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About this collection
Title: William Wesley Grasham Papers

Creator: William Wesley Grasham

Identifier/Call Number: Center for Restoration Studies Manuscripts #515
Physical Description: 22 linear feet (38 boxes)

Dates (Inclusive): 1955-2016

Dates (Bulk): 1970-2015

Location: Center for Restoration Studies

Language of Materials: English

Scope and Content Note: These papers include William Wesley Grasham’s research and topical
files, image slides, and some multimedia and print materials.

Biographical Note: Biographical information excerpted from Findagrave.com obituary:

“Bill was born on August 2, 1930 in Phoenix, Arizona to John and Olive Grasham. He served in
the United States Navy and played on the Pacific Fleet Championship baseball team in 1949. He
was voted the most valuable player that year and was offered several major league baseball
contracts upon leaving the Navy. His desire to go to college resulted in his not pursuing a career
in baseball, but rather becoming a preacher, which then became his passion for the remainder of
his life. On May 4, 1952, he married the love of his life, Eleanor Marie Spainhower in Antioch,
California. They were married for 63 years.

Bill preached for over sixty years in Texas, California, Arizona, Germany and Scotland. He
received a B.A. in 1962 and an M. A. in History and Bible in 1968 from Pepperdine University.
He studied at Fuller Theological Seminary and received a Ph.D. from the California Graduate
School of Theology in 1970. He also received a M.Div. from Abilene Christian University in
1975. From 1975 to 1978, Bill and his family lived in Kaiserslautern, Germany, where he
preached for an American military congregation. Then they moved to Aberdeen, Scotland so he
could further his education. While there, Bill helped establish a local church congregation. He
was awarded a Ph.D. in 1985 from the University of Aberdeen in Scotland upon completion of a
dissertation that examined the nature of the Qumran community, the writers of the Dead Sea
Scrolls.

Bill did post-doctoral studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and also participated in
archaeological digs at Tel Dor in Israel. For over fifteen years, he taught Old and New Testament



and Biblical Theology courses at the Center for Christian Education in Dallas, Texas. Over the

years, Bill also taught courses at both McMurry and Abilene Christian University. He retired in
2005 but continued to present seminars for graduate students on the Bible and archaeology and
on the gospel in the Old Testament. Bill was a life-long student of the Bible and was author of

the two-volume Truth for Today Commentary on the Book of Genesis.

Bill and Eleanor spent many of their years together in Dallas and attended the Preston Road
Church of Christ but also lived in Abilene five different times for a total of 18 years. In Abilene,
they attended the Minter Lane Church of Christ.”"
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Using this collection
Processing Status: Processed

Conditions Governing Access: Materials are housed in the Abilene Christian University Special
Collections and Archives, Brown Library, Abilene Christian University in Abilene, Texas and
are non-circulating. Access is available during normal business hours; prior appointments are
preferred.

Conditions Governing Use: Materials are housed in the Abilene Christian University Special
Collections and Archives, Brown Library, Abilene Christian University in Abilene, Texas and
are non-circulating. Access is available during normal business hours; prior appointments are
preferred.

Preferred citation: [identification of item], [file or folder name], William Wesley Grasham
Papers, 195502916. Center for Restoration Studies MS #515. Abilene Christian University
Special Collections and Archives, Brown Library. Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX.

Copyright notice: Unless transferred in writing to Abilene Christian University, copyright is
retained by the authors of these materials, or their descendants, as stipulated by United States
Copyright Law (Title 17 US Code). Researchers are responsible for using these materials in
conformance with copyright law.

Arrangement of Materials: The original order of the materials was maintained as much as
possible.

Separated Materials: Books separated for cataloging with a gift note included.
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Inventory

Box 1

Box 2

[First Folder] Finding Aid

17th Century History

Acts

Acts, Sermons On

Acts, Study Notes by John Bury

ACU, Educational Value

ACU, Guided Study

ACU, Teaching

Adoption Ceremony

Advanced Greek Grammar

Advertisements for Archaeology Slide Presentation
AIDS

Alumni List, Center for Christian Education
Animal Sacrifices, Atonement and Forgiveness

Animal Sacrifices, Why? (Leviticus and Numbers)

Apocalyptic Literature [4 folders]

Apocalyptic Literature, David

Apocalyptic Literature, Daniel and Revelation
Apologetics

Apologetics, Christian Education



Apologetics, A Survey of Early Christian

Apostles, Their Life and Travels

Archaeology

Archaeology and Christian Baptism (Article for Leaven)
Archaeology, Proof of Faith (Walter Person’s Letter and Powerpoint)
Background of the New Testament

Baptism, The Birth

Barnabas, Son of Encouragement

Biblical Archaeology

Biblical Doctrine Exam

Biblical Doctrine, Faith and Baptism

Biblical Doctrine II [5 folders]

Box 3
Biblical Doctrine 11

Biblical Doctrines II, Church and Worship

Biblical Doctrines II Exam

Biblical Doctrines II, Faith and Works (Original Sin)

Biblical Doctrines II, Kingdom Church, Falling from Grace (Calvinism)
Biblical Doctrines I1, Kingdom, Election

Biblical Doctrines II, New Testament Theology

Biblical Symbolism



Biblical Theology, Notebook
Biblical World [5 folders]

Box 4
Biblical World Exams [2 folders]

Biblical World (Test, Syllabus, Outdated Handouts, Notes)
Bibliography, Library Starter for Students
Bill’s Transcripts

Biographies (Justin Martyr, Augustine, Alexander Campbell, Irenaeus, Soren
Kierkegaard, Athanasius, Tertullian)

Blasingame, Rachel

Book of Mormon Fallacies

Book Review, How to Write

Book Review, Research and Writing Class

Books Purchased (1989-2004)

Books Purchased (2005-2009)

Books to Purchase

Brown Bag Discussion Topics

Brown Bag Discussion Topics, Iraq War etc. Armageddon

Box 5
Cain and Job, Outrage of Article from the Bible Review (June 1993)

Campaigns, Center for Chrsitian Education (Advertising)



Can There Be any Gospel in the Midst of Pain and Suffering (Job)
Catalogue (CCE) and Class Schedule (CCE)

The Center’s Advisory Board Meeting and List of Alumni
Center, Bible Classes, Recorded Digitized, Etc.

Center Directory of Alumni

Center for Christian Education [2 folders]

Center for Christian Education, Advertising Public Relations
Center for Christian Education, Course Description

Center for Chrisitian Education, Evaluation Forms

Center for Christian Education, Graduating Class Statement
Center for Christian Education, Faculty Contract and PR Talks
Center for Christian Education, Severance Agreement

Central Dallas Ministries

Change

Chapel (Speakers, Addresses, Tapes, Panels-Discussion Topics, Addresses of
Churches)

Chapel Speakers, etc. (Programs)
Chapel Topics

Charge to Graduates, Ministries
Charge, President Dave M. Malone

Charismatic Gifts, I Corinthians



The Chinese Mind, Paper by Brother Wu

Box 6
Christian Evidences

Christian Worship

Christ, Jesus (Sermons on and Worship of)

Christmas (Birth of Jesus), Sermons on

Chronicles

Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah

Church of Christ (Church in the New Testament)

Church Growth (Statistics-Church of Christ, Catholic, Muslim etc.)
Church Growth and Missions

Church History [3 folders]

The Church, A Replacement for Israel?

Box 7
Coker, Dan (Hispanic Missions in South and Central America)

Controversies in the Days of Augustine

I Corinthians [5 folders]

I Corinthians 7, Divorce and Remarriage

I Corinthians, Sermons on

II Corinthians, Preaching from Sermons on

Correspondence



Box 8

Correspondence, “Aunt Grace” 1953
Correspondence, to Preachers and Churches, ACU
Correspondence, O.B. Proctor

Course Descriptions, Center for Christian Education
Creation and New Creation

Creation (God, Universe, and Man)

The Cross, Suffering Servant Isaiah 53

Cultural Anthropology

Culture, Christianity, Gospel in Paul

Dallas Christian College

Daniel

David, The Greatest Saint and Sinner

Da Vinci Code (See Gospels-Gnostic)

Deacons, Preston Road Church of Christ

The Dead Sea Scrolls [3 folders]

Degree in Bible, Harding and Sunset School of Preaching
Demons

Deuteronomy, the Book of the Covenant

Deuteronomy, Chapter 8, Land and Promise



Box 9

Box 10

Deuteronomy, Sermons on

Dissertation Rough Draft Volume I

Dissertation Rough Draft Volume II

Divorce

Drugs, Alcohol, and Overeating

Elders and Deacons

Elders and Deacons, Sermon on, Church Organization etc.

Elders, Leadership

Elder Selection Process

Elders, Spiritual Discernment and Selection
Elyah

Epistle to the Romans

Esther, Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah
Ethics

Ethics, Moral Issues (Sex, etc)

Exams, 1990’s

Exams, 2000-03

Exam 2004

Exegesis



Exegesis of Biblical Texts (Romans 3:24-26)
Existentialism

Existentialism and the Thud Method of Knowing
Expository Sermon Format, “Jesus Takes the Tough Road”
Exodus

Exodus and Remembrance of What God has Done
Exodus, God Hardening Pharaoh's Heart

Family (Home), Sermons On

Fasting

Feelings (see Holy Spirit)

Fellowship

Box 11
Fellowship and Problems

Fellowship and Unity and Withdrawal of Pharisaism in the Church

First Corinthians

Four Methods of New Testament Theology, Analysis and Critique [2 folders]
Freedom, Liberty from Bondage

Galatians

Galatians and Romans (Paul)

Galatians, Application (God, the Creator Genesis 1:1-31)

Genesis, Biblical Word, Exercises on Geneology (Adam to Noah)



Genesis Chapters and Ezekiel Apocalyptic Symbolism
Genesis, Creation Chapters 1-11

Genesis I, Creation, Geology

Genesis I Epistles

General Epistles [3 folders]

Box 12
General Epistles Exam (James)

General Epistles (Hebrews)

General Epistles (Hebrews Exam)
General Epistles, James [2 folders]
General Epistles, I Peter

General Epistles, Works (Romans and James)
The General Epistles, Syllabus

General Epistles, Tests

General Sermons

Giving, Sermons on

God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Trinity)
God, Has Love, Seeking Love, etc.

God’s Love, Creator, Redeemer

God’s Love or Wrath



God’s Will
God’s Wrath (Justice) and Love (Mercy), The Gospel in the Old Testament

Box 13
Gospel

The Gospel of Election and Freedom in the Old Testament
Gospel of Election in the Prophets, How to Understand Prophecy (Fulfillment)
The Gospel of the Kingdom of God, His reign and Rule

The Gospels (Harmony, Background, Test, Chronology, History)
The Gospel to Abraham, Jacob and Joseph

Government, a Chrisitian’s Attitude Toward

Graduate Course in Revelation

Graduation, Sermons on

Great Cities Missions

Greek

Habakkuk

Habakkuk and Jeremiah

Handwritten Exams

Heaven and Hell, Sermons on

Hebrew

Hebrews

Hebrews, Class and Sermons on



Hebrews and General Epistles

Box 14
Hell, What Kind of Place Is It?

Hermeneutics [2 folders]

Hermeneutics and Restoration

Historical Books, Joshua

Historical Books of the Old Testament

Historical Books of the Old Testament, Exams
Historical Books of the Old Testament, Joshua
Historical Books of the Old Testament, Judges and Ruth
Historical Books of the Old Testament, Theology
Historical Books of the Old Testament, Old Testament Theology
Historical Books, Ruth, Gospel

Historical Books, Samuel and Kings

Historical Books, Theology (Blessings and Covenant)
Historical Christian Thought

Historical Development of the Doctrine of Purgatory
History, Jewish (Alexander the Great and Herald)
History of Philosophy

Box 15
History of Philosophy, December 8, 1960



History of the Christian Church

Holidays, Thanksgiving, Mother’s Day, etc.

The Holy Spirit, Fruit and Gifts and Miracles

Holy Spirit, Received by all who obey God, Acts 5:32 and Acts 8
Holy Spirit, Sermons on

Hosea and Amos, Gospel

Hosea, Genesis, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Intro to Prophecy and Books, Conditional and
Unconditional

How to Understand Prophecy?
The Image of God
The Image of God in Man
The Image of God in Man, 3.2 Chemical Mankind in each cell
Influence of Dietrich Bonhoeffer upon Contemporary Theology
Influence of Martin Heidegger’s Philosophy Upon Rudolf Bultmann’s Theology
Introduction to Christianity [3 folders]
Box 16
Introduction to Chrisitianty
Intro to Doctrinal Studies
Intro to Genesis

Instrumental Music



Introduction to the New Testament

Introduction New Testament

Intro to the Old and New Testament Backgrounds
Introduction to Wisdom Literature

Isaiah [3 folders]

Isaiah-Micah

Isaiah and Micah, Gospel Servant of the Lord, The Way
Isaiah and Micah, Zephaniah and Nahum

Isaiah, Prophets

Isaiah the Prophet, Sermons on

Islam in the Light of the Cross

Box 17
Jehovah’s Witnesses

Jeremiah [2 folders]

Jeremiah and Habakkuk

Jeremiah, Sermons on

Jews and Arabs, Conflict and Hatred
Jesus, our living Tabernacle

Job, Book of Sermons on

Johannine Epistles [2 folders]

Johannine Literature [2 folders]



Johannine Literature Exam

Johannine Literature Tests, Recent-2004
Johannine Writings Exams

Johannine Writings, Syllabus [2 folders]
Gospel of John [4 folders]

Box 18
The Gospel of John [2 folders]

Gospel of John, Baptism

Gospel of John Exam [3 folders]
Gospel of John, Tests-Old

John, Syllabus and Sermons on

I John, Sermons on

Joseph and the Servant of the Lord, Prophet like Moses
Joshua, Long Day

Judas

Gospel of Judas, Gospels and Gnostic)
Judaism, Jesus and Christianity
Judges and Tests in Biblical World
Kelly, Tim

Kingdom of God [3 folders]



Kingdom of God, Qumran and in Jesus Teachings
Ladies Classes

Land Promise and Rapture, Days of the Lord
Latter Prophets

The Law of God, The 10 Commandments
Leaven, Articles for

Box 19
Letters of Recommendation [2 folders]

Leviticus

Life and Teachings of Jesus

Life and Teachings of Jesus (Gospel of John)
Lord’s Supper

Luke, James, et al (Greek Translations)
Marcion

Marriage, Sermons on

Marshall, Professor I. Howard
Matthew

Medieval Church History

Men’s Retreat, Northgate

Ministries, Hints for Beginning

Miracles and Providence of Creation



Miraculous Powers

Miscellaneous Sermons

Box 20
Missionary Principles and Practice

Missions, Evangelism

Missions, Theological Basis of

Northgate Organization and Function No Elders
Notes and Bibliography on Worship etc.

Old Testament Historical Books, Chronicles [2 folders]
Old Testament Historical Books, Joshua [2 folders]
Old Testament Historical Books, Kings

Old Testament Historical Books, Samuel

Old Testament and Introduction

Old Testament, Wisdom and Daniel Literature

Old Testament Writings, Exam

Box 21
Paradise or Hell, God or Satan (Eden, Paradise, Symbol of Heaven, Dwelling with God)

Pastorals
Pastoral Epistles [5 folders]
Pastoral Epistles and Women’s Role

Pastoral Epistles, Articles on Women’s Role



Pastoral Epistles, Elders and Women

Pastoral Epistles, Elders and Widows

Pastoral Epistles, Elders, Deacons, Ministries

Pastoral Epistles, Exams

Pastoral Epistles, Qualifications of Elders and Deacons
Pastoral Epistles, Tests

Pastoral Epistles, Women Role Elders

Box 22
Pastoral Epistles [2 folders]

Pastoral Epistles, Introduction and Women’s Role

Pastoral Epistles, Women’s Role [2 folders]

Pastoral Epistles, the Role of Women, my Restoration Quarterly Article
Patternism

Paul [2 folders]

Paul, Corinthians

Paul, I Corinthians

Paul I Corinthians 13, Spiritual Life

Paul, Exams

Paul, Galatians and Colassians

Paul, Thessalonians [2 folders]



Box 23
Paul [6 folders]

Paul, Corinthians (Spiritual Gifts,Baptized by one Spirit)
Paul, I Corinthians, Galatians, I Thessalonians

Paul, Day of the Lord (2nd Coming of Christ, Rapture etc.)
Paul, Exams [2 folders]

Paul and James on Abraham’s Faith and Work

Paul, Pastorals, Ministry and Theology

Paul, Theology [2 folders]

Box 24
Pelagian Controversy

Pelagius, Controversy with Augustine

Pentateuch [7 folders]

Pentateuch, Deuteronomy

Pentateuch, Exams

Pentateuch, Exodus

Pentateuch, Genesis

Pentateuch, Exodus and Leviticus, Gospel According to the Old Testament
Pentateuch, Tests

IT Peter and Jude

Box 25
Pharisee and Publican (Fellowship, Unity and Withdrawal)



Pioneers on the Holy Spirit
Preachers Worship

Prison Epistles [7 folders]

Prison Epistles, Reading Class
Prison Epistles, Tests and Syllabus
Prophecy [2 folders]

Prophecy, Conditional

Prophetic Literature [3 folders]

Box 26
Prophecy [3 folders]

Prophecy and Fulfillment

Prophecy, Conditional etc, on the Land, Palestinians

Prophecy Exams

Prophecy, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Gospel of the New Covenant

Prophecy, Kingship and Kingdom, Exercises in the Land, Son of Man
Prophecy of the Servant of the Land in Paul's Ministry to Gentiles, Isaiah
Prophecy, Why Study the Old Testament

Prophetic Literature [2 folders]

Prophets: Habakkuk, Daniel, Joel, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

Prophets: Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Obediah



Prophets: Jonah, Amos, Hosea
Prophets: Preachers, Gospel Remembrance

Box 27
Prophecy Syllabus

Pride and Freedom
Psalms
Psychology of Religion

Box 28
Questions on the Gospel of John

Reckoning Righteousness, Preston Road Class
Religion 221 Mid-Term

Religion in America

Religion in Society [3 folders]

Research and Writing [5 folders]

Restoration and History

Restoration History & Theology

Box 29
Restoration Movement

Restoration Movement, History of
Restoration Quarterly
Restoration Revisited [2 folders]

Resume



Resurrection of Jesus Christ
Revelation [4 folders]
Revelation & Apocalyptic Lit. [3 folders]

Box 30
Revelation, The book of (Apocalyptic Literature) [5 folders]

Role of Women [2 folders]

Roman History, Blue Book from Cal State 1968
Romans [8 folders]

Romans by Ronnie Wiggins

Box 31
Salvation by Grace

Ist Samuel

2nd Samuel and Kings
Scholars Conference

Science and Religion- Creation
Scientology

Second Coming of Christ
Sermon on the mount

Sermons Preached

Sermons, seminar, & Others

Severance from the Center



Shulam, Joseph

Silence of Scripture

Sinner’s (Gentiles) Prayers & Treatment
Slavery Controversy in the Restoration Mov.
Song of Solomon- Wisdom Literature

Son of God- The Branch in Zachariah
Spiritual Kingdom that Cannot be Limited to Jewish National Hopes
Star of Bethlehem

State, the Place of in God’s Plan

Sterling, James- Loop 11 Church of Christ
Strange Action by God & Jesus

Students at the Center

Study of the Old Testament, Class Notes
Suffering- The problem of Job

Syllabi, Graduate & Undergraduate
Synagogue

Synonyms for Sin in Pauline Theology

Box 32
Systematic Theology [2 folders]

The Tabernacle, Fulfilled by Jesus



Tabernacle, the Pattern of

Term Papers, Students

Temple City, Church of Christ

The Ten Commandments

The Ten Commandments, Why? (Is God A Jerusalem God?)
The Theology of Worship in Exodus 24

Tongues

Tongues, Miracles

Total Depravity (Original Sin)

Tradition and Culture

Translations of Selected Texts

Trinitarian Controversies

Trinitarian Doctrine [2 folders]

True Lies in the Bible, Truth and Falsehoods in the Bible
Truth for Today, Correspondence

Box 33
Unity

Ursher’s Chronology
Utopian Schemes
Villaverde Church of Christ (Kansas), Clint Eastman

Visitation Programs



Walking with God

Walk with God, Old Testament and New Testament
Waxahachie Church

Wedding Ceremony

Weddings

What in the Bible? Why Believe It?

Wisdom Literature [3 folders]

Wisdom Literature, Ecclesiastes

Wisdom Literature, Proverbs

Wisdom Literature, Psalms

Wisdom and Devotional Literature [4 folders]
Wisdom and Devotional Literature, Syllabus and Tests
Wives, Students

Box 34
Work, View of

Women and Preaching
Women’s Role in the Church
Women in Worship
Women’s Role in Worship

Women, Role of [2 folders]



Box 35

Box 36

Women, Role, place, etc.

World Literature

Worldliness, the opposite of Maturity in Christ
World Religions

World’s Living Religions, Class Notes

The Worldly Church, A Response by Ronnie Wiggins
Worship

Worship, Assembly, Church Building

Worship, Jewish and Early Christian

Worship, Thankfulness versus Ingratitude

- 35mm slides, each entry represents one folder except where noted
Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Istanbul

Athens Flea Market, Archaeological museum, Corinth
Austria, Greece countryside, Athens acropolis, Mars hill, Athens archaeological museum
Biblical Backgrounds Slides [31 folders]
British museum
E.R. Higgins Slides-- Europe
The Higgins’ 25th anniversary
Iowa

Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Personalities



Unlabeled boxes
Unsorted
Egypt & Ramses I1
Ephesus
Germany & Kaiserslautern Church of Christ
Grasham Family-- Gettysburg
Vicksburg
Terri’s Wedding
Great Britain
Greece
Madrid, Arles
Martin Luther sites in East Germany-- June 1987
Paul’s second missionary Journey
Paul’s voyage to Rome
Pisa
Rome
Scotland-- Highland Games, King + Queen, Balmoral
Edinburgh, Peterhead, Aberdeen
Trier, Belgium lectureship, Stutto art auto show, Holland

Unsorted Biblical Backgrounds Slides [3 folders]



Verdun France, Lyon, Mt. St. Michel, Versailles
Versailles, Normandie
Box 37 - Objects and media
3 Bibles
3 notebooks containing ministerial records
Approximately 120 cassettes of Bill Grasham’s teaching and preaching
Box 38 - Media
10 VHS tapes of Bill Grasham teaching and preaching
2 movie reels, likely Grasham family home movies
70 cassette tapes of Bill Grasham’s teaching and preaching

34 CDs of Bill Grasham’s teaching and preaching
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