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ABSTRACT 

This thesis is an investigation of the Roman mission 

to evangelize Anglo-Saxon England. The mission was 

commissioned by Pope Gregory the Great and charged to a 

monk named Augustine. In this study the reasons for 

sending the Roman mission and why it succeeded in bringing 

the resulting English church under the influence of the 

Roman faith will be identified. 

There are several literary documents which survive 

concerning the Roman Mission. They are in the form of 

letters, lives of saints, and histories. Two key sources 

for our research are Bede's Ecclesiastical History and 

letters written by Gregory the Great which have been 

preserved. There is also archaeological evidence which 

aids in understanding some of the written material. I have 

surveyed the written material and read various 

interpretations. For understanding how the archaeological 

evidence relates to the topic, I have visited some sites 

and read the work of those more qualified to interpret it. 

This study confirms the crucial role played by 

Gregory and Augustine in establishing the English church. 

It was Augustine, with the power of Rome and the wisdom of 

Gregory behind him, which made the all-important 

breakthrough into the Anglo-Saxon royal houses. We also 
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