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But—the Lord continues—"be not yec therefore like unto them,
for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask
him.” But if He knows beforehand, why do we need to tell Him of
our wants, why do we have to ask of Him—why pray at all?
Simply because He has made blessing depend on prayer. He wants
us to come and ask of Him that He may keep us in touch with Him,
coming back to Him continually as our needs recur. This is God’s
way; and it is good, as all His ways are. Had He chosen to do so,
He could have given us full abundance of everything at once and
without our asking. The result would have been that we would have
become independent of Him, and would have forgotten the Hand
which bestowed the gift. For after all, God loves us. What loving
parent would not want to keep up close and frequent contact with
his children? So our Father in heaven keeps us coming back
to Him for help, for comfort, for the supply of constantly arising
needs, and every want of spirit, soul, and body. And our asking pre-
pares us for the receiving of His gifts.

At this point the Lord Jesus gave His disciples a pattern-
prayer—the “Lord’s Prayer” as we call it—not that the Lord ever
did, or could have been, using it Himself—-but because He laid out
its simple words and petitions for them.


































































Betore we leave the gospel of Matthew we mu
short sentence found in the Lord’s great prophetic d
“Olivet Sermon” (Matt. 24:25). It is not the prophet
Christ’s sermon that concerns us here, but a thing He saic
about prayer—a word so casually dropped as to seem -
dental remark, and yet of far-reaching and tremendous
Here it is:

“And pray that your flight be not in the winter, nor o

It is difficult to explain this saying without go:
whole prophetic context, which here we cannot do.
is to note that the Lord is here warning His disciples
danger, and that He points out a special event which
signal to them for instant flight. In a related passage
the encirclement of Jerusalem by a hostile army. (Luk
Whatever the occasion, the flight must be immediate
they were to escape the threatening disaster. If their f
the winter it would be hindered by weather and flo
by snow and ice. If it were on a sabbath, the gates wq
and with no means of transportation available. With
further now as to when or how such a situation would
notice just this one point: In answer to the disciple
time and season of the impending catastrophe can be chz
prayer would alter the decisions of the enemy, change
strategy and the time of his action, and the movement «
army. We are almost tempted to ask, Does the Lord
that? Is it possible, is it thinkable, that the prayers of
people could have such a vast result? Evidently so.
we learn something of the power and possibilities of
ian’s prayer. He, to whom His children pray, holds t
kings in His hand. (Prov. 21:1.) In answer to the pe
people the history of the world may be changed; wars
deferred; disasters avoided; and much suffering and di
to them, and, incidentally, to their fellow-men, beca
prayers. Hence also the apostle writes, “I exhort there
all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions be made for
kings and all that are in high place; that we may lea
and quiet life in all godliness and gravity. This is good
able in the sight of God our Savior...(1 Tim. 2:1-3).

The present hour is full of grave forebodings and Ct
indeed great rcason so to pray now.
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