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CHRISTIAN UNITY. 21

nothing, but what is clearly required in the Scriptures.
Come to this principle and peace as a river flows out. But
now union and peace are sought in the opposite direction,
i. e., let every man bring his invention and opinion into
the church.

They declare, “There is no thing we have hitherto received
ag matter of faith or practice, which is not expressly taught and
enjoined in the word of God, either in express terms or ap-
proved precedent, that we would not readily relinquish, that so
we might return to the original constitutional unity of *he
Christian church, and in this happy unity, enjoy full com-
munion with all our brethren, in peace and charity. * * *
To this we call, we invite our brethren of all denominations, b
all the sacred motives which we have avouched as the impul-
sive reasons for our thus addressing them.”

We make the same appeal on the same ground, to our
brethren who introduce matters of opinion, fur the sake of
union and peace. They treat our appeals with indifference
and contempt. If these inventions and opinions of men
were not cherished in the church to-day, unity and peace

would prevail.

To the preachers they appealed: ‘“To you, thercfore, it pecul-
iarly belongs, as the professed aud acknowled lecaders of the
people, to go before them in this good work, to remove human
opinions and inventions of men out of the way, by carefully
separating this chaff, from the pure wheat of primary and au-
thentic revelation, casting out that assumed authority, that
enucting and decreeing power by which these things have been
imposed and established. To the ministerial department, then,
do we look with anxiety. * * #* His dying commands, his
last and ardent prayers for the visible unity of his professing
people, will not suffer you to be indifferent 1n this matter.”

This appeal comes just as strongly to those bringing
their ‘‘fads, fancies, preferences,” based on opinion, into
the church to-day as it did then, and it is a shame that
Christians do not hear it. The inventions of men are
called chaff, to »e burned with fire unquenchable.

Again, ‘“Nothing ought to be received into the faith o1 wor-
ship of the church, or be made a term of communion among
Christians, that is not as old as the New Testament.”
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sacred origin, so that any subsequent alteration or difference in
the observance of these things might produce no contention nor
division in the church.”

This much from the original address initiating the work
of restoration. We now make some extracts from Alex-
ander Campbell, the meaning of which cannot be mis-
taken. Remember, the point is, actions or institutions
based on human opinions, without Divine authority, are
to be tolerated in the church, and those who oppose prac-
tices based on mere opinions are factionists and heretics.

Christian Baptist, p. 128. *“To bring the Christianity and
the church of the present day up to the New Testament. This
is in substance what we contend for. To bring the societies of
Christianity to the New Testament, is just to bring the disci-
ples individually and collectively, to walk in the faith, and in
the commands of the Lord and Savior, as presented in that
blessed volume; and this is to restore the ancieut order of
things.”

On the necessity of doing things just according to God’s
order, p. 138.

“The conversion of the world is an object of the dearest mag-
nitude in the estimation of the heavens. All the attributes of
Deity require that this grand object be achieved in a certain
way or not at all. The way or pfan the Savior has unfolded in
his address from earth to heaven. * * Israel failed in his
own way. In God’s way he was successful. We have failed in
our own way, to convince the world, but in God’s way we would
be victorious. Wisdom and benevolence combined constitute
his plan, and although his ways may appear weak and incom-
grehensible, they are in their moral grandeur of wisdom and

enevolence, a8 much higher than ours, as the heavens are
higher than the earth.”

On page 140. ‘“The constitution of the kingdom of the
Savior is the New Testament, and this alone is adapted to the
existence of his kingdom in the world To restore the ancient
order of things, this must be recognized as the only constitution
of this kingdom. And in receiving citizens they must be re-
ceived into the kingdom just as they were received by the
apostles into it, when they were setting it up.”

Bo rigidly is everything else to be excluded but that
commanded, he insists, page 159, that we must confine
ourselves to the very terms used in the Scripture to ex-
press the things to be believed and done.
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“To disparage these terms, by adopting others in prefcrence,
is presumptuous and insolent on the part of man., * * #
From this source spring most of our doctrinal controversies.
Men’s opinions expressed in their own terms, are often called
Bible truths. In order, then, to full restoration of the ancient
order of things, a pure speech must be restored.

On page 165 he ridicules the idea of no established
order of worship; so every one is allowed to act on his
opinion, thus:

“One society of disciples mccts on the first day morning,
and dances till evening, under the pretext (opinion) that this
is the happiest way of expressing their joy, and when they
have danced themselves down they go home. Now in this,
there is no disorder, error, innovation or transgression, for
there isno divinely authorized order of Christian worship, * #
As none but the Lord can prescribe or regulate the worship
due to himself and profitable to us, so, if he has done it, hu-
man regulations are as vain and usecless as attempts to prevent
the ebbing of the sea, or the waxing and waning of the moon.
But to proceed. Another society meets for worship, and they
sing all day; another shouts all day; another runs in a race all
day; another lies prostrate on the ground all day; another
reads all day; another hears one man speak all day; another
cries in the forenoon and listens to the organ in the afternoon,
and all is equally right, lawful, orderly and acceptable; for
there is no divinely authorized order of Christian worship.”

He reduces it to this absurdity if there be no Divine
order, but every one be left to follow his own opinion.

It follows then there is a divinely authorized order of wor-
ship in €hristian assemblies, and that this worship is uniform-
ly the same.”

On page 295 he gives the rule he adopted to arrive at
the truth.

“When any act of devotion or item of religious practice pre-
sented itself to my view, of which I could learn nothing from
my Master’s last will and testament, I simply gave it up, and
if I found anything there not exhibited by my fellow Chris-
tians, I went into the practice of it, if it was the practice of an
individual ; and if it was a social act, I attempted to invite oth-
ers to unite with me on it. Thus I went on correcting my
views, and returning to his institutes until I became so speckled
[ bil:d that scarce one of my species would cordially consociate
with me.”
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any article of those who claim the right to act on opiniona.

But bitter and fierce is the condemnation of those who
oppose the introduction. To introduce fads and fancies
of opinion into the church of God is all right in their
eyes, but to oppose their introduction is a sin of darkest
hue. To oppose the introduction of matters of opinion into
the church of God is to build a denominativn on opin-
ionism, according to this logic.

After what is here presented of the teaching of Alex-
ander Campbell and his coadjutors on the subject of the
sin of introducing opinions, and practices based on them,
into the church, what is thought of this statement:

“Whata violent contrast to the simple hut comprehensive con-
ditions of feliowship enunciated by Alexander Campbell and
his coadjutors and taught in the New Testament, is the Sand
Creck ctforts based on the same foolish ph.ilosogh‘y—t.o forge
men together in the bonds of identical opinions * * * in mat-
ters of no vital importance.” ;

Is it true that these ‘‘Sand Creck” folks proposed an
opinion as a ground of action for the church? Is not the
height and breadth of their offending, that they exclude
those who introduce opinions and practices and institutions
based on opinions, into the church of God? * How far
does their action differ from the teaching of Alexander

Campbell when he says:

“There is a growing disposition for opinionism in the ranks
of the reformation. It must be quashed, or there will be an
end to all moral improvement. It has ever been the harbin-

er of schism, the forerunner of all discord. It has becn, in-
eed, the plague of Christendom.”

#* It i8 not intended by what is said above, to endorse the
manner of proceeding by the Sand Creck brethren. I never
read their resolutions nor an account of their meeting. But I
believe only evil grows out of conventions and meetings not
scriptural, to define faith or declare heresy.
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opinions” of men into the work or worship of the church
of God, nor will be be found justifying, excusing or apolo-
gizing for those who do introduce them. But it he would
carry out the work A. Campbell engaged in, he will depre-
cate, discourage and condemn every introduction of what
is a mere matter of opinion, and which is not clearly a
matter of faith, and will urge all to lay aside these matters
of opinion and to unite in the matters clearly revealed to
our faith and required by the word of God. Here is
ground for union and peace and harmony, and nowhere
else in the universe can it be found.

The introduction of the missionary society, the organ,
the festival, the pastor distinct from the elder, and all the
fads and fancies that are based on opinion, is a gross and
palpable violation of the principles of union laid down by
these worthy men who undertook to unite the religious world
on the word of God, and is condemned by them as the
fruitful source of corruption and division in the churches
of God. If these men who introduce these devices and
inventions of men, will imbibe the spirit of these movers
in the restoration movement and will follow their example,
or be guided by their advice, peace, union and harmony
would permeate the whole brotherhood of disciples with
the rising of the morrow’s sun. But while they continue
to introduce these fads, and fancies, and preferences
based on opinion, they stand condemned by this
address, and the men to whom they appeal, as the
corrupters and defilers of the church of God and as sow-
ing discord and strife among brethren. We, in opposing
the introduction of these things and in urging that nothing
shall be brought into the church of God except that for
which a thus saith the Lord, in express precept or by ap-
proved precedent, can be produced, are contending for the
ground of union presented by them, and the Scriptures, and
the only one possible to man.

3
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him, but based simply on what seems good to man? On
what his opinion or judgment, without Divine teaching,
approves? If he has taught that it is wrong to introduce
these things not required or approved by God, there is
sure and solid ground on which faith may stand in oppos-
ing their introduction.

An opinion is a judgment that seems to man good, with-
out Divine testimony on which to base bis judgment.
When a man has Divine testimony on which to base his
judgment, it is a matter of faith. Then in the history of
God’s dealings with the human family, has he go taught
and treated them as to give ground for faith to declare
that all service to him, based on human opinion, is offensive
to him? If so, it is matter of faith, and it is the duty of
his servants to earnestly oppose the introduction of all
service based on human opinion or judgment.

‘We might begin at the beginning. It was matter of
opinion or judgment, without Divine testimony, that to
eat the forbidden fruit would not bring death. This opin-
ion set aside a clear command of God. It was matter of
opinion, or judgment without testimony, on Cain’s part
that his offering was good, it was rejected and he became a
murderer, was cursed from the earth and became a fugitive
and a vagabond in the earth. The spirit that led him to do
service, based on his own opinion or judgment, without a
command of God, led to all this fearful evil. The virtue of
Abel was that he did the will of God—bringing nothing of
his own opinion or judgment into theservice of God. And
¢« Abel being dead yet speaketh,” says the Spirit of God.
What does Abel say, when he yet speaks? Clearly he
says, Do the things plainly commanded by God—which
are matters of faith—but give no place to opinion or things
based on opinion in the service of God. The man that
does not hear that declaration, as it resounds down the
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God and his flesh became as the flesh of a little child and he
wasclean.” To eschew and ignore our own opinions and
follow the word of (iod, is the only pathway to blessings
from God.

Baul was of opinion, 1st Samuel xiii: 8-14, That it was better
that he should make an offering to the Lord than that his army
should be scattered abroad. * He forced himself and made a
burnt offering.” Samuel said, ‘“ Thou hast done foolishly: thou
hast not kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which
he commanded thee for now would the Lord have established thy
kingdom upon Israel forever. But now thy kingdom ghall not con-
tinue: the Lord hath sought him a man after his own heart, and
the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his people, be-
cause thou has not kept that which the Lord commanded thee.”
Again in the fifteenth chapter, God sent Saul to destroy the
Amalekites, the order was, ““ Utterly destroy all that they have,
and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant
and suckling, ox or sheep, camel and ass.”

But Saul was of the opinion that to bring the fat cattle
and sheep back to sacrifice to the Lord God, in Gilgal,
would carry out in the end the commandment of the Lord,
and yet bring more honor and glory to his name. So he
saved them to make thesacrifice. The result was ‘‘the Lord
rejected him from being king.” A too great readiness to
bring in his own opinions—and a disposition to make them,
rather than the commandments of God, the basis of his
service to God, was clearly Saul’s besetting sin, that proved
his ruin.

The Old Testament is a continued warning, by precepts,
prophecies and examples of the fearful danger of
turning from the word of God, of being enticed away
from his order by the opinions and judgments of ourselves
or others. In some of the examples their opinion led them
to turn square against the commandment of God. Others
only modified the service, introduced a new element, or a
way that seemed to them to help the appointments of God,
but their introduction of the service based on the opinions
of men, even when intended to bring higher honor to
Ged, met with the condemnation and punishment of God.
It waz disobedience and rejection of God.















































































CHRISTIAN UNIT\.. 63

futile our mightiest efforts, foolish and misleading our
wisest schemes, and false our highest hopes, when God
does not work with us. And he will not work with us,
save when we work in his own ways and appointments.

‘“ Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that
build it: except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh
but in vain.” Pls. cxxvii: 1.

Without God’s blessing and help all labor is vain.
Nine-tenths of the labor done now to save man, is vain, or
worse than vain, positively harmful because not done in
a way that the Lord can bless. One-tenth of the labor
now done would result in a hundred-fold more of benefit
and blessing than all that is done, if done in a manner
that God could bless. God cannot bless when done in our
own ways.

“ Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus.” Col. iii: 17.

And when we pursue our own ways God leaves us to eat
the fruit of our own doing and accomplish our own ruin,

To save the world, Christ requires his people to be one
through the truth, as he and his Father are one. The
world in unbelief, in sin, going down to hell, calls strongly,
tenderly to the children of God, to be one, that the
world may believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that it
may be saved. The children of God can never be one by
introducing human opinions, practices based on human
judgment, institutions, organizations, and ways and works

ased on the commandments of men. They all bring
division and gender strife. There is but one pathway to
union among God’s people, but one rule that can make us
one in Christ Jesus, that can bring salvation to the world.
That is, let each one lay aside all opinions, ways, inven-
tions, devices, practices, organizations and creeds, confes-
sions and formularies of faith, names and manner of work,
save those plainly presented and clearly required in the
New Testament. Eet all determine to do nothing in re-
ligion, save that plainly taught in the Scriptures of truth,
let no one ask his brother to accept anything that God has
not required, but to faithfully do just what Le has required,
and let all do this in the way approved by God. This will
reduce all religious worship and service to its original Di-
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