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The outline on the following pages was fi rst prepared for
group whi ch was making a
and delivered to a denominational
study of various religious groups. It wa s later delivered to the
congregation
for which the author regularly preaches . Still
later it was presented to an audience at the Lubbock
Christian College lectures .
Many have requested copies. Numerous mimeographed
copies have been distributed.
Many preachers, and other
interested brethren , have insisted that it should be printed in
tract and giv en wider- distribution
than would otherwise be
possible .
The author
is allowing
it to be print ed with some
reluctance, because he feels the material is not so much the
product of his own laborious study as it is a co mpilation of
materials other brethren hav e made available . Many tracts,
books, bulletins, etc., were used in gathering this material. No
record was kept of the sources of material because it was
assumed that it would merely be presented in oral form. The
author regret s that credit cannot be given to the many whose
mat eria l has been used and begs their indulgence, hoping
they, as he, will be willing to share the material with the
readers in hope that good might be done .
Joe R. Barnett

Chri~lian Jrad~
by.
Delton Haun Tract Co.
P. 0 . Box 3426
Pasadena, Texas 77501

WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST?
I NTRO DU CTI ON:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Only Christ has the authority
t o say w hat th e church is
and w hat Chri st ian s should teach.
We believe the church today shoul d be t'1e same as the
church in the New T estament in organization,
name,
wors hip, law of convers ion and in principl es of Christian
li ving.
Mem b ers o f the chur ch of Ch rist realize their own
personal weaknesses and shortcomi ngs, but t hey believe
in the all -suffic ien cy and perfection of God's p lan for t he
church.
Members of the church of Christ believe that th e who le
struc ture of Ch ri stianity rests upon the divinity o f Chri st
and Hi s resurrection (1 Corinthi ans 15 : 14).
Members o f the ch urch of Chri st hold that the New
T esta m ent wr iter s were inspir ed of God and beli eve ,
th erefore, th at th e New T estament is t rue an d co nt ains
th e fin al and comp lete reve lation from Go d to man
(John 16:13; 2 T imothy 3:16 -17 ; Jud e 3).
M emb ers o f the church of Christ b el ieve th at th e Old
Te stame nt was also in spired ; howev er, th at as a part of
God's eternal plan it was on ly a preparation or " tut or to
bring us to Chr ist" (Galati ans 3:24).
(1) Th e New T estament t eaches th at th e Old L aw was
"b lotted out," t aken out of t h e way , and nai led to
th e cro ss (Co lossians 2:14).
(2) When the o ld law was abol ished the new and bet ter
covenant came int o eff ect (H eb rews 8:6-7; 9:15-18).
Following
th e New T estamen t as a rul e of faith and
pr acti ce and the O ld Testament as exa mpl e (H ebrews
8:5; Romans 15 :4) , member s of th e chu rc h of Christ
pu rpose to speak w here t h e Bibl e speak s and to be silent
where it is sil ent.

DISCU SS I ON:

I.

ONLY THE NEW TE ST AM ENT SERVES
- OF F,A ITH AND PRA CTICE .

AS A RULE

A. \. We believe th at t o sub scr ibe to any creed other t han
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the New Test ament, to refuse to obey any New
Testam ent command, or to fol low any practice not
sustained by the N ew T estamen t , wou ld be addin g
to or taking from t h e teachings of God (Gal at ians
1 1 :6-9; Revela tion 22 :18- 19) .
B. The New T estament reve als that God has vest ed "a ll
aut hority"
in Christ (M atth ew 28:18),
and th at
Chri st serves as Go d' s spokesman today (Hebr ews
1 :1 -2).
1. Since t he N ew Te sta m ent alon e sets forth
Chri st's in structions
to his discipl es, it alon e
mu st serve as the basis for all religi o us teaching
and pr actic e.
2 . Thi s is fundament al with
memb ers of the
church of Chri st. We b eli eve that teaching the
New Test ament without
modifi cation is the
only way to lead men and women to become
Chri stian s.
C. The first member s of the Lord 's church acce pted th e
apostles' teaching as infallible and final (Acts 2:42).
1 . However, b efore long, so me b egan to teach and
practice
thing s diff erent from the apostles'
t eaching .
a. Such a departure from sound doctrine wa s
for ecast by New T est ament writ ers in their
warning s against
digr essio n (A cts
20:29-30) .
b.
In spite of the se injunction s, from the
beginning of th e second century through
the Middle Ages and the Renai ssance one
departure after another fol lowed until the
church
in
organization,
wor ship
and
teaching was vast ly different
from the
church of the New Testament.
c.
History
record s that innovations
intro duced included:
(1) Church offices unauthoriz ed in the
Scriptures.
(2) The creation of a special clergy.
(3) Religious councils to decide matt ers of
organization, worship and doctrine.
(4) Sprinkling
substituted
for immersion
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?

D.

and the sprinkling of infants .
(5) Addition of instrumental music to the
worship .
2. At the close of the Middle Ages many religiou s
I eaders rebel led against
the
ecclesiastical
authority and pra_ctices of the Roman church.
a. They pleaded for the full authority of the
Bible in matt ers of reljgion .
b. Chi ef among these great m en were Martin
Luther, John Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli .
c.
Follower s rallied around the reformers, and
unfortunat ely their teachings eventually
crystallized into many creeds .
d . Thus followed
the era of denominationalism, with differ ent groups springing
up everywhere, each with its peculiar name,
organization, doctrine and practice .
3. In the late 1700's men of different denominations, studying independently
of each other in
various parts of the world, began to ask:
a. Why not go back beyond
denominationalism and beyond Roman Catholicism
to the simplicity
and purity of the firstcentury church?
b . Why not take the Bible alone and once
again continue "steadfastly in the apostles'
teaching and fellowship . .. (Acts 2 :42)?"
c.
Let us, they said, plant the same seed
(Luke 8 :11) that the apostles and firstcentury Christians planted, and let us be
Christians only, as they were.
d. These men pleaded with all others to throw
off denominationalism,
to th_row dway
human creeds, and to follow the Bible .
e. They taught
that
nothing
should be
required of people as acts of faith ex cept
that whi ch is evident from the scriptures.
f . They emphasized that going back to the
Bible doe s not mean the establishment of
another denomination , but rather a return
to the original church .
This, we believe, is the only safe pattern . We humbly
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cherish the hope that we today are following this
pattern set forth in the New Testament ... it is our
only rule of faith and practice .
ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE CHURCH
A. Members of the church of Christ
church was established on the first
ing the resurrection of Christ ...
the city of Jerusalem.
B.

OF CHRIST
contend that the
Pentecost followin 33 A.O .. .. in

The prophet Isaiah said: "And it shall_ come to pass
in the latter days, that the mountain of Jehovah's
house shall be established
on the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills and
all nations shall flow unto it . And many people shall
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem"
(Isaiah 2 :2, 3) .
1. The expression, "Jehovah's house," refers to
the church (1 Timothy 3 : 15).
2.
Every phrase of Isaiah's prophesy was fulfilled
on Pentecost, the record of which is given in
Acts. 2.
a. Isaiah said thl) church would be established
in "the latter days." Peter, on Pentecost,
referred to this time as being the "last
days" (Acts 2:16, 17) . Thi s marks the
fulfillment
of the fir st phase of the
prophesy.
b.
Next, Isaiah said God's kingdom would
extend
its blessings
to
include
"all
nations."
( 1 ) Acts 2: 5 tells us that on Pentecost
there were in Jerusalem, " .. . Jews,
devout men, from every nation under
heaven."
(2) Acts 2:39 tells us that the new kingdom was for the se Jews, and their
children, and all that are "afar off."
The phrase, "afar off" refers to the
Gentiles (Ephesians 2 : 11-13).
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3.

(3) Christ had also told His apostle s that
"repent a nce and remission of sins
should be preached in His name among
all nations, beginning at .Jerusalem"
(Luke 24:47).
During his earthly ministry, Christ declared,
" .. . the kingdom of Gcxl is at hand" (Mark
1 :15).
a. John the Baptist also said, " ... the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 3 :2).
b . "At hand" means imminent or nearby, but
not an accomplished fact.
c. When Jesus spoke the words of Matthew
16 :18, "Upon this rock I will build (future
tense) my church," the establishment of
the church was abviously a future event .
d . In Mark 9 :1, Jesus told them that the
kingdom would be established during the
lifetime of some of those to whom He was
speaking.

e.

C.

Jesus further said that the kingdom would
come with power, and that the power
would come when the Holy Spirit came
upon the apostles (Acts 1 :8). If we can
discover when the Holy Spirit came upon
the apostles we will have pinpointed the
time of the establishment of the kingdom .
f.
Acts 2 :1-4, reads, "And when the day of
Pentecost was now come, they were all
together in one place , And suddenly there
came from heaven a sound as of the ru shing
of a mighty wind, and it filled all th e house
where
they
were sitting.
And there
appeared
unto
them
tongues
parting
asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon ea ch
one of them. And they wer e all fill ed with
the Holy Spirit, . .. "
Before the day of Pentecost all scriptur al ref e rence~
to the establi shment of the church indicat e it as a
future event . (Isaiah 2 :2-4 ; Micah 4 :1-2 ; Daniel
2:44 ; Matth ew 3 : 1-2 ; Matthew 16 :18 ; Mark 9:1;
Matthew 6 :9-10). After Pentecost the church is
5

spoken of as an existing
Colossi ans 1 : 13-14).

institution.

(Act s 2 :4 7 ;

111. NAME OF THE CHURCH.
A.

B.

C.

The term , "church
of Chri st" is not used as a
denominational
appelation. It is simply a descriptive
term indicating
the fact that the church is the
possession of Christ.
Thi s is not an exclusive term to de signate the
churc h, because the New Testament also refers to
the church as:
1. The church of the Lord (Acts 20:28).
2 . The body of Christ (1 Corinthi ans 12:27).
3. The house of God (1 Timothy 3:15).
4.
The church of God (Galatians 1 :13).
5. The church of the Firstborn (Hebr ews 12:23).
These are all terms which show possession ... they
point to the Lord as the owner of the church.
1 . Memb ers of the church of Chri st believe it right
to wear a name which gi ves honor and glory to
Christ .
2 . Salvation is in Christ's name (Acts 4:12), and
we are to do all things in the name of Christ
(Colossians 3 : 16-17).

IV . ORGANIZATION
A.

OF THE CHURCH

The church of Christ has no earthly headquarters,
and no univ ersal organization.
1. Each congregation
is autonomous
or "selfruled" . . . is independent
of every other
congregation.
Churches may cooperate in the accomplishment
of good works, but their autonomy is carefully
maintained .
We pray and believe that the organizational pattern
of the church of Christ is divine in origin .
1 . Jesus Christ is recognized as the supreme ruler
over the church (Colos'sians 1 :18). No fallible
man serves as earthly head over the church .
2 . The sole unit of organization in the church of
Christ is the local congregation . Each congrega2.

B.
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3.

4.

5.

\
1l
'

V.

tion
is separate and independent
in its
government.
Christ has delegated authority in the management of the local congregation to the elders,
pastors, or bishops . .. three different
terms
referring to the same office (Acts 20 :17, 28;
Ephesians 4:11; 1 Timothy 3 :1; Titus 1 :5).
a. There is a plurality
of elders in every
congregation (Acts 11 :30; 14:23) .
b. The qualifications
for these men are
described in 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1 :5-9).
The church of Christ also has a special group of
men called deacons.
a. They serve under the direct io n of the
elders.
b . Their qualific ations are giv en in 1 Timothy
3:8-13).
The church of Chri st also has men known as
preachers
(1 Timothy
2 :7) , ministers
(1
Timothy 4:6), or evangelists (2 Timothy 4:5) .
a. They likewi se serve under the direction of
the elders of the local congregation.
b . We do not refer to our preachers with the
term "Pastor" believing th at this term, as
used in the New Testament, refers to those
men who have the oversight
of the
con gregation .
c . Neither do our preachers assume religious
titles such as "Reverend," inasmu ch as this
term is used only one time in the Bible
(Psalms 111 :9), and in thi s instance refers
to God .
d . We believe the New Test ament makes no
distinction between so-called "clergy" and
"la ity ," and that preacher s are no more
worthy of titles than other member s of the
church .

WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST .
A.

In John 4 :24 we read : "God is a Spirit : and they
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
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B.

C.

truth ." From this reading we learn three things:
1. Our worship must be directed to the right
object .. . God .
2 . It must be prompted by the right spirit .
3. It must be according to truth.
a. To worship God according to truth is to
worship Him according to His Word (John
17:17) .
b. This means we must not exclude any item
found in His Word .
c.
It also means we must not include any item
not found in His Word.
We walk by faith
in matters of religion
(2
Corinthians 5:7).
1. Faith comes by hearing God's Word ( Romans
10:17).
2 . Thus, anything not authorized
by the Bible
cannot be done by faith .. . and whatsoever is
not of faith is sin (Romans 14 :23).
We believe the Bible gives us instruction
regarding
five items of worship, and these we attempt to
follow :
1. Teaching or preaching (Acts 2 :42; 20:7).
2 . Praying (Acts 2 :42; 1 Corinthians
14 : 15;
Thessalonians 5:17).
3 . Giving of our means .
a. We do not teach the law of tithing, as we
believe that law was included with the rest
of the Old Testament when it was nailed to
the cross (Colossians 2 :14) .
b . We do, however, believe that it is unthinkable that we who live under a better
law with better promises would, with our
great prosperity, consider giving less than
10 percent of our income to the Lord .
c . We teach that members of the church are
to
give
liberally
and
cheerfully
(2
Corinthians 9 :6-15).
d . We teach that every man is to give according to the way he has prospered ( 1
Corinthians 16:2).
4 . Singing .
8

a.

b.

c.

d.
e.

One of the things which people most
frequently
notice about the church of
Christ is that we sing without the use of
mechanical instruments of music .
Simply stated, here is the reason for this:
We feel we are to worship according to
God's instructions in the New Testament;
the New Testament
leaves instrumental
music out; if we used the mechanical
instrument we would have to do so without
God's authority.
We can read every verse in the New
Testament
on the subject of music in
worship in a minute 's time :
(1) "When they had sung an hymn, they
went out into the Mount of Olives"
(Matthew 26 :3 0).
(2) "At midnight , Paul and Silas prayed
and sang prai ses to God" (Acts 16:25) .
(3) "I will confess to thee
among the
Gentiles and sing unto thy name"
(Romans 15 :9) . ·
(4) "I will sing with the spirit, I will sing
with
the
understanding
also"
(1
Corinthian s 14 : 15).
(5) "Speaking
to yourselve s in psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the
Lord" (Ephe sians 5:19).
(6) "Teaching
and admonishing
one
another
in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord" (Colos sia ns
3 : 16).
(7) "In the midst of the church, I will sin g
thy praise" ( Hebrews 2 : 12).
(8) "Is any merry, let him sing psalms"
(James 5:13) .
The mechanical
instrument
of music is
conspicuously absent in these passages.
There are two kinds of commands given in
the Bible : Generic and Specific . Note some
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.

f.

g.

examples:
(1) Build an ark (Generic: didn't specify
the tools to use.) Use the Gopher
wood (Specific: eliminated
all other
kinds of wood .)
(2) N aaman wa s told, Go dip in Jordan 7
times (Go is generic: didn't specify
how to go .) Dip in Jordan 7 tim es
(Specific : H ad to be Jordan and had to
be 7 times .)
(3 ) Go into all the world (Generic : didn't
specify
means of
transportation .)
Preach the gospel (Generic : didn 't
specify how to preach ; blackboard,
rad io, TV, etc .) The gospel (Specific :
Elimin at es preaching anything other
th an the gospel.)
(4) Music is a generic term, because there
is more than one kind. If the Lord had
commanded, "Make music," we could
comply with the command by vocal,
instrumental,
or a combination
of
both. But singing is a specific term.
Inasmuch as the scriptures all point to
singing th is restricts the music to vocal.
The fi rst appearance of in strumental music
in church worship was not until the sixth
century A.D . There was no general practicing of it until after the eighth century .
It has long been opposed by leading
religionists :
·
( 1 ) John Cal vi n, a great prote sta n.t reformer and on e of the found ers of the
Presbyterian
Church, said, "Musical
in strument s in celebrating the prai ses
of God would be no mor e suitabl e
th an the burning
of inc ense, the
lighting up of lamps, and th e restor ation of the other shadows of the law ."
(Calvin s Comment ary).
(2) John Wesley, a great man , a protestant
reformer,
and the founder
of the
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5.

M ethodi st Churc h , w hen asked ab o ut
th e use o f m echa ni cal i nst ru men t s of
mu sic i n wors h ip replie d : " I have no
oppo siti on to t he o rgan in our c hapel
provided it is nei th er seen nor heard ."
(Cla rk's
C o mm ent ary , Vo l . IV.
p , 686 .)
(3 ) Another great religi o us leade r, Ch arle s
Spurgeon, who pre ac hed for 20 years
in the Metropolitan
Bapti st Tabernacle
in London,
to t en thou sand people
every Sunday, never allowed mechanical instrument s in hi s services . When
asked why he did not use them he
replied
by quoting
1 Corinthian s
14:15, "I will pr ay with th e spirit and
I will pray with th e under st anding also;
and I will sing with th e spirit and I will
sing with
the under st anding also."
Then he declar ed, "I would as soon to
pray to God with mac hinery as to sing
to God with machin ery."
h.
Quite frankly, we who are m embers of the
church
of Christ are afr aid to use the
instrument,
becaus e of th e foregoing conclusions, and becau se of John's injunction:
"Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not
in the
teaching
of Chri st, hath
not
God .. ." (2 John 9).
The Lord's Supper .
a. This is a memorial inaugurated by Jesus
Christ
on the night
of His betrayal
(Matthew
26:26-28) . It is ob served by
Christians in memory of the Lord's death
(1 Corinthians
11 :24, 25), and in communion
of his blood
and
body (1
Corinthians 10:16).
b.

Members
the Lord's
week.
( 1) Such
ment

of the church of Christ observe
Suppe i" on the fir st day of every
pattern is set by this New Testaexample:
"And upon the first
11

day of the week, when the disciples
came tog ether to break br ead, Pau l
pr eached unto them ... " (Acts 20:7).
(2)

Notice, they met on the first day o f
the week to observe t he Lord' s Supp er.
(3) It is qu it e true th at it do esn't say "the
first d ay o f every week ."
(4) Neither were the Jews commanded to
keep every Sabbath.
j ust, "remem ber the Sabbet h day to keep it holy"
(E xodus 20:8).
(5) Th ey understood
th at "the Sabbath"
m eant every Sabbath.
(6) By the same token, we take "t h e first
day of the week" t o mean every fir st
day of the week.
Hi stor ians te st ify t hat the L ord's Su pp er
was observed every L ord's Day.
(1) In
his
HI S TORY
OF
THE
CHRISTIAN
RELIGION
AND THE
CHURCH,
Neander wrote:
"As we
have alr eady remarked, th e celebration
of th e L ord's Sup per was still h eld to
constitute
an essential part o f d ivine
worship on -every Sunday ... and the
w ho le church partook
of the communion . .. " (Vol. I, p_ 332) .
(2 ) Eu sebius, who has been called the
fat her of eccles iastica l history, said:
" Fr om the beginning the Christians
assembled on the f i rst day of the week,
call ed by them the L ord's Day, to read
t h e Scriptures, to pr each, and to celebrate the L ord's Su pp er."
VI . PL AN OF SA L VAT IO N.
A.

Members of th e churc h of Christ bel ieve there are
certa in step s whic h mu st be taken, in obedience to
the commands of the New T estament. We believe
that these st eps bring about salvat ion and at the
same tim e make one a membe r of the church .
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ti.

These steps are four in number:
1. Faith. This resu lts from hearing the Word of
God (Romans 10:17), and is stated as essential
to salvation (Mark 16:16; John 8 :24; 20 :30-31;
Hebrew s 11 :6) .
2.
Repentance.
a. This too, is commanded (Act s 2:38; 3:19) .
b.
Repentance is a change of mind which
causes one to turn away from sinful
practices.
c.
It is commanded
for everyone
(Acts
17:30).
3. Confession . This is an outward confession of
faith in Jesus as the Son of God (Matthew
10:32; Romans 10:9-10).
4.
Baptism .
a.
Baptism is not taught by members of the
church of Christ as a "church ordinance,"
but as a "command"
of Christ.
b. The New Testament teaches baptism to be
an act which is essential to salvation (Mark
16: 16; Acts 2 :38; 22:16).
c.
Proper subjects for baptism are:
(1) Taught persons (Matthew 28 : 19) .
(2) Believing persons (Mark 16:16).
(3) Penitent persons (Acts 2: 38) .
(4) Persons who
have confessed Jesus
(Acts 8:37).
d.
Scriptural baptism must be an immersion in
water .
(1) The Greek word from which the word
baptize
comes means "to dip, to
immerse, to submerge, to plunge."
(2) The Scr i ptures always point _to baptism
as a burial (Acts 8 :35-39; - · Romans
6:3-4; Colossians 2: 12).
e.
Baptism is extremely
important
because
the New Testament sets forth the fol lowing
purposes for it:
(1) It is to enter the kingdom
(John
3:3-5).
(2) It is to contact Christ's blood (Romans
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6 :3-4 ).
(3 ) It is to get in t o Chri st (Gala ti ans 3 :27).
(4 ) It is for salv ati o n (M ark 16: 16 ; 1 Pet er
3 :21).
(5 ) It is for the remi ssio n of sins (Acts

2 :38).
(6)
(7)

C.

It is t o w ash aw ay si ns (A ct s 22 : 16).
I t is to get in t o t h e chur ch (1
Cori nt hi ans 12: 13; Eph esians 1 :2 3).
Fo ll ow in g obe di en ce to th ese co mm an d s w e b eli eve
it is import ant th at the Chri st ian liv e faithfully ,
b ecause the Bibl e t eaches th e po ssibility of falling
from the gra ce of God.
1 . Paul said he had to gu ard h i mself, lest after
pr eaching to oth ers he him self should b e a
castaway (1 Corinthians9 :27) .
2.
He w arn ed the Chri sti ans at Corinth to take
h_eed lest they fal I (1 Corinthians 10 : 12).
3.
He told some of the Gal atians they _
had "fallen
from grace" (Gal atians 5 :4).
4 . The Hebr ew writer sounded the warn i ng : " Take
heed, br ethren, lest th ere be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief, in dep arting from the
living God" (Hebrews 3 : 12).
5. The same writ er spoke of some who had fallen
away and wer e crucifying the Son of God afresh
(Hebrews 6:4-6).
6. Peter urged Chri stians to constantly add to their
l ives Ch ristian virtues in order to make their
calling and election sure (2 Peter 1:5-10).
7 . He also spoke of those who had known Christ
Jesus, but who had revert ed to their old
ways .. . and said it would have been better for
them never to have known the truth (2 Peter
2:20-21 ).

CONCLUSION:
1.
2.

We cher ish th e ho pe th at this pr esent at io n may aid the
reader in hi s search for truth .
We pray th at each read er will b e po ssessed with lov e for
God and a d et ermination
to be obedi ent to the com mands of His Holy Word.
CT904G

