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THE INFALLIBLE

WAY

By EUGEN E S. SMITH
This is an age in whi ch men seek for
security in all thing s. Whe n a bill is
paid we ask for a writt en rece ipt. When
real estate is purcha sed we as k for a
guarantee of title. If anything is in the
least spurious or questionabl e we will
have nothing to do with it. In all thi ngs
of the world we follow this wis e course
and I believe that according to t his
standard we may and should seek the
eternal security of our souls .
If someone were to stand before you
today with two ten-dollar bills in his
hand. If in explanation he showed that
one was in some way questionable,
while the other was genuine and so ac cepted by all, I am sure that if given
your choic e you would in all wisdom
sele ct the unqu est ionabl e one . Any other course would be foolishness in t he
sight of all men .
Therefore today as yo u "stand in the
ways and see and inquir e for t h e old
paths wherein is the good way" (J er .
6 :16) you must of necessity accept that
way which is inf a llibly saf e. Th at way
which is right and cann ot be wrong.
This infallibly safe way is "t he goo d
way" wh er ein you can find "res t for
your souls ."

It Is

rot

'Ian' s Way

The first thing we mu st lea rn in our
2

search for this way is that it is not the
way devised by man or group of men.
God says, "the way of man is not in
himself; it is not in man that walketh
to direct his steps" (Jer . 10:23). The
way for which we seek is the way of
God and His way is not according to
the thoughts or plans of men for we
read in His word, "For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith Jehovah. For as
the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts"
(Isa . 55 :8, 9).
The way of man, that is the way
that seems right to his heart, is the
way of foolishness and death for the
wi se writer
of proverbs has said,
"There is a way which seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death" (Prov. 16:25). In
addition to this he has warned against
trusting in our own hearts and following them by saying, "He that trusteth
in his own heart is a fool" (Prov . 28:
26).
We doubt not that the way of man
seems right to him for God has said,
"All the ways of a man are clean in
his own eyes" (Prov. 16:2). However
when we read the prophecy of Christ
coming to redeem the world in Isaiah
53 we note that this necessity was laid
upon him because man had walked in
hiS' own ways. Isaiah speaking the
words of Jehovah said, "All we like
sheep have gone astray;
we have
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turned every one to his own way; and
Jehovah hath laid on him the iniquity ·
of us all" (Isa. 53 :6). Therefore since
following the ways of man brought
condemnation and the ne ed of redemption we cannot think that God would
be plel;sed with us in foll owi ng our own
ways.
It is Not a Broad Way
In the second pla ::e we should remember that the way which is infallibly right is not a broad way. Some
have thought that any way would surely do if many pe opl e walked in it. To
some, the way of the majority is th e
chosen way and wherever the greatest
crow d is found they will be found . This
is not a safe course to follow in selecting our way .
Christ said, "Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for -wide is the gate and
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby" (Matt. 7:13). Surely
this should Le eno ugh, for the Lord
ha s spok en, but when we remember
that of more than six hundr ed thousa nd men of Israel, only two r eache d
Canaan; of all the world in Noah's da y,
only eight were right eous eno ugh to be
saved and that in all of Sodom, only
three were found to be rescued, we
must indeed realize that it is an unsafe
policy to walk in the way of the majority.
It Is Not a Multitude of Way s
Remember that Jeremiah said, "the
4

good way" and further he prophesied
of there being "one way" saying, "And
they shall be my people, and I will be
their God : and I will give them one
heart and one way, that they may fear
me forever" (Jer. 32:38, 39) . The way
which Jehovah has given is "one way"
and if we would attempt to climb up by
ot her ways Jesus has labeled us as
thieves and robbers. His words should
be contemplated seriously in these days
of "many ways" for he said, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the fold of the
sheep, but climbeth up some other way,
the same is a thief and a robber" (John
10 :1) .
When the discipl e, Thomas, asked the
question, "how know we the way ? "
(John 14:5) he recognized and confessed that there was but one way.
Jesus emp hasized this all the more in
the answer that he gave for he said,
"I am the way" (John 14:6). When we
can get the consent of our minds to
such an idea as there being many
Christs or savio urs for the world then
may we suppose that there are a multitude of ways that are right before
the Lord .
It Is The Way Of The Wo1·d
Jesus is the word of God manifest in
the fle sh. "A nd the word became flesh
and dwelt among us" (J ohn 1:14). Th e
Word of God was revealed in that day
in the flesh and is perpetuated for us
today in that book we call the Bible.
5

The word of God as revealed to us in
that book constitutes an infallible way
that is right, forever right, and can
never be wrong.
The maiden having the "spirit of
divination" (Acts 16:16) cried out as
she followed Paul and Silas, ministers
of the word, "These men are servants
of the Most High God, who proclaim
· unto you the way of salvation" (Acts
16:17). Therefore in the words and
lives of these men and those who received their teaching we can find, "the
way," the infallibly safe way, the way
that is right and cannot be wrong .
In I Peter 2 :15 the apostle speaks of
"the right way" as being forsaken by
some of his day . This "right way" he
refers to as "the way of truth" (I Pet.
2:2). Th erefore in the . word of truth,
in the Bible, we have "right way" that
can never, under any cir cumstances be
wrong . Here is revealed "the way of
h oliness" which leads us safely hom e
to God.
The Bible I God's Word
The Bible is that "scripture in spired
of God" (I Tim. 3:16) . These words
came not "by wi ll of man; but men
spake from God, being moved by the
Holy Spirit" (II Pet. 1:21). In this book
we have the writings of men in wh om
"the Spirit of Christ, whlch was in
them did point unto, when it testified"
(I Pet. 1:11). The Bible is the work of
men who cou ld in truth say as David,
"The Spirit of Jehovah spake by me,
6
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and his word was upon my tongue" (II
Sam. 23 :2) . In this book which we call
the Bible we find the words which "he
spake by the mouth of his ho ly prophets that have been from of old" (Luke
1 :70). More could be added to this
thought but enough has been said for
us to accept the Bible as inspired of
God and th erefore the guide book for
"the way of life ."
However, there are some who will
say, "You may be right but on th e other hand we do not believe the Bib le is
inspired of God." They would therefore walk in a way that seems good to
them rather than the Bible way for to
them the Bib le is not inspired. The
question before you today is: Which
of these ways will you accept? Will
you wa lk in the Bible way or in the
way of men who reject th e Bible as the
word of God?
Friend of mine, it is better to be safe
than sorry. Even tho se argue that the
Bible is not inspired admit that it is a
good book and instructs one in a life
of goodness . Therefore if they should
prove to be right you have lost nothing
in following the Bible. In following it
you have lived a life that all men must
admit is of the high est order.
But consider this. If the Bib le is
right and thos e who deny it are wrong,
in following it you gain et ernal life in
heaven but in rejecting it you must
suffer eternally the consequences. There
is everything to gain and nothing to
7

lose in following the Bible and recognizing it as the Inspired Word of God,
the way of life, the infallible way that
is right and can never be wrong . You
will always be safe and can never be
sorry in following it.
The Bible Commands Faith
"Without faith it is impossible to be
well-pleasing unto him; for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is
and that he is a rewarder of them that
seek him" (H eb. 11 :6) . Christ said, "Ye
believ e in God, believ e also in me"
(John 14:1). From these and many other scripture s it is evident that only
th ose who h ave faith in God and Christ
are wa lki ng the Bib le way, the infallible way that is r ight and cannot be
wrong.
However, we again find some who
think such faith is non- esse ntial and
that all men are to be saved r egar dless
of belief or unb elief. These are generally term ed "Universalists."
Their
idea is that God is goo d and will save
anyone and everyo ne who lives in the
ea rth. Many pas sag es , of course, come
readily to mind th at wou ld forever
contradict this id ea . Ther e is to be a
separation of the righteous and the
wicked. None who believ e in God and
accept the Bible as his word can or will
deny thi s and ther efore we do not argue that question at thi s time .
But consider this . Th ose who mak e
such claim s as mentioned freely admit
that believ ers will be saved along with
8

all the rest. If they should be right
and the Bible wrong the believer would
be safe and receive every blessing that
others receive. However if they are
wrong, and they surely are, and the
Bible is right, what then? The Bible
being right only the believers will be
saved as others are condemned , for
eternity. There is everything to gain
and nothing to lose in following the
Bible, in walking the way that is infallibly safe, that is right and cannot be
wrong. It is better to be safe than
sorry.
The Bible Commands Repentance
Every believer is commanded to repent. Christ said, "Except ye repent ye
shall all likewise perish" (Luke 13 :3).
Paul, when preaching at Athens, by
the Spirit of God said, "The times of
ignoranc e therefore
God overlooked;
but now he commandeth men that they
should all everywhere repent" (Acts
17 :30). On the day of Pentecost Peter
preached the gospel (good news) of
the death, burial and resurrection
of
Christ. As this was heard it was believed and the believers cried out, "Men
and brethren, what shall we do" (Acts
2:37)? When th e question was asked
Peter unhesitatingly
replied, "Repent
ye, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ unto the
remission of your sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit"
(Acts 2:38).
Christ first

and Paul and Peter
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the Spirit of Christ commanded all be lievers to repent. It is therefore a part
of "the way of salvation ." No one can
walk in that way without believing and
repenting of their sins. It is the Bible
way, the infallible way that is right
and cannot be wrong.
But consider this . There are some
who say that repentance is unneces sary
and that man can be sav ed without ti.
All such however will agree that th ere
is no harm in repenting. There ca n h~
found none to say that it is wrong t o
cease doing the things that are evil in
the sight of God. If, therefore, those
who say you need not repent are right
it will l,till be all right to repent. No
blessing is lost by ceasing to do evil.
Thos e who repent and those who do
not will stand alike if there be no value
to repentance. But if those who thus
teach are wrong and the Bible is right,
and it surely is, what then? Those who
repent may secure the blessing of God
but those who do not must suffer eternally for their error. It is better to be
safe than sorry. We should accept h e
Bible way rega:·1lless of the comma1, d-ments of men. Walk in the Bible wa y
for it is the infallible way, the way that
is right and cannot be wrong .
The Bible Commands Confession

Every penitent believer shoulJ. confess his faith in Christ. Christ said,
"Every one therefore who shall confess
me before men, him will I also confess
before my Father who is in heaven"
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(Matt.
10:32).
Pau l said, "Every
tongue sha ll confess to God" (Rom.
14:11). For some this confession will
come too late to bring God's blessing
and it is therefore important that we
confess Him now while He is interceding at the right hand of the Father in
heaven. In that way we can obtain the
blessings of the Father and of the Son .
However we again find some who
think obedience to this commandment
is unnecessary. The y think that confession of sin or of anything that suits
them will serve as we ll as a confession
of Christ. However these will agree
that there is no evil in confessing faith
in Chr ist as the man did in Acts 8 :37
saying, "I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God." Thi s, a ll agree, is a
Bible command and to do it is to fo llow a Bible example. Nothing evil, they
say, can ever come from this.
Now consider this. If they be right
and this confession is unnecessary,
wh ich cannot be, nothing can be lost
in making it . Howev er if the Bib le be
rig ht , and it is, everything is to be
gained by making this confession and
nothing is to be gained by refusing to
make it. Ther efo re the safe way is to
fo llow the Bible, the infallibly safe
way, th e way that is right and cannot
be wrong . It is better to be safe than
sorry .
The Bible Commands Baptism
Christ said, "He that beli eve th and
is baptized sha ll be saved" (Mark 16 :
11

16). Peter said, "Repent ye, and ba
baptized every one of you, in the name
of J es us Christ, unto the remiss ion of
your sins" (Acts 2 :38) . An. niit» sa id
to Saul of Tarsus, "arise am ' ' ··- b>tptized and wash away thy sins, calling
on his nam e" (Acts 22 :16) . Paul said,
"all we who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptiz ed int o hi s dea th"
(R om . 6:3) .
From these scriptures it is apparent
to all that baptism is a part of "the
way of salvation" and without it none
ca n be saved. How ever we find many
again who say that it is a non-essential and that on e can be save d before
and without ba pti sm. Which way do we
accept, the Bible way or the way of
men?
But consider this . Tho se who say
that baptism doth not save are in direct
contradiction to God's word for in I
Peter 3 :21 we read that it doth save.
However just suppose that they are
right and it ha s nothing to do with sa lvation. Is there any that will say that
it is evi l? It is one of God's commandments and non e will say that we sin
in being bap tiz ed. Ther efo re if they
were right, which they are not, those
who are baptized would be as safe as
those who did n ot . However if it is
essential, and it must be for God's
word so teaches it, then all who comply with God's command and walk the
Bible way will be safe but all others
mu st be sorry for eternity when their
sorrow cannot avail.
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Let us walk the infallibly safe way
which all agree is acceptable
and
which is so right that it can never be
wrong.
Bible Baptism Is A Burial
Paul says by the Spirit of God,
"Bu'ried ther efore with him through
baptism into death" (Rom. 6:4). Then
aga in in Col. 2 :l ~! he says, "buried
wit h him in baptism, wherein ye were
also raised with him through faith in
the operation of God, who raised him
from the dead ." Th ere can be no argu ment with God's word and non e will
contradict the teachin ~ of these verses
which clearly set forth baptism as a
burial.
However, there are some who say
that some or.her way will do as well
and would substitute
their way for
God's way. But consider this . Those
who think something other than a burial is baptism will nevertheless accept a
bu ria l as valid baptism. Th ey acknowl edge that the Bible wav is sa fe. Now if
they should prove to 0e right, which
they will not, still those who fo llow
God's way will be safe and will lPY<:>
every blessing that those receive v.-h'1
walk in other ways.
H owever as the Bible is rig ht an<!
there is but one way that is acceptab le
to God we can see that those who accept some sub stit ut e for "b uri ed in baptism" are sure to be sor ry in the en d.
It is better to be safe th an sorry so
let us follow the infall ibly right way;
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follow •}od's way and be sure to be in
"the wa_v of salvation." God's way is
infallibly safe and can never be wrong.
The Bible Commands a New Life
Those buried with Christ in baptism
are to be raised "so we also might walk
in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4) . The
apostle Peter says, "but like as he who
called you is holy, be ye yourse lves also
holy in all manner of living" (I Pet.
1:15) . This is enough to show that God
calls for purity and consecration of
life in his children. However there are
some who think t hey can live any way
and offer anything as worship to God.
But consider this. Even these admit
that it is right and safe to follow the
Bible and "live Godly in Christ Jesus."
Therefore we should be sur e to follow
the Bible way for those who deny it
admit that it is a safe way. If they
shou ld prove right all who follow the
Bible way will be as acceptable as
those who do not. However if they
prove wrong, and they surely will, then
they are lost for eternity while those
who follow God's word, the infallibly
safe way are right and can never be
wrong. It is better to be safe than
sorry.
Walk In God's Way
The church of Christ, established by
him, owned by him and governed by
him is eternally bound to follow this
infallibly safe way. You are invited to
come with .us in the way of the Lord
14

and in following his word to be eternally safe. All who comply with God's
commandments of today as they have
been spoken by the Christ are members of that church and none others
are . We, as Christians, earnestly desiring to do the will of God invite and
urge yo u to come and walk this Bible
way with us . We ask you only to submit to God, walk in his way, the way
that is infallibly sa fe and can never
be wrong that you may be safe, not
sorry.

15
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