold in

&

the community. Of course, the farmer preacher who moved in

with his family vould alweys seb up & mesiting plece cu bls ogwn

&

property and take his Silme din getiing into operation, bub %éﬁ

misgionary who cawmwe into s nev ferribory slove, with

53

money or supplies, would have to go %o work lamediately

ing to get an eudlence. When Zenocs Morrell reached Houston

1837 and found out that there hed never been & sermon preasched

there, he encouraged u group to pul seats iﬁ %&@ shade of 2

tree and presched to an attentive audlience.’ * A procedure
generally followed was something lilke this. The prescher upon

arriving in & place would Tirst seeures e publle bullding., It

was the courthouse,” * saloon, ° sehool ® or on rare cceaslons,

e community church house.'° Then lights would be procured,




people invited personslly, and & bell or trissgle rung %o

%

attract & erowd. ©

The people would floek %o the plsce, sompes Trom curiosity
to bear tHe @ww@@§%?} but most of the ”%ﬁw%@ga%iﬁﬁ En-
tively lgnorant, until the services vwere secbuslly bem
whether the person who stood before them was 2 lecturer on
phrenciegy, animal megnetism, Besmerissm, Temperance, or &
candidate about to make & stuwmp speech; or i¥ 2 prewveher,
whebther he was @v&§§#zim&zﬁ 3%§v&@@@§i§&; & mﬁ%wgzi@% oy
Hormon., :

This seame wrltey also records that usually some laitent Chris-
tian would turn up, and, though the prea acher came to bown 8
stranger, he @ﬁﬁiﬁ‘iﬁ%yﬁ remenbered by someone with love. One
time Hufug Burleson prepared Lo ?ﬁg&gﬁ‘wﬁéa he found but one nen
in the audlence., To vemedy the deplorable situstion he threstensd
to presch on the Lext, "Thou Ard the Man," 8o that his audisnce,
reguesting & Tew wminutes lesve, went out and brought bark s
erowd.

“One ¢f the nost interesting secounts of 8 preéscherts
introducing himself 1lnto g community le¢ Ffound in . . Morrell'ls
book., It Belis ol the presebing ﬁg one of the first of the ser-

mons In Texss by thig very ¢arly missglonary.

ebion was in o
wae soon ki
Mnebeve~Tor 1

Gpe €its, p. 350y Williew Baker, op. ¢it.,

Burleson, op. c¢it., pp. B5-87,




for s pulit~
sundation
£ iﬂim’ bl

aor vight pliecew Ho soon
BPTLE !
ed than I selected one corner o© iis for a §u¢gx%,mw
the £ille and sleepere alvesdy laild and well sdtusted would

saswer for sests. I help up my wetech in nmy ﬁ%ﬁﬁg‘mhﬁ ~
et the top of my volee, "O-yesgl, O-yesl, O-yes) everybody
that wants Lo buy, without money sad without price, come
this way,"~-znd commenced singiug the old battle song:
"Am I & soldler of the Cross?” Before finished my song
there was around me s large crowd of all sorts and slzes
and colors. ﬁ briefl prayer was offered, asnd the ?%Q

: ve?
2 3

o
o
i

sung, " Tis religliecn thet can &é snidet profound
C €. ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁm@ﬁé, rabber than '?‘”ﬁiﬁﬁg she %%%?ﬁ&
zie festures. Ac wag. a large T

f&§§@3y§ apd by this t4
WEW. » « » Hevey 414 & cane
sttention. CGod blessed me
anid meny teavrs shed all sround me.

% B e e

¥ & b €
Ezagfﬁy Tor une aour,

The prescvhsy of post of the larger TORDs
& B

gould @xfﬁﬁﬁ to Find a fey wmenbers of his party in almpost any
& & s@f

x

@&y&@ & %@@yimg of people; conseguently, bthe lultisl work of

the pioneer ministers wes to locate those of like faith and get

therm to start meeting together and arganize a congregation .

Zence Morrell would ask at the end of every service if any Bap-

tists were present., If there ﬁﬁ%lﬁ be found elght or nine menm-
bers, he would organize & chureh.®¥ At Washingbton om the Braszos,

in 1837,

et
Fed
z

wers

be r%@&gﬁi d 88 & misgsion fi@i§5 and then subserib

Tozae
2% 5% 2 s“& ES B % 4 .‘ N
money and bullt & building. by
2 =




bullding whiech was bullt in Hew Tork znd sent to Mabtagords by

boat.®® The ultimate in church crpanizatlion wae demonstrated
by ¥. J. Joyee when he

organized a ehurch st one plece under 2 spresding live ocak
tree, With one member, & poor widow. By sucsessors k ﬁ
up the appointment mﬁ§~%§$; after f@y%§wﬁi@ v 46
congregatlion vorsbipe 1o 8 good church near

In several denominations the clreuit rider was the chief

frontier worker, The missionery, upon entering & new f£ield

would seleet several points at which he could preach and re-

peatedly went from one to ancther in order. Among the Het hod-
ig when seversl missionaries had established ﬁi?ﬁmﬁﬁ% op
itineraries, o conference of the preachers would be Fformed, s
presiding ¢lder be placed over it, and thereafter the bishop of
the ares would appoint men easch year to preasch in the variocus
eirenits alresdy set up.

Typical of the Methodilst misslonsries, but probably

more saeveeblc than

%
L
L

b

| i

g

fed

%

up an itineraney gesr Housbton with @%%ﬁ%? ar twenby-one

nents and reguiring 500 miles of travel.®® In the following year

@%w Qi%ag }‘?ga %‘?Q
eit., p? 3.

v v W
{ﬁgi%@bgy ;gi?a :fi?la

in Tezesg, p. 109,
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this was divided into several smaller eireults. Willisw Honk

made 8 reuit every three months on horeseback

@&w&iﬁ% to the horyp af his madile, in

preparation for the Indlane he never met.®®

%uﬁﬁigiﬁﬁ% &%&@ﬁ whieh the 1tipervant laborved

by Horace Bishop:

I hed noo home. I Jived with the §@$§§£‘ 4 Tew of
then were in good clrounsbances, Hore of them wers

posr. Lobad Tourteen regular &yy@iﬁﬁﬁegﬁw* I
preasched twenty-elght binm

sew o month. I never fool
breakfast and dinmer at bthe same place except Prid
which wee loaupdry day in LThe counbry. « « « My ward-
robe wae one end of wy eeddle bagsr wy Yook vage bhe
other end. I had & small trunk at Cclonel Philpott's
contalping some surplas clothing. 1 hed 8 few books
there also. My "study! wag the sbede of any bree on
the way %o my appolnbment, where there wasn grass fow
my Boerse. I visited every bhome op my civewlt, and
when it seened appropriste had & short prayer belore
leaving. 1 ﬁl@g@ %ﬁﬁ@@” r it wes convenlent, sometimes
an soghespekln or Mexicen blenkel,; ogovaslonally on

s dirt or puncheon T sferred the dirt as 1t
wag nob gulte ao Q&w§« o e

This peeme like 2 prebty heasvy schedule, but 1t i% nrobably
typleal for a full-time itinerant om the frontier. Peter Gravis

180 amile

sonthliy




wmust of these, moved
ments o whiech the

gifts here,®®

Among these were Willilam Medford, who in 183% was granted peyr-

¥
P
o
[+

aisglon to presch by Austin and egan in s gchool he

%

osrganlized. He formed a four weeks' cireult, wvelking to bis

presohing btwilce on Hundsy, and

m

sppointments sach Saty
reburning %0 school on a&ﬁﬁ@jg aﬁwgig in the second wonth, he

iven & horse and bridie.>” i%gg webbhod of forming & glr-

s

wae g

@ been sdopied by many of

e

<
i

to

i’ff

cult about ons's houme seemns @
the self-supporting preachers of all the froptier religilous
bodlen, ‘ |

Frontier preaching metbods cannot be discussed without
@ﬁ%wgamﬁ&a& ayﬁ‘ nnp weetlings and r@%ivgﬁga g;@& mevtings are
one @f @hx'&@g% effective bypes of work w&éyﬁ%@y & ﬁiigi SUS
group is @%5%5&%1%?2§‘i§@§f%$%%§ in iﬁﬁ%% conversions, &s would
ﬁ&yﬁﬁéﬁlg’%@ %%é ¢ase on the frontier. As the sect becomes
Bore fi?@ig ezbablished mo ﬁ%@ﬁ‘ﬁéﬁ thié”“ﬁ grow up &°W?&a§£

%w %%& institutions of the parents’ religion, revivaelisn de-

¢llines. As bBes been pointed out, the Texas canyp %%%%iﬁ”% we

cly then the earliler onesg,

b

but they still remained one of the moslt effective works of the

?3%&@@« Esrly Methodiem in Texes, pp. 39-40,

T B e . b B
“Beems, fAnnsles of HSouthern Methodisn,




&
&

5

Hethodists, entered Texas at Clarkeville, they immedistely

. ‘ . BL et w e dime Be
held & camp mesting.”" 4bout the same time Robert aslexander,
with only & 1ittle helyp, &i@ar@@ & plmee, made g fevw roupgh

zeats of logs and poles and & @gﬁﬁﬁ er's 5% amﬁ? and proceeded

o A o o BE o e EE IR Yo
te hold s meeting.”™™ Thess were nodt "revivals,” ag the

”iiﬁ cenp meetings had bBeeun, zo much ge Lools uzed to @@gm

up & ne

The people responded ﬁw %ﬁi@ ?m?& gf service

In one canmp meebing,

The congregation showed an intense desire to hea
preacher had to ssy. On Sunday, during the se
fell gently for ﬂv&r ap hour on an ﬁ%k@l%@?%ﬁ sl
yet no one left,

The camp nmeebing was one way in which seversl preschers could
work as a beam. mﬁﬁﬁﬁi%?$ & &%lf»a@ggg}& or more minlsters

could be found =zt auch s meesting. ?@ﬁg we aveé nol Lo suppose

]
e
]
-

2. The "very

E

that all frontier preachers were ﬁﬁ&@ meeting
Hardshell"™ Bapitists €14 not b“iiw?w ian canmp mesbings, %iﬁ the
"softer” ones would essist in %&ﬁm.ﬁﬁ Although the Presby-

terviens bad originated the camp meetlng, the excesses of the

2,

Hoolworth, op. c¢it., p. 21.

cit.y pe B35,

Vilviss, p. 81l.

Véz%%figgg Chromiele, p. 165.

*




enriier onesn enuged pany of this depominstlon to loock upoan

them with disfavor,?® but in Tewxas the three earliest Presby-
terian missionaries held revivals in log cabing, or in the
spen alyr canpe, wnd sgven §&%ﬁwvhw§ the beef and mubtton f&?
those sttending.”’

Cooperation bebtween the preschers ol several denomins -
tionz seems to have been the rule sl camp meetings., In 1B3E
& Presbyterien was helping the Methodist ministers,”® andg in
1838 a HMethodlst Epleseopal prescher, = ??&%@g%@ﬁﬁ Methodlist,
two Cumberlend Presbyberiane and s Baptist weve sll working
together and Tighting together Loy s protracited m%%%ﬁ&g*ﬁg
At one time & Methodist preacher cared for n Baptist's family
while he sssisted snother Methodlst in & meeting!®o At &
later date there are btve records of Baptist and Methodist
preachers buking time sboul ipn conducting the gervices rather
than work bogether in the smame gervice, 9%

This brings uwyp the sublect of bow well the Frontier
preagchers vworked together and thelr genersl sttitude toward

g -

one anobther. In gesersl, btheve seems to have been falr voops

tion between 2 good wmany of the rellglious bodiesn, but there are

Lo

Bweet, Revivalilsm in Americs, pp. 128-124.

8 mzﬁ”‘i‘ii% af

of %&ﬁwﬁ‘%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi%@g LB37, p. 38&;
4 z%,; Po. & o

E\?E”w,g f}%‘ ﬁiﬁ»} §‘” ?}gg'
%Kiﬁyﬁy,‘gﬁﬁ,, . BZ,
v D BEL

“Phelan, Expsnsion of Methodism in Texas, p. 67;

iféqia@g E}w ‘%x}e




&

some records of bitterness and

ETUUDE.
He shounld szpeet 2@ find good feeling exleting belween the
preschers of bthe same g@n@miﬁ ﬁiﬂﬁg and unless soze minlster
started weakening on his denominationy doctrines, the expecta-~
tion is justified. Little Jeslousy is evident ip the writings,
%l@hzag& 4. W. Anderson recelved some perseculion ffﬁ%’§f€&ﬁ§@?$
of hls own sect ln bhe Bore gebtled &ra&ﬁ.&ﬁg Un the Trountier,
%h%%gﬁ}‘@?ﬁﬁﬁ%?iV Eiﬁéh&”@y@%m%?&lZy gy@vaileﬁﬁ Probebly ao
pres a%@y% worked 9&5%%&&% better than the ?pi@ﬁ ive Baptiste,
w&& gften had sermons by three or four, or even more preschers
in & single se rvice,>®

Outslde of the ceunp meebings, probably the best ex-
smples of inter-denominational cooperstion is Tound in the
sharing of the bulldings. In 1836, when Frederick Olmsted
was touring Texaes, in one town he asked a iae@i man wvhat

denominstion owned the church building. The reply wae, "Oh

anope ip particular. They let ﬁﬁyﬁmﬁ @yadém @h&u comes nlong.’

(1]

in Ban onio &m the

forties the Methodists shared & bullding
with the Presbylerisns after having Furnisbed soms of $he

108 rehell the

meterials for 1%,

ther

teriansg and Baplists “"worshiped

tO®graves , John ¥
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The

unilted and formwed apn Episcopsl chureh.™”

ion bhat bhings a?Wﬁgw went we

g':z

To leave the impres

]

between the preschers and that denominational differences were

1

(ﬂ

HBores

s
§5¢

upon bhe frontier would be wrong. In the very esrly

e
@

b
o
3
i
b
iy
®
o
@

he left the next mornlisng was ”a%@i 24 to pay =2 dollsy and twenby-

five eents. ¥ Such o charge was unusuel on the frontier and

no doudt wasz aboudt beecauvse of depopmipsiionsl 417

Daniel Baker once had teo assk for the vote of the audi
order to get the floor swsy from & prescher who had for & long
time been ridieuling and sbusing o "doctrine held dear to sll

=4

branches of the Chureh of Christ, save the Ishmaelitislh one to

%23

£y & B N R N . g . % o » » 5 ?i:%,% % 3 , " 5
which the dntruding winister belonged. ™" Un snobher secasion
a long yawn that made the refbers ving during s sermon was
found te have come from s prescher of another denonination who

ook this method to express his opinion of the speaker,’™®

i&%

Boptist preschers who refused to worehip with

+

Bodithgy R
Graves , John Wesley De ¥ilbi . TH,
o ﬁ-ﬁ&%&ir% X N % BN
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Plight vy exposing the lnvonglisténcy of the dostrines of

gibility of ‘apostasy and the necespity of chedience, the
118

scopalisns were gratelul Lo blm and gs warm weloone,

Gravis tells of how o Baptist chureh was Broken up When

"Chobtew Bill," was badly besaten in a debate with

DIV E

its prescher,

Hethodist. *® Perhaps indicative of the state of affai

& ?:V

Al RNy )
bhe late woebern Trontier in Tewas waw s letter from A. B,
Blue of Fort (riffin, vhich was on the extrenme frontier in thst

year, LB77.

.+ . o« BEre &&a& B ﬁmﬁﬁéﬁ church geet are using strenucus
efforts to dnpress upen Lthe minds of the gvu&l@ thelr
peculiar tenets, and build broad end deep the foundations
of thelyr fubure sdiflces. « » o« 1% lg now a%a% t&g batble
of our dencpinstionsl supremscy must be Lo Kzﬁ*“

3

Besidesg invading bthe frountier aslone to vork with or
againet the obther minleters in seeking %o build 2 chureh, the

@

snobher method of establishing th

BAUBE

early prescher had

s

that was stiempted 2% least three times. This was o move to

s

the frontier with &~§§@@§ alresdy orgenized. Richard Balmon,

o

teen families of his parisbioners and %&ﬁgg lafl

%

with £1f

¢
Lo

§
s
Lisd
LA
&

**7craves, Andrew Jackson Potbter, pp. 188~

. . -
*Brvid., pp. 161-168.

i s % - oy g
oy, 2it., pyp. 38-38,
vl SN

eV Phelan, @E%&ﬁﬁiwﬂ of Methodiem iﬂ Texan, p. 184,













Gatholiosn., the follow)
‘ ¢ Lmponed: onsrienc
vopd the first ge bhe ﬁ%il
must be Catholics, &ﬁﬁ %ﬁﬁ iwn 3 res
wmust not be admitied but rewmoved, even when they &vz%g
property with them., This 18 to be explaised to the zet-
tlers who do not profess the Catholle religion. It is
gspecially recommended to commandants $o watch that no
g% aeher of sny religlon, bubt bthe Catholic comes Lo the

ﬁmviﬁeaa“i ‘ ‘ : :

L, 4% &ﬁmﬁ&@g ered, cer~

Thig

ﬁ}

edict wie pevers Lnou

paching the

tainly %o ﬁiﬁ%@@?&g&kﬁﬁ% ﬁi%iﬁ%@?@ Tro
frontier, yeb its %%ﬁ%kw%% ) %ﬁﬁ&g&ﬁi%%i& B o %Eﬁ ldess of
@%iigi@%@yfy&@ﬁﬁ@ af the borderers wbho were edgling lnto Texas
from the Unlted Stutes, and of the early settlers under the
%m@f@ﬁ&%iﬂ@@ that it probably made them nore ﬁgmgﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁiﬁ
towvard the Protestant misslionaries than they would otherwise

i&%% @%m By

reve been, Acceptlivg the non-Catholie ehure

and iLhe

éiﬁﬁyﬁ particularly after fﬁ%liﬁg‘%%@§$éﬁ the settle
HMexlcans beoane &ﬁfriémﬁiy§ and %3%% after the revo L@%&Qﬁ$

might well %&v% @@&ﬁ S ﬁz%é;@i ?é%%l% of ;&é @%éi?ﬁ to show

the E@W@ for freedonm &f which the former citizens of %%é %ﬁit&ﬁ
ftatey were §$$%E§ proud.

the Mexican rule the ;%Eig ous sibustlion resained

much the saume the previous guotasticn. The

yy&%%&ili% %g wi%&

%ai&ﬁi%%@




)

eise of wny other vhaltpogwer.”™

More than legislation, hovever, was
& Catholic out of & settler from the United States. VTigllance

pilng the mon~-Cath i& seh~

vas evidently not exercised im
tlers out of Texss, and the Roman Cetholic ﬁﬁéré%ﬁﬁwgiéﬁﬁﬁé
her responsibility of converting all who égm@ﬁim,kﬁg that by
1831, Lucas Alamen, the Hexlcan Secretary of Stete, felt the
need to urge the passing of » lav to probibit lammigraticn,

for, he sald,

o e o« WE fiﬁ& that, besides thia tervitory haviang been
geguplied by ﬁ@é%ﬁiw%w who never cught to bave been
adnitted into itg there ig not one awmong them, in Texase
whe is & Roman Catholic.

This statement, exaggerated vg 1t may be, lg indica-

Church hsd Fzlled to put

tive of the fact thet
Porth the sffort to §a§§ig~%@ﬁ g@ifi%aﬁl %ﬁ@&%yﬁf the golon-
ists, for surely some Few could have been converted to that

inetitution that clsims to be the Mother Chuvch, had priests
and %ﬁ%i@%&ﬁ%‘%ﬁ@ﬁ %%&Qiﬁg&s One Lhat the

expected to erecht |

then apply for priests.® People to build

and souip bulldinge Tor the rellglous bodiesg in which

o p ’ N
kI e 7 s, & & s %
Carrell, op. 2it., 2. &.
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grown up; it is ridiculous to suppose they would

fi1

fig

ag

rly provide & chapel and then invite » representative
of an alien religion to come in and convert them. Catholie-

In 1840

@
=

ism resched a very low ebb in Texas in thome day
1% was seid thael ﬁ%%?@ haﬁ Been no @sﬁf@%ﬁi%nﬁ heard in

Tourteen yé&rg, snd the exorbibtant fees cherged for burisls
and marriages was certalaly not ﬁ%y§ﬁ§%§%ﬁi$§ the position

of the few priests in the eyes of the peopie.® In 1831, s

ke

ol

wvonan colonist who 1lived on the Brazos Hlver wrobe Lo & friend

in the stabes:

How often do we abtbend church? Don't be tou shocked when

have hesrd thaet In other portions of the couwantry, 8 few
preachers, 1in spite of the laws, do live and hold
vices, but we have not even a Catholic Church any v
near us . . L% : :

e

5

This negleet on the part of the Homan Catholics WES ,

of ecourse, preparing the way for the non-Catholie p

sohers.

Many of these coloniste felt e need for religlonm more than

fiﬁ%iﬁ~f&li§§$§ﬁ;f&%§iﬁ% in hupan belngs, for they

oy

Just the ink

had been brought up to

xican magis

trates be provided for

more bolerant than the

w5




sbly a Roman Catholic, pect that the
lo-American leaders not be véyyy

a%ricﬁkin the i%ﬁ@ygf@ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂ and @ﬁf’;ﬁiﬁw of Mezican law

%@@u@iyg Protestant Pr Twoe dlostences to Lllusirste

thia ﬁpm will %ﬁff Qe
Mexican lava we were liable to Fine and dmprison~
ment for holding or stbtending any but Catholie religlous
gervices in Texas. r. Kinney had previcusly consulbed
with Col. ¥m., Travis, Dr. %ﬁii@“ and other leading men,
wh@ %%&%, "Go on and hold you &%ﬁ? g %@ will be %h‘f~y
z ounrsslves thet disturbed”;
they redeen ﬁ%g
cmner Bacon, Cusmberland Preg-
> , %@?% prepaviag Yo hold re.
ﬁ@?%iﬁﬁ%'ﬁﬁ @~§ %%wﬁm ceriuin persons ssnt &&@
that they &aﬁ nded to come end bresk vy bhe &5&@%%&; Lol
Jamges Bowle, being in the neighborhood and wearing of
thelr purpose, went to the place whe “ﬁ§§ﬁ§~ﬁ&ﬁ Lo
bhe held. He made the sign of the cross on bhe ground , sad
informed them that he » capbaln in those parts snd that
the meebing should take %Eﬁﬁ@w noving the eﬁﬁﬂmw%a wf
Bowle, and fearing his SW&ﬁmj %%“ ‘“”%~ﬁf % Cing
%i%%évﬁwy B : and his 3
services,
23 af %1
leet seems Lo 2 bthet the

the evaugelizing ¢
tives of organized

iy

f 2 ¥

&

iz
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herdy souls awong the preachere could push into Mexieswy domi-
pated Tezas, and they oould by no weans rewch the mulititude

Tuis need, and the sceompsnying desire for religlion, 414 not

7Y

sease with %&% &&ﬂlwﬁ ti@m of relipglous freedonm in the
Fepublie @f ?%x&s} fﬁ? the incoming preschers ecould not keeyp
up with the %@gﬁgafﬁ gving of the ?&ﬁ@&i? éxpanding populsa-

tion. Bishop Freeman of the IZpiseopsl Church, ia i%é&? seids

The misslonary in hile travels will find no rvoads or tura-
pikes and very few bLridges. On the othey hand, he nay be
aggured that he will find men everyvhere ready to hear
the Gospel, shoving great reosgpect fgf religion, intelli-
gent, kindhearted, and hospitable.”
A little earlier Danlel Baker expressed the seme opinlon, and
way amszed 2% the pupbey of people vho vould buvn out to hear
him presch. He attributed the eagerness to early training by
the parents, to 8 disposition %o roll sway the reproach cast
upon ﬁ%tm, that they were g set of putlews and deml-saveges,
and to & reslivation of the seareity of & precio us comedity,

-
%y,

3 Zs £d - & . & %
religloue teachling.™™ "0 it is pleasant to presch to a
pecple who seem so eager to hemr the vord of 1ife,"'® wag
anothey . mmmﬁ&m% by the BEme WAL,

Pheve i dndlestion that Tezsus ss z whole desived

in snd encouraged, sven

that religious bodlies be




though many of the ones helding this view werée aot them-
gselves religious. Concerning contributions to & missionsry

fund the following was T%mﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁy

A za rge number of those who composed this soclety vers

not menbers of any Church, =nd many of then fay frowm’

being religious at 2ll, which indicntesn %kat from th
very earliest bimes, the people of Texnss &%vf EncouTe
the presching of the gospel, and the labors of the
Christian Chureh, for the good of the people and the
sunbry.”™

£

The pame lden was expressed spein meny years labter by & Bap-
tist writer:

It 4 8 vemaprkable faect that in the wildest seetions of
thils Stete in its wildest periocd the men who themselves
gre in the thick of the most desperste criminslitiss are
nominal bellevers in the Ohristisn religion., Hot thatb
they praetise 1%, but they have & pontempt Tor the
atheists and in fiﬁ@l%.‘é

Beesuse of this sttitude, the prescher moving onto the fron-
tier of Texas had plenky of work before bilm, & country f£illed
with people eager Lo hear, snd many & ope in pretiy obvious

need of some presching, snd hard preesebing st that. (ne wrote:

i soon found I would have no
é?ﬁiiﬁﬁﬁ& s ware made fron
ing, I zoon had as many
month on Sabbatn,®

Hobert Alexspder, the plonser Methodist, once dignisged 2 group

esrrly fo %%%‘%?%ﬁﬁﬁgg plooning to rest, bul they waited for

Annelg of Bouthern Methodism, 188

i%ﬁfﬁﬁfiiij Chronlele, pp. 310-311.

*®peens, op. cit., p. 386.

ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
ABILENE, TEXAS




over apn hour unitil he came out snd presched &g&iﬁ,iﬁ Bention

is made of famillies coming forty miles in wagons to camp meet-

inge even hefors the 3%%%&@@2@ﬁ§§? and mrnother writer tells

thet some people made a hablt of golng ten or twenty miles to

hear presehing.*® The fact that almost every community haa

some church m@&%awm mig hﬁ account Tor many of the pleasant

s

receptions the preacher received,*® but "minlsters of the
goapel were hopored for thelr work's sake in Tewas as they
are not up - - . in the %wyﬁﬁ.“gg‘ Tenans %g s whole were ory-
ing for dmstruetion §@ @%iﬁ§$H$f the spirit and there ig more
than ﬁﬁ& é%%ﬁﬁ wﬁ@y&; when the %@iigﬁémg body was not prompt
enough %ﬁygﬁﬁﬁ ite Sl%f@y&@ﬁ, 2 lay menber (I an ﬁ§&&ki&g noy
of the @f%&%é with gym@r@ @&%@ii%&%@@ Qfgﬁﬁi%&ﬁi&ﬁ} would
a%%é&?é to conduct the services snd seek to teach the word.2
Texng wasn rﬁgay f&? zh@ @?@&a%@x when he camne.
Aw has %gﬁa s%&t@ﬁ the @fﬁxeha éﬁai& not eabeh up
. with the f{@ﬁtiﬁﬁwk ﬁ%m need. %%ﬁ% later than the cases

?W?%??®§ to &% fgy iﬁ %h& &ﬁ@&uﬁ% by ﬁﬁé@%% Jeckson ?ﬁ@%%@:

MLide, op. ecit., p. 29.
, bt

Tpeens, op. cit., p. 362,

‘®phelan, op. eit., p. 113,

£

ty~five ¥Years & Psvson in The Wil

Bhr ) s o N g P
Eryurphy, op. eit., p. 6.
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I vas the first preschery whko had ever wisited thai
gion (fen Felipel, the people were all agog sbout
pregening. eached to 8 erowded house on Wednesday,
Thursday anpgd ? at 1l o'clogk A.M., and Bh twir
1ight in the @%@ﬁi%%¢ At times the whole sudlence was
moved to bear I was about to dlismise the meeting,
when an old @ﬁﬁ slemmped his heavy flst on the table,
saying, "Hold on; this brother has cowe a long and dan-
gerous road to preech to us, and he is entitled to some

3

remuneration.” He then @a@&@ﬁ the hat around. 4 tall
dark man rose up snd saild, "I owe the hat four dollars,

P

and the preacher is golng home with me and I will pay
1%.7 The collection amounted to twenty-three dollars.”™

8111 many vears later, in the ninetles, minlsters
wery cowing Yo pleces in Texes when presehlag had not been
done %@f@?@» After John ¥Wesley Anderson had resched %23 pal-

it %ﬁﬁ started %aég for the géﬁémﬁ he was holding » %@ﬁﬁiﬁg

f“

when o @@ﬁ*l»mam cape to bin snd was very snxious for ths
& . &

preasch & fev germons. The

??%%QQ%? to go home with him and

wan had no monsy, bub promised & hundred pounds &f bacon and
ten gallons of fine honey, besides %ﬁ%% the neighbbore might

contribute, if éﬁﬁ@x&ﬁﬁ maagé gwa%@h but two or three sermons,

because the children of the ﬁ@&gﬁﬁ@”b&ﬂ@ had never heard a

germon. The preschery ”@ﬁ%@& in & deep study snd silent prayer,
‘ £ f?% s 5 y « "
e rusning dovn ny cheeks.” ¥ Dven at this late date

ﬁﬁﬁ%?&ﬁﬁ more than opes melt gr a%SfaA young wen snd women lun

Liv@wag and ”% m%ﬁr% countles wvho %%% never heard a sermon

before.%

9":% & N » Fary & ey
#%araves, Andrew Jackson Potbter, pp. 249-280.

bt g 3 - o p e e
#%fnderson, From the Plains to the Pulpit, pp. 106~

LR

gw&

2 .
“Erpia., p.




ice

the % eane

The great poverty of splritual iastru

the churcheés,

ot
e
iy

as the result of the frontier getting abead

ﬁz

bogether with the rellglous nsture snd early trainiasg of the
2bblers, guaranteed s rich field for the preacher %o labor

%ff the most

iﬁi}y

inn. The svidence iz that he was well celve

. @&mﬁly %%@&u%ﬁ seversl f%@ tors were in favor of the
av&ﬁ@@iigt iﬁ %%%% 3@% e %ﬁ@@@g@ﬁ that %h%$&~mi$$i§$%f1&@
ﬁﬁﬁ&?é@‘%h’ f?ﬁﬁ%lﬁf fﬁ@&@ﬁ% ﬁ&éﬁ&li%ﬁgﬁﬁ o %ﬁ&§§ ssed by ab
}@&@ﬁ éﬂm@ @E@m@mtv @f e @&@u&ﬁﬁiaa% k?h%:?@@&ﬁ&@r~%&ﬁ g1k
§$Q%tﬁ %ﬁ the &ff&?%s @f thﬁ r@mﬁi@& i@ ﬁf%?@ ai& &%&J £$% k

dsngerous Lhreais &f B Ome ﬁf@ﬁﬁ&iy a?@ﬂ & G g%?i%@i&ﬁiﬁ?ﬁ

§£§

and the mockery of the godless. When W. 8. Janmes said that
ﬁ@%&ﬁy% éi& m&t res ywﬂﬁ thaa& religicus men who led incon~
sistent lives,®® and were respectful of women, old people
’&ﬁé &ﬁytﬁimg r%&i, he %x@?%&ﬁ&ﬁ the gpirit of the fronbtliers-
maﬁ‘@Verw&ﬁrga He adds that even %m@%@ the ungodly they
yere many men who would m?@&%%'t@ﬁ mock vellgious servives
thnt @Kﬁ?@ﬁ‘iﬁ be about the strongest weapon the anti-
‘?&ligiﬁﬁiﬁﬁ had. Evidently, everyvhere on the frontier, if
5 yr%&&@%y could show himself to be courageous and sincere,

those opposing hinm would soon be & minority. The minister




needed to shov thet his ressca for belng on ithe frontier was
s genuine interest in the welfare of the people. Hig respect
for them engendered respect Tor bimsell. A story concernling
& Cupberland FPresbyterian preacher, R, 0. Watkins, illustrates

the last peint.

Going iuto a community that 41d not have a2 very good repu-
tation for bonesty he sought out the leadling man snd assked
the 1dberty of preaching st his house., The man sald,

“Have you not hesrd of the bad charseter of the settlement,
snd are you not afraid to come here lest your horse be
gtolen?” Vatking told him that he had heard he was & very
bad men - and Lthe settlenent fGangerous to travel Shrough, but
he had koown of getitliements that had beesn too badly
slandered, and he did not believe there was a man mean
envugh o stesl hip borse snd mske bim walk to bils appoint
ments, as hig only object was te persuade them to do right
arnd be religlous. The man slloved Waltklne to hold services
in his house snd btreated him with the utmost respect.®”

“One aﬁﬁ%riviag reason for the @wgagi%iﬁﬁ‘@&g the fear
that the worallty ﬁfﬁ&@ﬁ@é By mowst of the f“%ﬁ%i@f @?@&Qﬁ@?%k
would ﬁ@ gway with Taverite ?&%ﬁ%&&% ‘of many of the pioneers,
wﬁ;gk%yfé iﬁ%iﬁ%, %Q?ﬁ% ra@&&g,‘a@ieg@ﬁ fighting, card playing
and ﬁﬁ% iﬁ&. %ﬁ% ail preachers opposed all these things., It
has been observed that few Primitive Baptisbs were teetobalers

and one writer says that Lhe Episcopalisns 4id not objeect to

sss%?

%

daneing. iougi preachers, nowever, presched ageinst encugh

of these things to get into trouble nov end then. John Wesley

De ¥ilblss, vhen he eame to fan Antonio in 1845, objected to the

CCempbell, op. cib., pp. 27-28,

a7

Cranflll, Chronicle, p.
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Bill him, one of thesze

3,

: y - ; B8
drawn gun, and gusrded the gprescher throughont Lhe geraon, o

eh of the opposition againet the minister was the

work of rowvdy, fun-loviag young sen who were not endeavoriag

3?2

to setually sericusly injure or ki1l the %ﬁ&gﬁa%:ﬁf ?hﬁiﬁ
a%ﬁ&m%iﬁms. Provably bhelyr sbtitude toward the ﬁ?%&”@l ist
way nob gyﬁagig ﬁlff%?ﬁ‘& From what 1t wwalﬁ ha ave heen boward
any sbrenger who cape In end ftried ﬁ% iﬁfl%@ﬁﬂ% thew in some

way before he had proved his mettle., Thelr rowdylsm mlght take

@

the form of gun Tire during the service, Or, 88 W8E WEen-

5

tiloned gr&v& YUBLlY , ?ﬁ@kia& ﬁgﬂ preacher out of the bullding.

N

Opnee pleng were lald o duck Hobertd ml;xgm

n the river,

éfw
&‘?&x
[N

r

i
o

bubt when the plobtters viewed the six snd a8 hself Toot frame of
1 5 5 L e e e e R 1% PN .- g

the missionary, they sbsndoned the scheme.”” The citizens of

Jonesboro threatened to throw a prescher in the river after

- ; \ %, et , . "
having neiled him in & barrel,”  an embellishment that a

ot
w
a
¢
@
or
e
®
o
o
+
fodo
o
e
o+

&

af the eless of vranks.

If the preacher could beat the Jokestereg st thelr own

game he could vin them to his side. In 1844 vk

erisn Chureh,

op. git., p.

fe ¥ e [9 i . . s
Sthrall, History of
distory
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aud who weyre in the habit of wmeklpog mock of saything llke

religion. Y  The worst conditions of this sort encountered in

the sbudy wes described by 2. H. HMoprell

. « .« in the principal grocery of the tows, an opposition
prayer meeting was organized. AL Pirst they d4id sot inler~
fere with our meeting. All the erowd {of young furloughed
oldlers) would sttend ocure, and immedlistely after it
closed they would gether in the grocery, and the lesder of
the bend would open in due form. Our services were imi-
tated to the begt of thelr abillity., Our names, who led atb
public prayer, were cazlled at the grocery with o loud elsay
volee, and the purties there responded with prayers and
exbortations. Under this trisl the tempter gorely dis~
tressed me; sometimes with 8 spirlt Like that of Peter whesn
he smote off the servent's ear; sometimes with misgivings;
and somebtimes with the pains of @ﬁ%$ mortificstion and grief.
Under 21l this, hept up f%g&i@fig during successive weeks,

1 regorbed much tou praver @@mé &j f&wiig alitar sud in
geeret, There war no law L we uld uzge to bresk down

this great evil, thet was so f%&f aiiy contegious in 1de
character. The bread and wlne, snblems of a %&§@§?’$ Love,
were Treguently sdministered by @&@%ﬁ movkerty of God and
religlon, before the public gaze.™”

tunother writer records that mock prayer meebings werve
held in VWashingbon in 1839 regularly every Friday night, and
even the asccldental killing of 2 nmean vt one of ther feilled to
terminate the desecration.®

[

The preacher was not elvaeys helpless in situstions 1ike

this. When a grouy of rvrowdies met ip a8 grove the purposs of

€2

holding 8 mock serviee in order %o break up & meeting, the

of Zouthern thodlisn, 1887, p. 365,
"*Morrell, op. cit., pp. BO-81.

“®yilliam Baker, op. cit., p. 246
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A personslity or character vhich seeme to exhibit

incongruities catches the feney of the public. Curiosity

P

has an eve open Tor inhsrmonious personal &%@?&&%%?i@ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ
whether real or imsgined, and the Interest of the average
pereon le held by these charscberietics, at least until they
wecome grotesgue. For exsmple, women wrestlers are curreatly
enjoving great popularity, probably becsuse extrene physical
gtrength, prowess or pugnacity is Iinharmoniocus with the sub-
migsiveness veguired by the very physical constitution of the
truly and é@iig%ﬁfﬁlig‘fwmﬁﬁiag women. Similarly, the soft-

gpoken killer, the timid giamnt, the noble bandit, snd the tall

he

man named Short, 8ll, Yo a8 grester or lesser degree, stiracit
the attention of the sver-curious public becnuse of some incon-
sistency in thelr make-up. If thie idea is true {and certainly
the proof of 1t would be no morve AiffPlcult or satiefying then

the dlsproal), then here lies the %E?i%ﬁgiiﬁﬁ

types of preachers have caught and held the

erowd., The three types are the cowboy presche:

end the Tighting narssn.

Lig




feet
ot
o

Onee 1% ig recogaoizged Lhat the vovwboy wss uot =2 gun

or

4

glinging desperado who wight incidentally papge Lfrom hle med

iid

£

&

desbhinges over the preirie long eBrnouvgh in the syrisng to round
up & Lew steere, bud retber s hard vorking, genegrally sober
ranch ‘hand; who often possessed sone rvather poble luclinstions,
it Lz wnob herd to see how bhe nlght become 8 prescher.  The
alertnese, bthe stesdiness lun energencies, and the willingness

to stand Tor what he belleved wes right, sre feabtures often

24

attribubted o the cowboy, and certainly these charachteristics
vould e no hindrence to the preseler. Yebt even In bthe heyvdey
of the range rider, the vowboy preacher wag looked upon as a

guriosity, or, at least, sdvertising 2 man as a8 cowboy preacher
swould wobt hurt the aviepdance, Slnece the covboy was, as far as
cowbhays thengelves were concerunsd, Jusht ancbher Sype of worke

men, it seens gbrange bthat the fact thet the prescher had been,
or was yet, & cowboy, should attract any wore atbention than
the fact that others had been Tarmers, lawyers, or school-

teachers. Advertising these last three Lypes for what they

were would scarcely sibtrscet atiention, but the title of "covboy

preacher” was coveted by nany an aspliring
publiciby ressons.”

b

things sbout the gevhoy

pigtent with Bis Belng & prescher.

tance they are:. 8 certsin recklessness of charscter, his

b , i . , ) 45
Jamees , op. ¢it., p. 28,
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iy

unusual that he should become a preacher,

bably the chief incongruity of the cowboy presacher
weg his dress. We have seen that the Prontier preacher gener-
ally dressed like the class of pecple with whow he amssociated,

and 1t should seem normal that the evangeiists in the Wesnt

should adopt the dress of his audience. The covhand, however,

o
;w.:

"

v8 Fast developing s costume of his own, adapited to his
trade.  The %%%&@ﬁ@ykfﬁﬁ tae cowbay to ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁé & wide-brinned
hat of some sort, %ﬁ@i% designed for riding, = k@@ﬁ@i@f~%ﬁ
keep the dust from the herd out of his nose, developed falriy
early in the cattle country. The covboy became ifdentified with
this attire, zn occcupstional uniforas, and one not asscciated
with eeclesinstical sctivitie in any way. When the @ﬁ%%&y
turned preacher and retuined this garb, he beceme s somewhat
lneongruous Fflgure, in the eyes of the 12%%&&@&@; and was an
interesting departure from the norm.

He was go dlnteresting, apparently, aslumost From the

%,

begioning thet many preachers who haed never even seen & ranch

vegan to pose as cow country minister

i

"eowboy preacher
of counberfeiting the ‘covboy' is thab claszg of young preschers
who vovet the appsllatio « « o He usually procures & Len

ounce bat with » lesther band, = pair of high-heeled boois,

all this class are

and then he 1g seiling.”®

B . g oo
Jemes, op. ezit., p. 28,




1i4

any regulsyr cbeervation of the chureh pege of a

paper will werdify. 1 suppose the current populsrity of the
epwboy will sccount for the desire of wmany evangelists ts
advertise seg such,

- The yeverse of this situstion was dlsecovered i o

Latholie writing:

One day 1 took breskfest with 8 voung man, who 2 yesr
previous &aﬁ %@@ﬁ & ecow-boy, bul who waeg now a licensed
preacher. ?wg ehing,” as 2 ledy remavked, "wss a bhebtbter
paying bus 288 i?? hip then running afltey cows, and
sgulred &wg@ el fort."”

Hevs

epre, 4if @&& prejudice éf the witness hss not i%fiﬁ%%@%ﬁ
the geﬁéfﬁﬁy'af his report, the "covboy” was genuine %m% the
"preacher” the ﬁyyﬁﬁriﬁ@, but the opposite wes probably the

csae many m@r% timew,

Aetuslly, of eourse, there was no resl inconslstency in

the combination of bhe ﬁ%&g§ gnd minlster, Eﬁ counld
thet daring, and sven s @Eai% %%&uﬂ% af f“&ﬁi&wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ are
the result of a deep and trusting falth, and Paul, ﬁ&@§§§ oF
Jobn the Bapiist could be

deliver blz pmegss

cances of . 28,
L



















year,

s "Commlittee of Vigilence” was ovganilzed . . . t¢ prevent
impostors Prom securing the confidenee of the people, in
the evercise of nindsterial funetionse. o . + After this

ne minleter was recognized by sny of us until he exhlbliited
unmistaksble evedentisls of authority frowm hils denomine~
tlon, The e¢ffect wag very benefleial to the cause of
religion in the republiec. . . . An impostor, =z short time
before, came %o the town of Weshington, 1n my absence, and
preached under Bapitist ﬁ@iﬁyg, He represented himsell 'ag
gadly in need of pecunlery assistance., Bome person kindly
girculeted s subscription whieh procured the swmount of
fundsg ealled for He was moon seen at the grocery {m@&i
and hominy were ﬁ%f the gnly forms of corn at these esrly
groceries] and then on the race-tramck, as one of the
standard bearerg of that lomense ﬁﬁmﬁﬁf ol gportesmen that
gathered about the town of Washinghton.®

Bome btime later, the same writer refers to &ﬁki%§§$@g?
whe "had Lthrown us i@i@ some ﬁﬁnfa%iﬁﬁ¢%lﬁ Zenos Morrell vas =
anch Beptist, however, snd his ides of an impostor included

Bny @@%&ﬁh%é clalming %o be a Baplist who did not preach the
commonly sccepted Baptist doecbrine., He greatly Teared thes
preschers leaning towerd what he called "Csmpbellism” and once
hed to hasten to s congregation whose prescher, T. W. Cox, had
bendenelies in bthst dirvection.  Luwekily for the Bapblstes, Horrell
got. there before Luox golb the ﬁ&g& Aty vote of the congregation.
Cox, though, may have actuazlly been the

thought he was, for he states thet Cox had besn gullty of frs

in Alebsms and of lying three tinmes during

Yuorrell, op. eit., p. T4.
*®ipid., p. 280.

2 J N g ¢ ’ e
Y$1vid., pp. 144-147.




Jout
&
§rot

Thet knsves were present durisg this ers i1p furthey
attested by Meritin Ruter, one of the sarilest Hethodist nig-

siongarises in Tensse.

here; professing

Phe fancrelibies of sone that have g
ted prejudlcss, and

to be ministers of Christ, hasve er
caused some of the people Tto neld ¢

of the gospel. But it is o rvemarkab
“Apothlg eommunidty are very sooh ki
standing 1 thelr own country are

fact thst Lm;
and persons o

snoth ed virtuslily the senme thing.”

writer affiwm

Gne of the we

preacl

tiously tovard preschuers
sators

good
goon duly estimsted.*”

et cases encountered concerned 8 Baptist

¢4 Stovell, s man of superior litersry atbalument

and a very Tine preacher. When reporis came in to the effect

that he drank and geve hilagelfl over to pussion he wse denled

the right %o preach. He went on to Ban

~dness and finally p

lows in Yew Oviesns.*” shhey preschey wasg charged with

o

being assessory to murd and Isaac Reed (who en

vae be slloved Uatholic oppression to

riven to drink, and












































































































































































	A Study of the Frontier Preacher in Texas
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1545411277.pdf.WUO9O

